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The reforms that sprung up in the 1830s and 1840s reflected a more optimistic outlook.  Reformers were constantly striving to better the quality of life for the 'underprivileged'.  Namely the poor, the criminal, the insane, and the sinner.  Reformers knew right from wrong and tried to 'reform' others "for their good" whether they wanted or needed it or not.  The common theory in those times was that bad social influences were responsible for crime, and other moral problems.  Reformers belived in reforming the immoral and unsocial person in a good atmosphere.  They got involved in these "good causes" for social order, continuity, and connection.  They hoped of a better nation during political and social turmoil.  They taught and encouraged discipline and self-reliance to those less fortunate.  The reform movement began many campaigns for women's rights, moral reform, religious reform, education, asylums and prisons, temperance reform, and abolition.         These reformers consisted mostly of women, led by men in most cases.  Women did have their own chapters of temperance reform, moral reform, and abolition.  However, the majority of women were unable to participate in these reform movements due to time and energy being put into housekeeping and childbearing. The new middle class, women who had servants and did not need to worry about the housekeeping themselves,  made up the majority of the reform societies.  These women were also very active in the women's rights movement, in working for political, legal and social equality.  Women were unable to vote, take part in politics, earn as much as men, have a career outside of the home if married, inherit property, or obtain higher education.         Moral reform was organized by women groups,  for the purpose of "rescuing" prostitutes.  They offered them religion, prayer, and temporary shelter along with a job.  A domestic job which was low in pay and restirictive.         Dorothea Dix went to the Massachusetts State legislature in 1843 and reported on the horrid conditions of mentally ill women in the prisons with criminals.  She spent the next 17 years lobbying in her state and in other states for insane asylums and better prisons.  The result was that in 1860, 28 states had public mental institutions.         Literacy in New England was highly valued.  And up until 1827 in Massachusetts, education was something done at home, private and personally paid for.  Horace Mann then became the secretary of the Massachusetts State Board of Education.  He strived for all childeren to go to public school, giving women the job of teaching.  Women were believed to be the teachers of intelect and spirit, so this was a more natural role for women to be in.  This giving women their first career opportunity. Soon children ages 5-19 were being educated at a higher percentage than before.         New religions tend to spring up at hard times. In peticular, apocalyptic religions, which come about even more when there is a rapid social change.  Add to that a prolonged depression which began with the Panic of 1837 and many people were led to believe in imminent catastrophe.  The Shakers, another religion that gained popularity, was attractive to its followers especially after 1850 because of the simple, highly structured lifestyle, isolation from the world, and equality for all.  The Mormons, or Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, was a religion founded in 1830 on more solid, truthful grounding.  This religion was the most successful of the religions coming out at this time.  They gained many followers because of "extraordinary communitarianism," being under benelovent authority, close cooperation, hard work, and economic success.  These qualities also attracted violent and resentful neighbors.         Temperance reform was a bad social influence for many of the criminals.  Most male immigrants to America lived a life of drinking.  They drank hard liquor, and consumed a lot of it in a day.  This caused econimc strains on the family and the man to become violent.  The Washington Tempereance Society believed that "tempereance is the workingman's best chance to survive economically and maintain independence."  Because fo the temperance reform, businesses quite allowing alcohol on the job, and the American population cut their drinking amount in half.      Abolition had 3 different groups striving for it; the Quakers, free African Americans, and militant white reformers.  The American Colonization Society began in 1817 with the idea to send African Americans bask to their roots in Africa.  This was unsuccessful, however, 1400 blacks were relocated.  Free African Americans such as Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, and Sojourner Truth spoke at conventions about their firsthand experiences with slavery.  John Russwurm, Samuel Cornish and David Walker publish antislavery literature.  And Nat Turner started a rebellion that ended in costing many whites their lives and over 200 blacks theirs.  "The vehemence of their protests is a testimony to courage of a handful of determined free African Americans to speak for their enslaved brothers and sisters."  William Lloyd Garrison is probably the most wellknown abolitionist.  He was incapable of compromise, wanted the immediate abolishment of slavery, demanded full social equality.      All of these reforms were brought about for the better of a nation.  A nation that was struggling in its early years to find its own identity and get away from the british realm.  A nation wanting to make a statement that they are 'gonna be somebody someday', they are prove to the world that they can think for themselves.  All Americans have an individual feeling for bettering themselves, their lifestyle, or the country in which they live.  Francis Grund said, "Americans love their country not as it is but as it will be."


John O'Sullivan said, "our manifest destiny to overspread the cotinent alotted by Providence for the free development of our yearly multiplying millions."  Americans believed that they had the God-given right to take the American Democracy and the benefits that came with it to all backward people, namely mexican and indian nations.  And if necessary with force.  The Democrats supported espansion, whereas the Whigs (especially in the North) opposed it.  The Democrats also feared industrialization, and the Whigs welcomed it with open arms.  The Whigs saw economic progress, but the Democrats saw economic depression (especially after the Panic of 1837), uncontrolled urban growth, and growing social unrest.  The Democrats thought that the answer to the National Social ills was to continue to follow Thomas Jefferson's vision of establishing agriculture in the new territories to counterbalance industrialization.  "Oregon Fever" was those people who went to Oregon eager for land and plitical control.  The Oregon Donation Land Claim Act of 1850 dispersed 320 acres of land to each white male 18 years or older, and 640 acres of land to each married couple, both of which excluded African Americans, Hawaiian, and American Indians.  In Texas, had numerous organized Farm enterprises.  Their crop was cotton and their labor was African American slaves.  Many sountherners saw Texas as just a continuation of off Mississippi and Louisiana.  In 1828, the Mexican government oulawed slavery and put many other restrictions on the American farmers in Texas, the Americans started thinking of revolting.  Thus the Alamo was fought and Texas gained its independence.  In 1837, Texas applied for statehood, but was denied the annexation.  The U.S. Congress received numerous petitions opposing the admittance of a 14th slave state.  Polk envisioned the U.S. owning the land from the Atlantic to the Paicific oceans.  Northern Whigs were opposed to a war with Mexico for that land, and one said, "...mexicans will poison us."  Soutnerners also opposed it.  And they believed that the mixed Mexicans "...pose a challenge to white supremacy."  California was one of the territories claimed in effect of the Mexican-American War.  Sutter's Mill in California was run mainly on forced Indian labor.  Many feared that expansion would reopen the issue of slavery in territories.  A Democrat from Pennsylvania, David Wilmot, was the author of the Wilmot Proviso which proposed that slavery be banned in all territories acquired from Mexico. He was ready to support the Southern institution as it was, where it was, but not extend it.  Democrats and Whigs alike could not get their North and South wings to agree.  This was the first breakdown of the National Party System.  The Wilmot Proviso reopened the issue of slavery and the question of the future of a nation.  Many people joined the popular sovereignty bandwagon which believed that the citizens of each territory should be able to decide between being a slave or free state in the Union.  The Liberty Party proposed to prohibit the admission of slave states into the Union, end slavery in the District of Columbia, abolish the interstate slave trade that was important to the expansion of cotton growing into the old Southwest, and deny office to slaveholders (which would mean no southern senators).  But the Liberty Party was too uncompromising for the mass of the voters.  The Northern voters realized that if the Liberty Party was to win, the South states would leave the Union rather that accept the proposal.  Free-Soilers would allow slavery to stay where it was, but not allow it in any new and unorganized territory.  But many Northerners did not like this, if any northern farmers who moved West, would compete at an economic disadvantage with the Southern farmer who uses slave labor.  So, many territories "solved" this race issue by saying 'antislavery', they meant 'antiblack', or in other words, no African Americans allowed.  These states were Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and Oregon.  The Manifest Destiny and Wilmot Proviso affected the Contintental Nation and stirred up the issue that was to tear it apart.
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1.    One of the most simplest and obvios aspects of the differences  between the North and South was the Geography.  The South was obviously more southern and closer to Africa and the carribean islands where most of the slaves were exported from.  Charleston, South Carolina imported more than 40,000 thousand slaves prior to the 1800's.  Another factor was the rich soil that preceeded in the South.  A section in the South called the black belt was coined because of it's very rich soil.  To the South's advantage the use of slaves was very beneficial.  These slaves worked on huge plantations growing the South biggest cash crop, cotton.  Prior to the 1800's cotton could only be produced at the rate of 1 pound per day.  The reason for this was because of it's tedious task of picking the seeds out of strand of cotton. One of the biggest aspects that that changed Southern life entirely was the creation of the cotton gin in 1793 by Eli Whitney.  With this machine cotton could be produced at an incredible rate of 50 pounds a day.  Resulting in this invention ment more slaves, bigger plantations and more money being made. In the South at that time you were either a rich plantation owner, slave, or a poor white worker.  England was another result in the South's success.  At that time England was in great need for much of the South's cotton.  England was very sophisticated in the ways of machinery and factories.  To the South, slavery plantations and cotton were they're only way of living.  If one looks at this logically, one can see that the South couldn't of had it better.  There was little if any loss in the production in cotton in having the slaves and they also had a very good market for sale to England.  Also, there was no risk in growing cotton.  Slavery and cotton and was a way of life for the South, they knew no other way to live and if it was profitbale, why change or try to BE changed.  This qoute sums up the Souths overall attitude and viewpoints of slavery. "Slavery informs all our modes of life, all our habits of thought, lies at the basis of our social existence and our political faith."  (Southern plantation owner)      The North could not have devoloped in a more opposite direction.  The North did have very good land for agriculture so in turn they had to find other ways of living.  To this, came the Market revolution of the North which involved three major categories.  The first and most important was the devolopment of transportation throughout the North.  Railroads were being built at an enormous pace.  With this rapid growth comes much faster commumication which is very beneficial in any mode of technology.  Unlike, the South where most were farmers, many in the north were artisans, who played a big role in the commercialization.  These artisans were skilled craftsmen who were on a contract with their master for a certian amount of years.  When the contract was up, the worker would usually open their own store or shop.  This commercialism would make the devolopment of the north move mush faster.  Instead of everyone trying to make their own goods for survival, people started producing large amounts of a certian product which led to the "putting out" system.  This system played a mojor role in commercialization because it moved things along faster and in bigger quantities.  Merchants paid for raw materials for skilled workers then paid the worker a certian amount per piece.  The result was that the merchants could sell in mass quatities to distant markets.  This then followed to the final aspect of the market revolution.  Industrialization, this development brought all the concepts of commercializtion, but goods were now being produced by machines instead of by hand.  What is ironic about this is that the North was copying Englands revolution of the machines and factories.  Whereas, the South relyed highly on England for their demand.  Both sides used England to become farther apart which in it's entirely  could of helped each other.  But, this was impossible beacuse of the politics.    The North and South viewed the way of living completley oppositley.  Both had their views and justifications for their actions.  The North devoloped social classes, lower, middle, upper.  Whereas, the South had many rich plantation owners or very poor white workers.  Through out the years both sides tried to comprimise through land and slavery but in the long run it was impossible to come to a settlement.  The only way to solve this great dispute was through the hatred and evilness of war.


1.    There were many aspects to what was the result in the U.S. westward expansion.  Unlike these days a sense of pride was a major aspect to the result of our expansion througout the rest of the U.S.  During this time people were finally starting to slip away from their tradions of their ancestors and see themselves as true Americans.  Meaning white, english speaking and most of all prostestant.  Many people of that time thought this was the way to live and that there should be no other.  With this came the term "manifest destiny" a term coined by John O'sullivan in 1845.  He talked about how it was the peoples "god given right" to civileze the "un-civilized".  Poeple in that time thought that it was their duty.  Almost a mission from God, which gave them justification to change the "old ways" throughout the west with force if necessary.  The first group of poeple to deal with this harsh treatment were the Indians.  Mostly involving the 5 major civilized tribes: Cherokees, Chicksaws, Choctaws, Creeks and Seminoles.  Many Americans of that time (mostly south) saw the Indians and being too civilized to be slaves and the wrong color to be masters.  So, in turn they shipped many of them off to Indian territoy (which is now Indiana) along the "Trail of Tears" in 1838 where hundreds of Indians died along they way only to journey to a place completley unlike their old homeland.  The next group of people that were in the way of the U.S.'s expansion were the Mexicans.  Now, these people to the Americans were very "uncivlized"  they were dark skinned, who didn't speak english and most of all were Catholic which relates to the American's manifest destiny.  It all statred with a land disagreement in Texas involving the Nueces river and the Rio Grande.  Mexico thought that they had land all the way to the Nueces, whereas the U.S. thought they had it down to the Rio Grande.  This later devoloped into the Mexican American War.  Where the U.S. won and the treaty of Gudalupe Hidalgo presided.  Now, with each of territories that the U.S. acquired there had to be an even state or territory created whether it be slave or free.  One territory in what is now Utah, New Mexico and Arizona the U.S. created a popular soveriegnty which made it the peoples choice to decide whether or not they wanted slavery in their territory.  Another of the deals was the wilmont proviso which outlawed slavery in the land taken from Mexico.  Some territories were acquired peacefully, like the Oregon teritory.  The U.S. settled with Britian, mainly because Britian was much too powerful and at the time we were already fighting a war very south of Oregon.  Splitting the forces was not a risk that the U.S. was willing to take.  Finally, in California, gold was discovered in 1849 and a huge gathering of rich seekers devoloped in california.  Through 1845 to 1848 the U.S. grew by 70 percent.  To the South's dismay.  They underestimated the west and all of it's territories.  In the long run most of the west became free territories and states.  The idea of moving westward was succesful but not in the effect of keeping slavery alive and nativism true. 
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The reforms undertaken in the 1830's and 1840's largely reflected a spirit of pessimism.  The American people were reaching out trying to regain a feeling of order and control.  The period of the reforms was one that did not come easy and faced some opposition.       One of the first developements of the early reforms was the formation of insane assylums.  These assylums were based on the belief that the unfortunate would become reformed under good environments.  This meant that assylums and many prisons alike changed their way of handling patients and inmates.  Many of these people being subjected to reform did not react well and this proved that the road to reform would not be easy.        During this time, reform went from local efforts, to Regional and National organizations forming to deal with the vast social problems of society such as drinking and prostitution.  Although many organizations were forming this did not by any means indicate that all Americans were members of reform groups.  In fact many Americans opposed and rejected the idea of reform, especially those that were being subjected to it.       These are all example of America trying to regain it's order and bring back a sense of control of it's people.  A large majority seeking this reform was women.  They wanted change and were very much in support of change.       One of the largest reform movements that took place during this time period was the temperance movement.  This also happened to be one that women push full force.  Alcohol was a part of nearly every man's life during the 1830's and 40's.  From having a glass of brandy at a meeting to having a shot of whiskey before bed, men drank and they drank as what some would beleive, as excessively. Many beleived that this lead to violence and problems of negative result. Due to this the American Temperance society was formed and boasted to regain control of young men and set right a path of self destruction.  They believed that in order to save the future generations they needed to regain control.       America was all about change and the reforms during the 1830's and 1840's proved this to be very true.  People were willing to commit to a cause that they believed in and work to regain the order and control that they so seeked.  For Francis Grund said, "Americans love their country not as it is, but as it will be."


There were a variety of formulas for addressing the matter of slavery in the territories in the time just before the Civil War.  These proposals were ones that were thought to be fair and attractive to both the Northern and Southern states.  Although these were great aspirations, none proved to be universally acceptable.         One of the the first proposals in the half dozen years before the civil war was the Kansas-Nebraska act.  This act was developed by Stephen A. Douglas and proposed to open territory to white settlement for the expansion of the railroad.  In order for the railrod to move through, land west of Iowa and Missouri needed to be organized into territory.  In order for this to happen Douglas needed votes from Southern democrats and had to open the territory to slavery.  The passage of this act proved to the North that compromise with the South was impossible.    Douglas believed that he could present a solution accepted by both sides.  He believed this because the North would be getting the railroad to run close to home, and the South would get the territory open to slavery.  Instead the tension between the North and South grew as a result.       Another proposal to the matter of slavery in the territories was the Dred Scott decision.  Dred Scott was a slave to a military man.  He was taken on assignments with his master all over the country.  While on one of these assignments he married another slave woman and they had a child while in a free state.  In 1846 Scott sued for his and his families freedom because they had their child in a free state.  The request of Scott for his freedom was denied and as result the Missouri Compromise was declared unconstitutional.  The case was dismissed because the justice claimed that only a citizen can bring forth a case for a federal court, and a black man cannot be a citizen.  The intent by Chief Justice Tany was to end slavery but rather he created tension and conflict within the North and South.  The government had no right to interfere with movement of property through territories.  The South supported Tany's decision but the North was thoroughly disgusted and hated the ruling.  Thus this formula proved not to be universally acceptable.       Slavery in the territories of America was a subject that just could not be agreed upon.  It was a constant struggle back and forth between the North and South.  It seemed as if there would never be a solution and that nothing but war and violence would solve the struggle.  "It is sad that a country with so much to be had could not agree on the community that they shared."
