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Lecture Outline
Chapter 11: Society, Culture, and Politics, 1820s-1840s 

1. As politics became more institutionalized, politicians had to compete for specific Constituencies, largely based on region and class. 

a) The North and West, dominated by commercial farmers and enterprising immigrants, became the key locus of support for the emerging Whig Party. 

b) Planters and yeomen of the South almost uniformly turned out a majority for the Democratic Party and its intransigent stance against national regulation of slavery. 

2.The Politics of Economic Development were played out in the two-party rivalry of Democrats and Whigs, with the differences between the parties often proving more rhetorical than real. 

a) No issue was more central to the parties than that of the nature of Government and its Limits, with the Whigs arguing for more forceful and imaginative use of the central power. 

b) Like Jefferson's Republicans, Jackson's Democrats believed Banks were of dubious morality. 

c) The Whigs, and Henry Clay in particular, contended that Internal Improvements fostered economic growth, and therefore should be funded by the federal government. 

3. Members of both major parties, as well as the many lesser ones, fought vociferously over Social Reform, especially as it became clear that reform issues proved critical in elections. 

a) Far from being universally acclaimed, Public Schools became a prominent feature, and large public expenditure, solely in the north and northwest. 

b) For many locally-minded citizens, the mixture of Ethnicity, Religion, and the Schools was so volatile that party affiliation became a passionate issue even in small towns. 

c) State investment in Prisons grew dramatically in the period, with some states following the Pennsylvania system and others following the "Auburn system." 

d) States also funded the construction of Asylums to house orphans, the insane, the dependent poor, and criminals. 

e) Cultural and political conservatism inhibited the South from taking similar positive steps on Social Reform as had the North. 

4. The Politics of Alcohol was so great an issue that in many regions the temperance question constituted the difference between Whig and Democrat. 

a) The fight to prohibit Ardent Spirits became the obsession of many Americans who started temperance organizations, such as the American Temperance Society. 

b) The Origins of Prohibition were rooted in New England, where Massachusetts passed a "Fifteen-Gallon Law" in 1838. 

c) The Democratization of Temperance stemmed from the increasing willingness of citizens to vote according to their views on ardent spirits. 

d) Whig disapproval of the Washingtonians' tactics led to a series of Temperance Schisms in the 1840s. 

e) By the 1850s and the immigration of many Irish and Germans whose culture included drinking, ethnicity and alcohol became the focus of political and social discord. 

5. When it had become clear that slavery was not about to disappear of its own accord, The Politics of Race became increasingly contentious, threatening to divide almost all institutions along the Mason and Dixon line. 

a) One of the peculiar results of slavery and racism was the anomalous condition of the increasing numbers of Free Blacks in both the North and South. 

b) Rampant Discrimination against blacks and immigrants was endemic in the United States before the Civil War. 

c) While discrimination was ubiquitous in antebellum America, Democratic Racism served to encourage a systematic attempt to equate American citizenship solely with White Protestantism. 

d) Antebellum America featured an entire community of pseudo-science that espoused a number of pernicious Conceptions of Racial Difference. 

e) The Beginnings of Antislavery dated back to prior to the American Revolution, but most anti-slavery advocates believed that the end of slavery would necessitate the colonization of blacks. 

f) Abolitionists believed that slavery was a sin, and as such had to be removed immediately, not gradually. 

g) Copying other reformers, abolitionists began to use various active forms of Agitation to raise consciousness of the treatment of slaves. 

6. With the discussions of racial slavery came similar debate over women's rights, which resulted in a new Politics of Gender and Sex, culminating in the Seneca Falls Convention of 1848. 

a) Numbers of different reform groups sought to curb dangerous and licentious Appetites. 

b) Moral Reform, through organizations such as the New York Magdalen Society, was proposed as a means of reforming society through non-political avenues. 

c) From the 1820s onward, middle class women began the century-long struggle toward Women's Rights and the American suffragist movement.

American Album: The Bulwark of the Republic 

Conclusion: The society, culture, and politics of the decades of the 1820s, 1830s, and 1840s incorporated changing attitudes toward family, religion, race, class, ethnicity, and more. As the United States became an increasingly democratic, aggressive nation, American's cultural institutions adapted to serve the ideological needs of a people of the move. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 12: Jacksonian Democracy 

1. 1819 was a volatile year in the United States as debates over Missouri statehood and the bank panic set the stage for tumultuous events in the subsequent two decades. 

a) The West from 1803-1840s was a land of bold exploration, methodical settlement, and wild stories of Indians, endless deserts, and impassable mountains. 

b) Congress was almost paralyzed by sectional arguments over Missouri Statehood and the fate of slavery in the west. 

c) Congress averted disaster with the passage of The Missouri Compromise, which made Missouri a slave state and Maine a free state, as well as established a northern boundary for the expansion of slavery in the Louisiana Purchase territory. 

d) The Panic of 1819 caused the collapse of many banks and brought economic depression to many regions of the nation. 

2. Events of 1819 and 1820 led to a Republican Revival, with virtually all national political figures seeming to call for small government, sectional peace, and government non-interference in slavery. 

a) New Yorker Martin Van Buren led the way toward the construction of new, more modern political party, known as the Jacksonian Democratic Party. 

b) The Election of 1824 proved a fiasco with none of the four candidates garnering an electoral majority, thus throwing the election into the House of Representatives. 

c) Henry Clay's support of John Quincy Adams and his subsequent appointment to the post of Secretary of State led to wide-scale accusations that "A Corrupt Bargain" had been struck between Clay and Adams. 

d) Between 1825 and the next election, a veritable Jacksonian Melodrama ensued, in which Jackson's men publicly lamented their candidate's unfair denial of the nation's highest office. 

3. The nation found itself in the midst of the rebirth of sectionalism under the guise of two highly contentious personalities, Jackson and Adams. 

a) The Adams-Onis Treaty and the promulgation of the Monroe Doctrine moved American nationalism to a much larger international arena. 

b) Nationalism at Home, while getting a big boost from Adams' educational and scientific initiatives, failed to take root in a Congress and public that remained wary of central power. 

c) The Birth of the Democratic Party stemmed directly from the public persona of Andrew Jackson and the behind-the-scenes machinations of Martin Van Buren. 

d) Jackson's victory in The Election of 1828 vindicated the General and demonstrated the power of Van Buren's emerging party machine. 

e) Sympathetic contemporaries called Jackson's March 4, 1828 inauguration, A People's Inauguration, while skeptics viewed it as a display of the debauchery of the common folk. 

f) Contemporaries termed Jackson's open replacement of government appointees with his own political operatives The Spoils System. 

4. Elections from the 1820s to the Civil War demonstrate the crucial ties of Jacksonian Democracy and the South. 

a) Simmering tensions between Southerners and Indians, whose land claims proved anathema to expansionists, turned to open conflict in large measure with Jackson's explicit approval and his public disavowal of the Supreme Court's decision in the case of Worcester v. Georgia. 

b) The official government policy known as Indian Removal was predicated upon the almost reflexive assumption that white and red could not live in harmony. 

c) One constant from Jefferson to Jackson proved to be Southern Opposition to the Tariff. 

d) Ostensibly in response to artificially high tariff rates, South Carolinian John C. Calhoun promulgated the doctrine of state Nullification of national law. 

e) The dispute over the reputation of Secretary Eaton's wife among the wives of Jackson's Cabinet resulted in The "Petticoat Wars" that split the Administration between Peggy's attackers and defenders. 

f) The Eaton Affair and the publication of the Vice President's criticism of Jackson's actions during the Seminole War led to The Fall of Calhoun. 

g) The sectional dispute over slavery erupted around Congress's debate over petitions, the Gag Rule, and the Southern mails. 

5. Jacksonian Democracy and the Market Revolution ultimately went hand in hand, as aggressive nabobs and the nouveau riche sought political power to displace entrenched elites. 

a) Supporters of rechartering The Second Bank of the United States came together to form the Whig Party at the beginning of the 1830s. 

b) When the president vetoed the Second Bank's rechartering bill, a Bank War ensued as the "monster bank" became the central issue of the 1832 presidential campaign. 

c) The Beginnings of the Whig Party date from the bank war and Jackson's heavy-handed and highly personal style of governance. 

d) Jackson's supporters enthusiastically endorsed A Balanced Budget as a means to ensure that the government remained relatively small and unobtrusive. 

6. The birth of the Whigs and the consolidation of the Jacksonian Democrats brought about The Second American Party System. 

a) Jackson's inflationary bank policies led to the Panic of 1837 and made the reelection of "Martin Van Ruin" a virtual impossibility. 

b) The patently crude political machinations of both Whigs and Democrats in The Election of 1840, such as dispensing of massive quantities of hard cider, were caricatured throughout the emerging popular press of the day. 

c) Despite the shenanigans, the Election of 1840 ensured the success an American electoral system driven by Two Parties. 

American Album: Log Cabins and Hard Cider 

Conclusion: Despite Jacksonian nostrums about minimal government, the economic growth, territorial expansion, and remarkable immigration of the 1830s and 1840s forced both political parties to actively pursue control of the national government to accomplish their highly political ends. Echoing the sentiments of the Jeffersonians, the Democratic Party proved far more adept at winning national office than their Whig opponents. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 13: Manifest Destiny: An Empire for Liberty - or Slavery? 

1. Citizens of almost all regions of the country in the 1840s instinctively viewed Territorial Growth as the American way, as the country's right-of-way. Indians and Mexicans could not stop this juggernaut 

a) Many northerners understood that Manifest Destiny and Slavery were intimately tied together, as new lands in the south spelled the expansion of the peculiar institution. 

b) As old as the first seventeenth-century settlers, Americans' Westering Impulse proved as much a northern as a southern phenomenon. 

c) The Oregon and California Trails served as routes for literally hundreds of thousands to make their way, often at great peril, into the alluring lands of the west as "Oregon fever" swept the country. 

d) Joseph Smith gave his life in leading the remarkable Mormon Migration, which culminated in Brigham Young's settlement of the Utah Territory in 1847. 

e) American expansionists, led by Sam Houston, founded The Republic of Texas in March of 1836. 

f) Texans' desire to join the United States precipitated The Annexation Controversy in Congress during the administration of John Tyler. 

g) Dark horse candidate James Knox Polk made the acquisition of Texas and Oregon the key planks of his successful campaign for the presidency in 1844. 

2. Deliberate American provocations resulted in a two-year land grab called The Mexican War. 

a) The military campaigns of 1846 proved highly successful militarily, particularly in California, but created a formidable Whig presidential prospect in Zachary Taylor, "Old Rough and Ready," who led his forces to successive victories in Texas 

b) The military campaigns of 1847 proved even more successful, with the rather meager army of Winfield Scott performing an amphibious landing at Vera Cruz, decimating a larger Mexican force, and capturing Mexico City. 

c) Northerners, ever skeptical of Southern motives, publicly and vociferously expressed their heart-felt Anti-War Sentiment. 

d) Reservations about war aims led the House to pass The Wilmot Proviso, which sought the exclusion of slavery from all territory acquired in the war. 

3. The overlapping issues of territorial expansion and slavery dominated the politics of The Election of 1848 and promised to plague the short-lived presidency of Louisianan Zachary Taylor. 

a) Northern anti-slavery activists founded The Free Soil Party upon the same principals as the Wilmot Proviso. 

b) The year 1849 marked the start of The Gold Rush and the subsequent movement for California Statehood. 

4. While hailed by many as the savior of the Union, The Compromise of 1850 in its final form only delayed the ultimate breakdown of the party system. 

a) The Senate Debates over the 1850 compromise revolved around the efforts of Clay and Webster, who supported compromise, and Calhoun, who opposed it. 

b) The Passage of the Compromise as an omnibus bill proved impossible, but succeeded under the clever direction of freshman Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois. 

c) Northerners found anathema The Fugitive Slave Law, despite the stirring rhetoric of Daniel Webster. 

d) Southern representatives condemned Fugitive Slave Escapes, such as that of Anthony Burns, while many anti-slavery advocates materially supported the Underground Railroad. 

e) No one event more contributed to anti-slavery sentiment than Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin, published in 1852 and many times subsequently. 

5. Southern expansionists sought through Filibustering expeditions to acquire more lands for the expansion of slavery. 

i. Filibusterers, like the supporters of the Ostend Manifesto, believed that manifest Destiny included American slave colonies in the Caribbean and Central America. 

ii. The most remarkable of the filibusteros was William Walker, The Gray-Eyed Man of Destiny, who after naming himself president of Nicaragua was later executed by a firing squad in Honduras while attempting another coup.

American Album: The California Gold Rush 

Conclusion: Americans termed "Manifest Destiny" the notion that North America ought to be the sole domain of white Americans and their institutions. Manifest Destiny justified the acquisition through war and treachery of over 1.1 million square miles of territory at the end of the 1840s. While few disavowed the acquisition of new territory, many northerners suspected that expansion westward was a vehicle for the expansion of the South's peculiar institution. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 14: The Gathering Tempest, 1853-1860 

1. Nothing contributed more to the sense of sectional crisis than the fight over slavery in Kansas. The rise of the Republican Party in opposition to the spread of slavery and to slaveholders' interests anywhere guaranteed that slavery would dominate the political debates of the remainder of the 1850s. 

a) The brainchild of Stephan A. Douglas of Illinois, The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 repealed the Missouri Compromise line that had marked the northern border of slave expansion in the Louisiana Purchase. 

b) The sectional fighting over slavery and related issues led directly to the Death of the Whig Party, as northern Whigs joined the Republican Party. 

2. Concerns over immigration and Nativism proved important political issues that in other times might have overshadowed the growing crisis over slavery. 

a) A visceral fear of Immigrants in Politics among many Protestants resulted in the formation of the American, or Know-Nothing, Party. 

b) The rise of the "Know Nothings" culminated in the candidacy of Millard Fillmore for President in 1856 on a platform of immigrant restriction and delay of full political rights to newcomers. 

c) The furor over slavery was coterminous with The Decline of Nativism, itself critical to any chance of Republican success in national politics. 
3. A virtual civil war known as Bleeding Kansas broke out in that territory, as competing pro- and anti-slavery factions battled for supremacy. 

a) Charles Sumner's "Crime Against Kansas" speech so inflamed South Carolina Representative Preston Brooks that he nearly beat Sumner to death. Brooks' caning of the Massachusetts Senator was a hailed in the South as it was condemned in the North 

4. The Republican's first presidential candidate, John C. Fremont, ran well in The Election of 1856, but failed to win enough Border States to defeat Democrat James Buchanan. 

a) In The Dred Scott Case, Supreme Court Chief Justice Roger B. Taney ruled that the Missouri Compromise constituted an illegal denial of the property rights of slaveholders and that slaves were not citizens, and therefore could not sue in court. 

b) President Buchanan endorsed Kansas's blatantly pro-slavery Lecompton Constitution, despite the vehement opposition of Stephen Douglas and other northern Democrats. 

5. The Economy in the 1850s hummed along as economic production even outstripped the prodigious rate of population increase. 

a) Contemporaries heaped praise on "Yankee ingenuity" and the so-called "The American System of Manufactures," which incorporated the wide-scale use of interchangeable parts and other technical innovations. 

b) The Southern Economy grew rapidly in the 1850s, largely on the basis of growing worldwide demand for cotton. 

c) The inherent dangers of The Sovereignty of King Cotton was noted by James D. B. De Bow and other southerners who favored diversification and modernization of techniques. 

d) While northern leaders espoused the glories of free labor, Labor Conditions in the North were often miserable, as wages were low and urban life unhealthy in the extreme. 

e) While The Panic of 1857 hit hardest in the industrial areas of the North, the Republican Party actually gained strength due to Southern opposition to economic reform bills. 

f) Sectionalism and the Panic went hand in hand, as northern interests exploited Southern politicians' intransigence on economic reform measures. 

g) The Free Labor Ideology of "free soil, free labor, free men" was at the heart of the Republican Party's sectional message in the 1850s. 

h) Republicans skillfully exploited the publication of North Carolinian Hinton Rowan Helpers' The Impending Crisis to demonstrate how slavery negatively impacted the material conditions of non-slaveholders. 

i) While few Southern Non-Slaveholders seemed to be aware of the negative impact of slavery on their economic fortunes, most understood that their white skin made them part of the "ruling race" of their region. 

6. The Lincoln-Douglas Debates of 1858 served to highlight the deep divide over the morality of slavery in Illinois and the North generally, and quickly came to be regarded as perhaps the finest example of stump speech eloquence from the era. 
a) Abraham Lincoln stirred great controversy when upon accepting the Senate nomination he declared that the Union could not forever remain "a house divided." 

b) Douglas lost any chance of southern extremist support for his 1860 presidential campaign when he espoused his in Freeport Doctrine that citizens could effectively exclude slavery from the territories. 

7. The capture of abolitionist John Brown at Harpers Ferry and his subsequent execution stirred the conscience of Northerners who previously had considered abolitionists to be nothing less than dangerous disunionists. 

American Album: The Lincoln-Douglas Debates
Conclusion: Despite the efforts of many politicians, who feared for the Union, the events of the 1850s reinforced the growing schism between slavery and freedom. The birth of the Republican Party and the election of Lincoln inexorably led Southerners to reconsider the value of remaining within the United States, while John Brown's raid at Harpers Ferry proved true the South's greatest fears. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 15: Secession and Civil War, 1860-1862 

1. Although Lincoln won a clear electoral majority, The Election of 1860 was in many ways extraordinary; four candidates, Lincoln and Douglass of Illinois, Breckinridge of Kentucky, and Bell of Tennessee, representing three parties vied for the presidency in what amounted to two separate elections. 

a) Disaffection with the perceived radicalism of the major candidates led the Republicans to nominate Abraham Lincoln, the favorite son of the Chicago convention. 

b) The nomination of Lincoln and the republican platform did nothing to quell Southern Fears of the dangers posed by a Republican victory in the upcoming election. 

2. Following the Electoral College's confirmation of Lincoln's victory, South Carolina led The Lower South's Secession from the Union. 

a) Northerners Affirmed the Union by publicly supporting Lincoln and declaring secession unconstitutional. 

b) Northerners and Southerners floated a number of compromise proposals, most notably that of John J. Crittenden of Kentucky, in a desperate effort to avert war in the first months of 1861. 

3. Establishment of the Confederacy fell to a convention of seceded states that met in Montgomery, Alabama in the beginning of February. 

4. Lincoln brilliantly forced the hand of the Confederacy into firing the first shot of the Civil War at Fort Sumter on the morning of April 12, 1861. 

5. For both states and individuals, Choosing Sides proved an agonizing dilemma with far-ranging consequences. 

a) In the aftermath of the firing on Fort Sumter, The Border States were forced to choose sides, with Delaware, Kentucky, and Missouri choosing to remain in the Union. 

b) The Unionist western counties of Virginia seceded from their state in the creation of West Virginia. 

6. From men to money to material, The Balance Sheet of War seemed to favor the Union. 

a) The Union's material advantages would not guarantee victory without Strategy and Morale equal to the daunting task at hand. 

b) The prodigious numbers of volunteers on both sides made initial Mobilization for War far less difficult than after the fighting had started in earnest. 

c) The bloody engagements of the first years of the Civil War led to a revolution in the Weapons and Tactics, particularly as increasingly lethal weapons necessitated new battlefield tactics. 

d) Many contemporaries called the Civil War the first "modern war" because of the incredibly complicated Logistics involved in amassing, transporting, feeding, arming, and supplying the forces that fought on both sides. 

e) Financing the War proved a struggle for both sides, with the North relying on printing paper money and the scheming manipulations of financiers like Jay Cooke, and the Confederacy on anything and everything. 

7. The Civil War was not fought exclusively on land but with Navies, Blockades, and through Foreign Relations, all of which ultimately proved advantageous for the Union. 

a) The Confederacy mistakenly believed that King Cotton Diplomacy would be its trump card, forcing the English into recognition of the Confederate States of America. 

b) In The Trent Affair of October of 1861, the Union almost so gravely insulted the English so as to lead them into assisting the Confederacy. 

c) The Confederate Navy was composed largely of two purchased British vessels, the Alabama and the Florida, which captured or sank over 250 Union merchant vessels. 

d) The Monitor and the Virginia, both ironclads, dueled to a draw in their famed March 9, 1862 encounter. 

8. The Campaigns and Battles of 1861-1862 proved that the war would not end quickly, and that only great bloodshed and loss of life would bring the conflict to a conclusion. Battles such as Shiloh and Antietam cost both sides huge losses of men. 

a) With all the appearances of a smashing Union victory, The Battle of Bull Run on July 21, 1861 turned into a Confederate triumph when Thomas Jackson's Virginia brigade held its line and General Johnston arrived from the Shenandoah Valley with reinforcements. 

b) Union Naval Operations resulted in a series of victories over Confederate coastal fortifications and the forced surrender of New Orleans at the hands of Admiral David G. Farragut. 

c) Led by Ulysses S. Grant, combined union forces won key victories at Fort Henry and Fort Donelson on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. 

d) Despite losses of some 13,000 men in two days of bloody fighting, the Union and Grant defeated Confederate forces at The Battle of Shiloh on April 6-7. 

e) The Union's fortunes reversed dramatically in the spring of 1862 in The Virginia Theater, as Johnston's army put McClellan's Army of the Potomac on the defensive and Jackson's "foot cavalry' wreaked havoc in the Shenandoah Valley. 

f) In The Seven Days' Battles at the end of June in 1862, Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia turned the momentum of the war in favor of the Confederacy by driving McClellan's larger force from the outskirts of Richmond back towards the James River. 

9. For the remainder of 1862 Confederate Counteroffensives were designed to break the Union's will to fight, and at The Second Battle of Bull Run the Confederates again demonstrated that Northern victory, if it ever came, was a far way off.

American Album: Confederate Dead on the Battlefield
Conclusion: The election of Lincoln and the subsequent secession of eleven southern states culminated in Civil War. Neither Lincoln nor any party -- North or South -- could have predicted in 1860 that within two years the country would be mired in a brutal war without any foreseeable end. Perhaps only a few abolitionists sensed that the war would spell the end of slavery in the United States. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 16: A New Birth of Freedom, 1862-1865 

1. Lincoln's decision to issue an emancipation proclamation led directly to A New Birth of Freedom, while it radically enlarged the scope and purpose of the war, and raised difficult questions concerning the future of the Union. 

2. Both sides initially tried to sidestep the issue of slavery, but as time passed many northerners came to see a strike against it as a means of defeating the south. 

a) Slaves themselves helped force the issue by fleeing to Union lines, where they were allowed to remain, on grounds that they were "contraband" of war. 

b) Lincoln's efforts to persuade border state leaders to accept "compensated emancipation" met with obstinance and failure. 

c) Slave owner recalcitrance and calls from various advisors for tougher action led Lincoln to make a decision for full emancipation. 

i. Lincoln further reasoned that emancipation would enhance Northern resolve, and be well received by foreign nations. 

ii. Lincoln made his decision in July, 1862, but was advised to wait until his armies had scored a military success, lest the policy might look like a move of desperation. 

d) Lincoln called for 300,000 new federal troops and 300,000 more militiamen in the summer of 1862. 

e) General Lee, following upon his victory at Second Bull Run, came north in September, in a campaign which climaxed at the Battle of Antietam. 

i. Numerous things went wrong for the Confederates; most notably, a copy of Lee's orders was found and given to General McClellan. 

ii. 23,000 combined casualties made September 17, 1862, the bloodiest single-day of the war. 

f) Though in many ways a draw, Lee's forces had retreated. The Union claimed victory, and Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation. 

3. Several developments made 1862-1863 a Winter of Discontent. 

a) Antietam encouraged Lincoln to remove McClellan. His replacement, Ambrose Burnside, launched a frontal assault on the heights of Fredericksburg, and was repulsed with heavy casualties. 

b) The Copperheads, anti-war northern Democrats, called for the cessation of hostilities and recognition of southern independence. 

c) While the North struggled with low morale, southerners faced chronic food shortages which at times exploded into food riots. 

d) In both the south (1862) and north (1863), wartime drafts were met with contempt by poorer elements, who resented exemptions afforded the wealthy. 

i. Southern plantation owners were often excused so as to keep watch over the slaves and prevent uprisings. 

ii. Wealthy northerners could avoid the draft by simply paying $300.00 as a commutation fee. 

e) Closer historical examination reveals that the war was not exclusively A Poor Man's Fight, however. 

4. The 37th Congress enacted three laws, which provided what historians have called a Blueprint for Modern America. 

a) The Homestead Act granted farmers 160 acre homesteads virtually free, provided they lived thereupon and made efforts to improve the land. 

b) The Morrill Land Grant College Act gave states thousands of acres of land with which to establish colleges. 

c) The Pacific Railroad Act granted land and loans to railroad companies so as to spur the grow of transcontinental lines. 

d) The war also offered many opportunities to women, which bolstered the fledgling women's rights movement. 

i. Their most notable achievement was likely the formation of the United States Sanitary Commission, which supplied nurses to army hospitals. 

ii. Some women served in war industries, others joined the civil service, still more served as spies, and some actually enlisted (posing as men). 

5. The summer of 1863 is often considered the High Tide of the Confederacy 
a) Lee's defeat of Joseph Hooker at Chancellorsville that May owed to Lee's bold, aggressive reaction, and Hooker's loss of nerve. 

b) Another Confederate invasion of the north climaxed from July 1-3, 1863, when Lee's army clashed with that of Hooker's replacement, George Meade, at Gettysburg, the greatest battle in American history. 

i. Thrice Lee attempted to dislodge Union forces from a series of hills east of the town -- first attacking the northern and southern ends of the line, before assaulting the center in the Quixotic Pickett's charge. 

ii. 50,000 men perished in three days of fighting. Lee's army limped back to Virginia. 

c) Grant's successful conclusion of the Vicksburg Campaign coincided with Lee's retreat from Gettysburg. 

d) Just a few months later, in September, Union forces under William Rosecrans captured Chattanooga. 

i. With reinforcements from the Army of Northern Virginia, Braxton Bragg was able to spring a trap on Rosecrans at Chickamauga. 

ii. Lincoln reinforced Chattanooga with troops from Virginia and the Vicksburg campaign, and brought in Grant, who drove Confederate forces off the surrounding heights in November. 

6. The Emancipation Proclamation had reinforced calls for the enlistment of Black men in the Union armies. 

a) Initially envisioned as garrison an supply forces, black regiments would themselves push for the opportunity of combat. 

i. In May and June, 1863, black troops fought well in the campaign for Port Hudson. 

ii. The 54th Massachusetts gallantly assaulted Fort Wagner (South Carolina) that July, suffering 50% casualties in a failed effort. 

b) Continued military victories were the principal factors in confirming emancipation policy. 

7. Many southerners succumbed to defeatism during the trying winter of 1863-1864. More would do so in the following "Year of Decision." 

a) Confederate armies continued to resist, hoping that a war of attrition could tap anti-war sentiments, weaken northern wills, and prompt voters to oust Lincoln in the 1864 election in favor of a "peace Democrat." 

b) Grant, now general-in-chief, stuck southward from Washington in early May. In two days of hellish fighting, the Confederates inflicted severe casualties on Grant's forces in the "Wilderness." 
c) Grant did not retreat, unlike earlier commanders. Instead he regrouped, and again attempted to outflank Lee. 

i. In mid-May, assaults against Confederate entrenchments at Spotsylvania again produced high Union casualties. 

ii. On June 3, an ill-advised assault at Cold Harbor led to Union casualties reminiscent of Gettysburg. 

d) Grant eventually settled into what would become a nine-month siege of Petersburg, having suffered 65,000 total casualties since May. 

e) In the west, William Tecumsah Sherman gradually pushed Joseph Johnston's forces back toward Atlanta. 

i. An impatient Jefferson Davis replaced Johnston with John Bell Hood, who launched three futile offensives, severely weakening his forces. 

ii. Sherman placed Atlanta under siege. 

f) The Confederate attrition strategy seemed to be working, evidenced not only by Democratic opposition, but growing dissent among the Republicans. 

i. The Democrats nominated George McClellan, who called for an immediate cessation of hostilities. 

ii. Lincoln himself despaired that he would be badly beaten in his attempt at reelection, unless something drastic changed. 

g) Controversy over prisoners of war further complicating matters for Lincoln 

i. The most ghastly example of their suffering came at Andersonville, a "hellhole" in which soldiers died at a rate of more that one per day. 

ii. Lincoln resisted southern offers of prisoner exchanges until early 1865, however, largely because the latter refused to include black troops in their proposals. 

h) A desperate Confederacy decided upon recruiting slaves to fight, but the war ended before any such regiments were organized. 

8. An improved military situation eventually ensured the Reelection of Lincoln and the End of the Confederacy. 

a) Sherman's capture of Atlanta from Hood's depleted forces in September was both a symbolic and substantive victory. 

b) Further Union success came in the Shenandoah Valley. 

i. Philip Sheridan sought not only to drive Jubal Early's forces from the valley, but to deprive the confederacy of the area's resources. 

ii. Sheridan's men thoroughly destroyed the region, and routed Early in a series of battles, climaxing at Cedar Creek in October. 

c) The Confederate leadership resolved to keep fighting. Sherman, who had long pondered the nature of war, resolved to convince them otherwise. 

d) Sherman marched southward with 60,000 men from Atlanta, 280 miles to Savannah, wrecking most everything in their path. 

e) Hood marched his forces northward, where he sacrificed the bulk of his men in attacks at Franklin and Nashville. 

f) The capture of Fort Fisher in January, 1865, closed the Confederacy's last open port (Wilmington, North Carolina). 

g) Sherman's forces headed northward through the Carolinas, inflicting even more destruction than they had wrought upon Georgia. 

h) Grant, meanwhile, finally pressured Lee out of Richmond and Petersburg. Lee fled westward, only to have his remnant force cornered near Appomattox. On April 9, 1865, Lee surrendered. 

i) Northern celebrations soon turned to mourning, however, following the Assassination of Lincoln on April 14. 

American Album: The Fruits of War 
Conclusion: The Civil war resolved two fundamental questions. The first involved the elimination of slavery. The second involved the superiority of federal authority to that of the states. Such resolution came at a cost of over 600,000 lives. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 17: Reconstruction, 1863-1877 

1. From the beginning of the Civil War, the North fought with Recon-struction in mind. The precise meaning of that word, however, varied among individuals, and changed as the war continued. 

2. Lincoln's Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction seemed, to many Republicans, both too lenient toward former Confederates and insufficient in guaranteeing the rights and liberties of freedmen. 

a) When certain confederate state governments reorganized under this plan, they denied blacks the vote and enacted restrictive labor laws that seemed a veritable return to slavery.

b) Radical Republicans came to support tougher policies epitomized in the Wade-Davis bill. 

3. Andrew Johnson became president upon Lincoln's assassination. 

a) Johnson expressed no love for the planter class, but was a white supremacist who aimed to deny blacks the fruits of reconstruction.

i. Under Johnson's plans, the southern states defiantly elected prominent Confederate officials to office.

ii. Johnson also granted special pardons to many of those "aristocrats" whom he had earlier vowed to punish. 

b) Even more alarming to Radical Republicans were the establish-ment of the Black Codes, which relegated blacks to second-class citizenship.

c) The war had left the southern economy in chaos. Planters had no labor, and ex-slaves often had neither land nor work.

d) The Freedman's Bureau sought to establish labor contracts between landowners and the former slaves. 

i. Proposals to provide land for the landless, through confiscation of plantations failed to reach fruition. 

ii. Eventually, a new system of sharecropping emerged. 

f) The Bureau was more successful in providing educational opportunities for blacks.

4. By the time Congress met in 1865, the Republican majority had resolved to challenge Johnson with new reconstruction policies.

a) Johnson showed contempt for Congressional initiatives. 

b) Congress passed a civil rights bill, and another expanding the Freedman's Bureau's powers, overriding presidential vetoes. 

c) More dramatically, Congress sent to the states the Fourteenth Amendment, which vastly expanded federal powers to prevent state violations of civil rights.

d) Johnson's obstinance and courting of disgraced Democrats were pivotal factors in a sweeping radical Republican victory in the 1866 Congressional Elections.

e) Given a three-to-one majority, the Republican Congress passed the Reconstruction Acts of 1867.

i. They enfranchised black males, disfranchised certain ex-Confederates, and sent the army south for enforcement.

ii. 735,000 enfranchised black voters became the backbone of the Republican party in the south, which took control of southern state governments. 

5. Johnson did everything he could to stop Congressional reconstruc-tion, provoking considerable ire. His firing of the Secretary of War was the final straw which convinced the House to vote for impeachment. 

a) A few Republicans were persuaded to acquit the president, sparing him from impeachment by one vote. Johnson was left politically impotent, however.

b) Majority-Republican state conventions, enacted universal male suffrage, and mandated state-wide public schools for both races.

c) With ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment in 1870, the Constitution became color-blind for the first time in history. 

d) Ulysses S. Grant, who had openly broken with Johnson, won the 1868 election.

6. The Grant Administration is usually branded a failure, owing to widespread corruption among presidential subordinates. 

a) In reality, several government agencies made real progress in establishing a more professional and qualified civil service. 

b) The administration also achieved some foreign policy success, in ameliorating tensions with Great Britain and Canada. 

c) Blacks comprised 80% of southern Republican voters, yet held only 15 to 20% of elected positions. The myth of "ignorant" black politicians is patently false.

d) Carpetbaggers (northern whites who moved south) did occupy a disproportionate number of political offices, but most were not unscrupulous, as southern myths would have it.

e) Scalawags (Southern-native white Republicans) came largely from areas with traditional hostility to the southern planter aristocracy.

f) While the Fifteenth Amendment seemed to many a victory for reconstruction, there was no peace in the south.

g) The most potent weapon of the Democrat arsenal was violence, epitomized by the Ku Klux Klan.

i. One Klan goal was to keep blacks consigned to second-class citizenship. The burning of schools represents but one example of this.

ii. The Klan also strove to destroy the Republican party by terrorizing voters.

h) Grant staved off the challenge of "Liberal Republican" Horace Greeley to win reelection in 1872, but Greeley's calls to abandon reconstruction struck a responsive chord with many northerners.

i) To make matters worse, panic on Wall Street in 1873 plunged the economy into a five-year recession.

7. Economic anguish, and a growing weariness with the seemingly end-less turmoil of southern politics, turned many northern voters against the Republican party and prompted retreat from reconstruction. 

a) Democratic tactics of coercing white Republicans and intimi-dating black voters threw the Mississippi Election of 1875.

b) The Supreme Court, meanwhile, ruled against many aspects of civil rights legislation, even challenging the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendment via narrow interpretation.

c) The Election of 1876 between Samuel Tilden and Rutherford Hayes was held amidst Democratic attempts to "bulldoze" black voters into submission.

d) The candidates polled nearly equal votes. But three southern states experienced disputed returns owing to widespread "bulldozing."

e) Congress had to appoint a special committee to break the deadlock by hammering out the Compromise of 1877.

i. To avert crisis, the Republicans agreed to provide economic help to the south, and to end "bayonet rule" 

ii. The Democrats agreed to accept Hayes as president. 

f) Without federal troop support, the southern Republican party collapsed. Thus the Compromise marks the end of Reconstruction. 

American Album: Cartoons for Freedom
Conclusion: Reconstruction had both reincorporated former Confederate states into the union and destroyed slavery. But continued inequities relegated the newly-freed slaves into second-class citizenship, wherein most would remain for nearly another century. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 18: Frontiers of Change, Politics of Stalemate, 1865-1898 

1. From 1865 to 1890, the Frontier Changed markedly. The white popu-lation of the West increased dramatically, at great cost to Native Americans and the environment. 

2. Railroads, one of the main agencies of westward expansion, brought thousands of "sodbusters" west.

a) Silver and Copper enticed miners westward (gold had done so before). Mining became highly capitalized, with savage labor relations and the most militant of unions.

b) The dominant figure of the Old West is neither sodbuster nor miner, but the cowboy.

For but a brief interlude, cowboys could be found driving cattle north from Texas to Kansas.

The life of the cowboy has since been grossly exaggerated in popular literature and the movies.

Black and Mexican cowboys were numerous and among the most skilled members of the profession, but were traditionally missing from popular "Westerns." 

3. The westward expansion of ranching and farming doomed the Plains Indians to concentration on limited, undesirable reservations. 

a) Employing tactics similar to those used against Confederate areas, Army commanders attacked villages and slaughtered buffalo to suppress the various tribes.

b)The most famous of Indian conflicts involved the Sioux. It began in the 1860s with the Santee uprising.

i. It reached an apex of sorts with the defeat of Custer in 1876. Follow-up forces, however, defeated the Sioux and their allies, and forced them onto a reservation.

ii. The Wounded Knee massacre of 1890, the last "battle" between the US Army and American Indians, symbolizes the death of Plains Indian culture.

c) President Grant's "Peace Policy" advocated "civilizing" the Indians. The Dawes Severalty Act called for individual allo-cations of land and the dissolution of tribal entities.

d) Mexican-Americans suffered dispossession of their land, loss of political influence, and suppression of their culture. 

4. New South ideology brought a spirit of entrepreneurship into southern life, but left segregation fundamentally unchallenged. 

a) Textiles, tobacco, railroads and iron were mainstays of southern industry.

b) Prevailing low wages proved attractive to investors, but kept southern workers at or below the poverty line.

c) The crop-lein system kept most practitioners of southern agriculture mired in even more severe poverty.

d) Southern states passed Jim Crow Laws legalizing segregation, and bringing the black experience in "freedom" to its nadir.

i. Blacks were denied the vote, abused as convict labor, and lynched in race riots.

ii. In the face of intense hostility, Booker T. Washington's "Atlanta Compromise" accepted segregation, and urged self-help with a goal of earning white acceptance.

5. Paralysis gripped the government from 1873-1893. Problems were left unaddressed amidst the Politics of Stalemate. 

a) A knife-edge electoral balance between the two major parties left both without the power to innovate, and encouraged the avoidance of controversial issues.

b) The assassination of President James Garfield served as odd catalyst for Civil Service Reform via the Pendleton Act of 1883.

c) The McKinley tariff of 1890 raised duties on products to a point not seen since the 1828 "Tariff of Abominations." 

The American Album: Destruction of the Buffalo

Conclusion: White Americans long believed that the chance to go west and start a new life symbolized liberty and equality. The "closing" of the frontier with the approach of the new century coupled with a variety of unaddressed problems portended chaos in ensuing years. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 19: Economic Change and the Crisis of the 1890s 

1. Industrialization brought forth inequality of wealth and income, which prompted Crises in the 1890s.

2. The Economy grew dramatically between 1878 and 1893. 

a) The Railroads were the most important agents of economic growth. 

i. Monopolistic practices led farmers to form cooperatives, and eventually political parties, which challenged the railroads in court.

ii. The Interstate Commerce Act of 1887 officially outlawed pools and discriminatory rates, and while enforcement was at times lacking, rates did decline steadily.

b) Technological advances were plentiful and significant. 

c) Economic growth brought with it class inequality. 

i. While workers barely made enough to support themselves, "millionaires" engaged in "conspicuous consumption." 

ii. Some "robber barons" bribed legislators, manipulated the stock market, exploited workers and cheated shareholders, while ruining competitors and building monopolies.

d) An Anti-Trust Movement emerged in the 1880s in response to the excesses of the robber barons.

i. It seemingly achieved it goal with passage of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act in 1890.

ii. Another decade would pass, however, before the Act would be properly implemented.

3. Low wages, appallingly high accident rates, and an erosion of worker autonomy led to years of Labor Strife.

a) The Great Railroad Strike of 1877 spread nationwide, left at least 100 dead, and raised the specter of class conflict. 

b) The Knights of Labor emerged in the 1870s and 1880s as a national federation of unions.

i. Relatively inclusive for their time, the Knights would attract 700,000 members by 1886.

ii. Their leadership, however, was torn by indecisiveness, attributable to a philosophical opposition to strikes. 

c) In 1886, anarchist trade unionist fought police in Chicago in what became known as the Haymarket incident.

i. Anti-union hysteria and legal fiascoes followed, which caused membership in the Knights of Labor to plummet.

ii. A new, more conservative national labor organization, the American Federation of Labor, emerged in their wake.

d) Henry George in Progress and Poverty called for what today are known as capital gains taxes.

e) Edward Bellamy in Looking Backward envisioned a future devoid of class conflict, in which all industry would be controlled by the government. Some called his ideas Christian Socialism.

f) The Homestead Strike of 1892 peaked with a gun battle between workers and Pinkerton agents, but failed after public sympathy shifted to support of management.

g) The Depression of 1893 witnessed over 15,000 businesses fail.

i. In one unique response, James Coxey organized an "army" of unemployed who marched to Washington in effort to obtain federal job assistance via public works programs.

ii. The movement ended in anticlimax when Coxey and others were arrested for trespassing on the Capital grounds.

h) The Pullman Strike of 1894 in Chicago was led by Eugene Debs, founder of the American Railway Union and a fixture on the American labor scene for the next thirty years.

i. After strike sympathizers had shut down rail traffic, President Grover Cleveland sent in federal troops.

ii. Thirty four people died in the ensuing violence. Order was restored, the union crushed, and Debs imprisoned.

4. The vagarities of weather, nature, intense competition and price declines caused many frontier farmers difficulty. To ease their distress, the sought solutions amidst various Farmers Movements.

a) Some farmers lashed out at banks and the monetary system, especially constraints on credit.

b) Many farmers supported the "Greenback" party in 1876 and 1880, whose platform called for more US Treasury notes. 

c) More popular was the "free silver movement," which advocated increasing the amount of silver in the money supply. 

d) A new organization, the Farmers Alliance, emerged in the 1880s as the champion of the farmers' cause.

i. The Alliance encouraged a sense of pride and solidarity among farm families, and set up various cooperatives. 

ii. The Alliance developed a political agenda, which called for a graduated income tax, the direct election of senators, "free silver," government control of transportation, and the establishment of federal crop warehouses.

5. Farmer discontent eventually led to the creation of a third party, the People's Party, commonly called the Populists.
a) The party fared poorly in its first national election in 1892, but the Panic of 1893 and President Cleveland's fiscal policies revived Populist support.

b) William Jennings Bryan catapulted into the Democratic presidential nomination in 1896.

i. He did so on a platform that embraced not only the Silver Issue, but the bulk of the Populist platform.

ii. The Populists supported Bryan and the Democrats, dissolving their party in the process

c) Bryan lost the Election of 1896 to the Republican nominee William McKinley.

American Album: The Rise of Sport 

Conclusion: The social and political upheavals of the 1890s shocked many people. As urbanization and industrialization continued to grow, many Americans would come to support progressive reform as a cure for the ills of society.
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 20: An Industrial Society, 1890-1920 

1. From 1890-1920, America become the world's foremost industrial society. 

2. Technological innovations, new corporate structures and management techniques created the conditions that powered economic growth. 

a) Two of the most important new technologies were electric power and the internal combustion engine. 

b) Corporations grew dramatically in size. 

c) Mass Production techniques became widespread. 

d) Mass distribution insured extensive sales. 

e) Corporations endeavored to restrain competition and avoid the "boom and bust" cycle. Many eventually resorted to mergers. 

f) The ranks of middle managers mushroomed, as elaborate management hierarchies emerged. 

g) As their businesses grew complex, companies often turned to Scientific management. 
i. Frederick Winslow Taylor pioneered efforts to make human labor more efficient, with varying degrees of success. 

ii. Scientific Management is in someways epitomized by Henry Ford's introduction of the assembly line. 

3. Andrew Carnegie's The Gospel of Wealth typifies efforts of certain industrialists who, seeking a more favorable image than the "Robber Barons," began to use their fortunes to advance the public welfare. 

4. The 1890s were a time of heightened enthusiasm for competitive (often violent) sports, outdoor recreation, and physical fitness. 

a) Some Americans immigrants, sought "racial fitness" as well, urging more Anglo-Saxon reproduction and/or restrictions on "undesirable" immigration. 

b) Social Darwinists took racialist thought further, claiming that humankind followed "survival of the fittest" principals. 

5. Between 1880 and 1920, 23 million people came to the United States in the largest proportional wave of immigration ever. 

a) Some groups, notably Italians and Slavs, desired only to improve their economic plight, and then return home. 

b) Other groups fleeing persecution, including the Irish and Jews, saw their presence in the United States as permanent. 

c) Immigrant men comprised the overwhelming majority of the nation's labor force. 

i. Those who worked in heavy industry, railroading, or mining were especially vulnerable to accident and injury. 

ii. Hours were long and pay minimal. Immigrant families teetered on the edge of poverty, many slipped into it. 

d) Living Conditions were overcrowded and poorly sanitized, often lacking such basics as windows and running water. 

6. Ethnic Communities responded with resourcefulness and mutual aid. 

a) Immigrant communities reproduced institutions from the old country and developed new institutions as well. 

b) Each ethnic group created its own history of economic success establishing emergent middle classes in a variety of ways. 

c)Immigration led directly to the establishment of Political Machines in the nation's cities 

i. While big city machines at times brought genuine reform, they also engaged in graft, corruption and vice. 

ii. Organized Crime became a scourge of ethnic neighborhoods reaching a peak of sorts during the Prohibition era. 

7. African-Americans remained primarily rural and southern, engaged in sharecropping or tenant farming, and mired in poverty and debt. 

a) The increasing number of African-American industrial workers were subjected to hardships and indignities beyond those faced by the new immigrants. 

b) Though an African-American middle class did emerge, prejudice and racism kept it smaller and more precarious than its European-ethnic counterparts. 

8. For many working class persons, hope for economic improvement lay in unions. 

a) The most prominent labor organization of the time, the American Federation of Labor, was timid and conservative. 

i. AFL leader Samuel Gompers withdrew from political activism and pursued "bread-and-butter" issues. 

ii. Though membership reached over two million, a focus on craft workers and prejudice toward the new immigrants and blacks distanced the AFL from many unskilled laborers. 

b) The Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), led by "Big Bill" Haywood, was more radical and theoretically more inclusive than the AFL. Its regular membership, however, never exceeded 20,000. 

9. Industrial workers did enjoy new entertainments, including dance halls, vaudeville theatres, amusement parks, ball fields, and most notably, motion pictures. 

10. Young, single women challenged the Victorian notions of separate gender spheres, bringing forth the "New Sexuality and the New Woman." 

a) Spokeswomen emerged to make the case for full female equality, with they labelled "feminism." 

b) The movement toward gender equality aroused considerable anxiety in conservative sectors of American society. 

American Album: Immigrants in the West 

Conclusion: Corporations stimulated the growth of cities, attracted millions of immigrants, and helped created a vibrant urban culture. Yet millions of American were impoverished amidst an economically imbalanced society.
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