Southern self-consciousness and the Expansion of Slavery 

    background: events in the U.S. 

                        abolition in the Americas 

    expansion: self-serving Southern rationales for expansion 

                        British threat 

                        "safety-valve" theory 

    real and possible annexations: 

                        Texas--1836 

                        California--1844 

                        Yucatan--1848 

                        Cuba--1848 

                        Nicaragua and Cuba--1854-1856 

  

  

Slavery, the Territories, and the Civil War 

The Constitution, slavery, states, and territories 

review of slavery and territories 

Northwest territory--1787 

Louisiana Purchase--1803, 1820

    The Mexican Cession and slavery (1848-1850) ---Episode I 

  

                                           ; ;                          [Texas annexed--a state] 

        Utah and New Mexico territories 

    3 solutions 

Wilmot Proviso 

 36-30 line 

 Calhoun & 5th Amendment     2 evasions 

popular sovereignty 

Supreme CourtCompromise of 1850 

            California 

popular sovereignty 

Fugitive Slave Law 

need? 

contents and provocations 

black reaction 

 

    Kansas-Nebraska (1854+) ---Episode II 

Kansas-Nebraska Act (Jan-May 1854) 

impasse 

Douglas gamble 

changes in the bill 

backlash--Democratic Party losses    "Bleeding Kansas" (1854-57) 

failure of evasion 

dilemma in Kansas and national politics 

2 legislatures and Lecompton fraud 

"bleeding" Sumner (1856)Dred Scott (March 1857) 

Calhoun and 5th Amendment 

larger meaning of the decision 

black citizenship and the gratuitous decision 

reaction, conspiracyDouglas's problems 

his significance1. Democratic Party, Southern Democrats, President Buchanan 

2. Dred Scott and popular sovereignty 

3. Lincoln 

Lincoln-Douglas debates (1858) 

Lincoln attacks: Douglas's dilemma and no principles 

Douglas attacks: racism and principlesJohn Brown and Harper's Ferry (October 1859) 

    South assesses its power/leverage 

1. population 

2. Supreme Court 

3. Senate 

4. Presidency 

5. Democratic Party    Democratic Party split--convention (April 1860) 

How?: federal slave code 

Douglas's candidacyWhy?: scare Northern Democrats into concessions 

throw election into House of Representatives 

destroy the UnionElection of 1860 

returns 

How secession? 

  

  

 

Meaning of the Civil War: Second American Revolution 

 "Novus Ordo Seclorum" deferred 

shared purpose of the Revolution and the Civil War 

        Lincoln explained 

        view of the British aristocracy 

Lincoln and the "degeneracy" of the 1850s 

  

 

Emancipation and Lincoln 

        purpose of the war in 1861-62 

          forces for emancipation 

                Republican abolitionists 

                escaped slaves 

                military emancipation 

                Britain 

                casualties 

  

            forces against emancipation 

                Presidential authority 

                Border states 

                Northern Democrats: "the fire at our backs" 

        Emancipation Proclamation Jan. 1, 1863 

                reactions 

                election of 1864 and possible revocation 

                irony of emancipation and the credit for it 

  

 

 Reconstruction 

           post-war problems and questions:  reunion, freedmen, Republican Party 

        Stage I.  Presidential Reconstruction (1865--March 1867) 

                                10% plan 

                        Southern provocations (1865-66) 

                        President Johnson's blunders and effect on South 

  

        Stage II.  Congressional/Military Reconstruction (March 1867+) 

                            1866 Congressional election 

                        objective: re-construct Southern state governments 

                         boycotts 

                         re-admission and end of II. 

  

        Stage III. Civilian State Governments 

                        end of Republican governments--end of Reconstruction 

                                in upper South (Democratic rule) 

                                in lower South (Miss., La., S.C.) 

                                           ;  "Mississippi plan"/violence 

  

        Civil Rights and Reconstruction 

  

                         episodes of Southern resistance 

                                1. Black codes, etc. (1865-66) 

                                        Federal response--Stage II 

                                2. KKK (18710-71) 

                                        Federal response--laws, martial law 

                                3. "Mississippi plan"  (1875-76) 

                        Republicans' motives for civil rights 

                                the Republican Party, the economy, the freedmen 

                                the changing mix in the Republican Party 

                                the "New South"--industrial and commercial 

                        Republican woes 

                                corruption and scandals 

                                depression, 1873+ 

                                Congressional election of 1874 

                                aggressive South:  Miss. plan (1875) 

                        Election of 1876 and the compromise 

                                complete end of Reconstruction and of civil rights protection 

                                 sequel: Supreme Court spares embarrassment 

  

            Women's rights (1848-1876) 

                                Seneca Falls--1848 

                        progress in the states 

                                e.g. New York 

                        compromise with abolitionist colleagues (men) 

                                1850s-1867 

                        Kansas "showdown" -- 1867 

  

  

  

 
