HST202 - Midterm Exam

(Please do not write on this test)

1. 
The yeoman class supported the planter class in its domination of politics in the South in large part because the

A. yeoman class feared economic retribution if planters were defeated.

B. yeoman class aspired to planter class status.

C. yeoman class cared little about politics.

D. lifestyle and interests of both were so similar.

2. 
Among the primary reasons that young farm women moved from the farm to work in textile mill towns in the early nineteenth century was to

A. save their families from economic collapse.

B. escape unhappy marriages.

C. pursue career goals.

D. escape farm life and earn wages.

3. 
The largest number of non-English immigrants who came to the United States in the immigration boom period before the Civil War came from

A. Italy and France.

B. Ireland and Germany.

C. Mexico and Canada.

D. Poland and Russia.
4. 
Which one of the following was NOT one of the leaders of government-financed quasi-military expeditions from 1806 to 1869?

A. Stephen Long

B. John Slidell

C. Zebulon Pike

D. John C. Fremont

5. 
The Compromise of 1850 included all of the following agreements EXCEPT

A. California's admission to the union as a free state.

B. an end to slavery in Washington D.C.

C. a tougher federal fugitive slave law.

D. the settlement of a territory dispute between Texas and New Mexico.
6. 
Under the paternalistic code by which slave owners claimed they conducted plantation life,

A. slaves assumed the role of children.

B. the master and his "helpmate" mistress shared equal authority.

C. the owner had no obligation to treat his "children" fairly.

D. slave owners expected their slaves to be rebellious.

7. 
Among the consequences of introduction of the putting-out system were all of the following EXCEPT

A. standard wages.

B. workers' loss of independence.

C. a cash economy.

D. higher consumer prices.
8. 
Irish immigrants who settled in Boston in the 1850s entered a community where they saw all of the following EXCEPT

A. Catholic schools with Irish nuns and priests.

B. Irish social clubs and mutual aid societies.

C. Irish Democrats holding public office.

D. signs recruiting and welcoming Irish laborers.

9. 
The term "manifest destiny" describes all of the following ideas EXCEPT:

A. the idea that Americans had a God-given right to bring the benefits of American democracy to backward peoples.

B. the concern for the economic future of the United States. 

C. the idea that the American frontier spirit made it inevitable that American culture would dominate the continent.

D. the Southern idea that there would be a gradual inclusion of more slave states into the union, including the eventual legalization of slavery throughout the country.
10. An examination of life expectancy rates in the South by 1850 indicates that

A. there was no difference in life expectancy for whites and blacks in the South.

B. it was not unusual for slave masters to work male field hands to death.

C. slaves in the American South suffered less illness than expected because of adequate nutrition.

D. the difficulties of slave life resulted in a shorter life expectancy than whites.
11. The putting out system and the end of the traditional apprenticeship system that followed had what impact on the master/worker relationship?

A. The relationship between worker and owner improved.

B. Employers devised formal agreements with workers to protect the interests of both.

C. Few changes in the traditional relationship occurred until the late nineteenth century.

D. The employer assumed less responsibility for the workers' welfare.
12. Which of the following was NOT a result of German immigration to urban areas in North America in the early 1800s?

A. Many German customs such as gymnasiums and candle-lit Christmas trees were adopted by the public at large. 

B. Germans immigrants formed enclaves of traditional culture in America where music, intellectual interests, and love of nature were emphasized. 

C. Public schools became less likely to offer vocational training, music programs, and kindergarten.

D. The poverty and strangeness of the new immigrants caused difficult problems for urban policy-makers.
13. American immigration to Texas after 1830 and the Mexican centrists' assumption of power in Mexico City in 1830 created a situation in Texas where

A. anti-Mexican sentiments flourished.

B. settlers regarded rebellious talk as treasonous.

C. cultural sharing could thrive.

D. Indian populations faced extinction.
14. Had the Ostend Manifesto achieved its goal,

A. the United States would have incorporated all of Mexico into its borders.

B. the fugitive slave law would have been permanently subverted.

C. the United States would have expanded into Cuba.

D. Nicaragua would have become a colonization site for freed slaves.
15. One of the most noteworthy features of the slave community in the American South was

A. its acceptance of white paternalism within its own social structure.

B. the expanded kinship network that developed within it.

C. its refusal to incorporate Christian religious practices into its experiences.

D. its animosity toward free African Americans.
16. Which one of the following was NOT an effect of the Market Revolution?

A. spread of the cash economy

B. closer connections between worker and factory owner

C. higher worker turnover

D. more wage dependent workers
17. The political organization that became the center of the new mass politics in the mid-nineteenth-century American city was the

A. city-wide "Workies" association.

B. political machine.

C. ethnic reform association.

D. mutual aid society.
18. During the Mexican War, northern Whigs began to characterize the war as

A. an unwinnable conflict.

B. a racist plot against a weaker nation.

C. "Mr. Polk's War," and an unnecessary one.

D. A Mexican scheme to drain the United States of its gold resources.
19. Stephen Douglas' action in introducing the Kansas-Nebraska bill in 1854 proved to be

A. a great political miscalculation.

B. a step closer to the presidency for him.

C. a brilliant political move.

D. an insignificant political act.

20. What was the significance of the Nat Turner rebellion?

A. It was discovered before it spread throughout South Carolina.

B. Most of its leaders were free blacks.

C. His intelligence and organized plotting increased white southerners' fears.

D. Turner evaded capture and traveled throughout the South and North preaching his message.
21. The chief subject of discussion at the convention held in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848 was

A. revolutions abroad and their effect on the United States.

B. prison reform.

C. educational reform.

D. women's rights.
22. Reformers in the 1820s and 1830s generally believed in all of the following EXCEPT

A. the inadequacy of small-scale local responses to social problems.

B. tolerance for the diverse cultural habits of Americans.

C. the basic goodness of human nature.

D. the usefulness of social control to eliminate unacceptable social behavior.
23. In the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo the United States

A. paid Mexico $15 million for lost territory.

B. denied any responsibility for the $2 million American claims against Mexico.

C. won Texas its independence.

D. acquired the Gadsden territories in the Southwest.
24. The appearance of the Know Nothing Party reflected Americans'

A. tolerance for diversity.

B. nativist leanings.

C. acceptance of the Market Revolution.

D. political apathy.
25. An important common denominator in the public education, temperance, antiprostitution, and asylum reform movements was

A. working class leadership.

B. female participation and leadership.

C. leadership by evangelical ministers.

D. southern support.
26. In 1846 Congressman David Wilmot proposed that

A. military appropriations to conduct the Mexican War be terminated.

B. slavery be banned from any territory acquired from Mexico.

C. the United States acquire Cuba from Spain.

D. the United States incorporate all of Mexico into its borders.
27. The Dred Scott decision in 1857

A. calmed the fears of abolitionists.

B. supported the extremist southern argument on the rights of slave owners.

C. declared the Missouri Compromise constitutional.

D. upheld the Free Soil position on extension of slavery into the newly acquired territories.

28. The most successful of the nineteenth-century communitarian movements was

A. Brook Farm.

B. the Mormon community.

C. New Harmony.

D. the Shaker community.
29. To justify their position on slavery, Free Soilers argued all of the following EXCEPT

A. free labor in the West could not compete with slave labor.

B. northern values of freedom and individualism could not survive if slavery spread.

C. banning slavery from the territories meant keeping out blacks in general.

D. the African foreign slave trade reduced the opportunity for fair competition.
30. Which one of the following candidates and positions in the 1860 election is incorrectly paired?

A. Breckinridge/extension of slavery to the territories

B. Lincoln/abolition of slavery

C. Douglas/popular sovereignty

D. Bell/compromise on slavery in the territories 

31. Perhaps the most popular and influential piece of abolitionist propaganda in the United States, written by Harriet Beecher Stowe was
A. Twelve Years a Slave
B. Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl
C. American Slavery As It Is
D. Uncle Tom's Cabin 
MATCHING

Mark the correct letter or (multiple) letters of the correct person matching the description for 32-37.

a. William Lloyd Garrison

b. Harriet Tubman

c. Nat Turner

d. Catherine Greene

e. Samuel Slater

ab. Catherine Beecher

ac. Eli Whitney

ad. Dorothea Dix

ae. Joseph Smith

bc. Sarah Grimke

bd. Catherine Beecher

be. Harriet Beecher Stowe

32. Leader of nineteen rescue missions that freed approximately 300 slaves.

33. Abolitionist publisher of the leading abolitionist newspaper The Liberator
34. American pioneer of interchangeable parts in gun manufacturing.

35. Her Ladies Magazine provided the most up to date information on the domestic household for nineteenth century middle class women

36. Activist in the asylum movement whose efforts led to the establishment of numerous state insane asylums.

37. Southern abolitionist who was the first woman to address the Massachusetts State Legislature

MATCHING

Mark the correct letter or (multiple) letters of the correct person matching the description for 38-41.

a. John Slidell

b. Stephen F. Austin

c. Abraham Lincoln

d. Zachary Taylor

e. David Wilmot

ab. Henry David Thoreau

ac. Johann Sutter

ad. Sam Houston

ae. General Antonio de Santa Anna

bc. James G. Birney

bd. Roger Taney

be. Charles Sumner

38. Famous author of "Civil Disobedience," written to explain his defiance of the government's waging of the Mexican War.

39. The first president of the new Texas republic

40. Leader of the Mexican forces in the Texas revolt and Mexican-American War.

41. Chief Justice of the Supreme Court who delivered the majority opinion in the Dred Scott case.

42.
Which general statement concerning the comparative development of the North and South prior to the Civil War is the MOST accurate?


A.  The South became increasingly unlike the North and increasingly sensitive to threats to its way of life.


B.  The North and the South were never terribly different, but this did not prevent the South from being sensitive to threats to what it perceived to be its distinct way of life.


C.  The North and the South grew increasingly similar, which made it increasingly unnecessary for the South to worry about threats to its way of life.


D.  The South became increasingly unlike the North, in fact, so unlike the North that southerners were unconcerned about what northerners thought of them.


E.  The North grew increasingly like the South, which gave southerners increasing confidence that their way of life was superior.

43.
American romanticism


A.  was consistent with traditional Calvinism.


B.  stressed the importance of order and control.


C.  both a and b


D.  neither a nor b

44.
Which crop MOST dramatically changed the economy of the South?


A.  tobacco


B.  wheat


C.  rice


D.  sugar


E.  short-staple cotton.

45.
Which statement about southern slaveholding is the MOST accurate?


A.  A majority of white males owned slaves.


B.  The planter class was so aristocratic as to be anti-capitalistic.


C.  Those who owned slaves constituted a significant proportion of the slaveholding population.


D.  The planter class exercised power beyond their numbers.


E.  Each statement is accurate.

46.
The pre-Civil War crusade against drunkenness


A.  involved a good number of female reformers.


B.  was united in its commitment to achieving its goals by legislation.


C.  secured a constitutional amendment.


D.  took over a major political party.


E.  was more powerful in the South than in the North.

47.Which battle was a victory for the Texans in 1836?


A.  Goliad


B.  Nueces


C.  Alamo


D.  San Jacinto


E.  Del Norte

48.
Which is true of the election campaign slogan "54 40 or Fight"?


A.  it was used by James Polk in the election of 1844.                          


B.  it dealt with the conflict between Great Britain and the United States over the Oregon Territory
       


C.  the goal of the slogan was successfully achieved



D. all of the above
        


E.  A and B only
49.
Horace Mann believed that education should promote


A.  democracy.


B.  social order.


C.  racial equality.


D.  economic equality.


E.  both a and b

50.
The Lowell system


A.  was the first mass-production system.


B.  included the use of dormitories for workers.


C.  traded a lower wage scale for other benefits.


D.  defined work according to task, not according to hours.


E.  refers to women who worked at home.

51.
The American Colonization Society


A.  began in the South.


B.  proposed an immediate end to slavery.


C.  did not require compensation to the owners for their freed slaves.


D.  was generally favored by free blacks.


E.  was equivalent to an abolitionist society.

52.
By the mid-nineteenth century, slavery continued to exist where?


A.  the United States


B.  Cuba


C.  Brazil


D.  all of the above


E.  none of the above

53.
Frederick Douglass


A.  had been born into slavery.


B.  founded his own abolitionist newspaper, The North Star.


C.  was a black expatriate who abandoned America.


D.  both a and b


E.  all of the first three

54.
Abolitionists constituted


A.  the vast majority of Americans.


B.  at least a quarter of all Americans, black and white.


C.  only a small minority of Americans.


D.  a source of foreign influence within the United States.

55.
Garrisonian abolitionists preached


A.  immediate abolition gradually accomplished.


B.  gradual abolition gradually accomplished.


C.  immediate abolition immediately accomplished.


D.  gradual abolition with compensation to the slaveowner.

56.Which of the following was acquired by the United States government by a war?


A.  Texas


B.  California


C.  Oregon


D.  all of the above


E.  none of the above

57.
Which statement about slave life is the LEAST accurate?


A.  Slave marriages usually ended because of circumstances the marriage partners could not control.


B.  One of the most frequent causes of flight from slavery was a desire to reunite with a loved one.


C.  Slaves resented their loss of freedom and did not find it hard to be hostile to their owners.


D.  The slave system created a sense of mutual dependence between black and white.


E.  Each statement is quite accurate.
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Locate the following on Map A by choosing the correct letter

58.
Rocky Mountains


A.  D
B.  E
C.  M
D.  K
E.  L


59.
Rio Grande River


A.  B
B.  L
C.  C
D.  J
E.  G


60.
Nueces River


A.  G
B.  E
C.  H
D.  L
E.  B


61.
Appalachian Mountains


A.  J
B.  D
C.  B
D.  L
E.  E


62.
Mississippi River


A.  D
B.  J
C.  G
D.  C
E.  M


Map B
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Locate the following on Map B by choosing the correct letter

63. 49th parallel


A.  M
B. H 
C.  C
D.  E
E.  L


64.
36° 30' latitude


A.  K
B.  D
C.  E
D.  L
E.  H


65.
Oregon Territory


A.  L
B.  D
C.  C
D.  K
E.  F


66.
Mexican Cession


A.  E
B.  F
C.  K
D.  C
E.  D


67.
Which of the following vocabulary words dealing with the Constitutional powers is INCORRECTLY paired with its example and/or definition?


A.  delegated power - the central government has the power to levy and collect taxes


B.  enumerated power - the central government has the power to regulate interstate & foreign commerce


C.  concurrent power - both central and state governments have the power to raise a police force


D.  residual power - the state governments have all powers not given to the central government


E.  implied power - the central government has all the powers given to it by the 10th Amendment

68.
Which is true of the elastic clause of the Constitution of the United States?


A.  its use has aided states’ rightists throughout the nation’s history


B.  its use came to an abrupt end after the Civil War and the triumph of nationalism


C.  it has been a “secret weapon” of the strict interpreters of the Constitution


D.  it has provided our nation with its historic trend towards “loose construction”


E.  it has been a countermeasure against any use of implied powers by the federal government

69.
A federal system of government is one in which


A.  all power is concentrated in the national government   


B.  powers are divided between the national and the state governments   


C.  the states are supreme   


D.  there is a system of Cabinet responsibility   


E.  none of the above

70.
The original reason for adding the Bill of Rights to the Constitution was to 


A.  prevent any one branch of the government from becoming too powerful   


B.  prohibit the federal government from depriving individuals of certain basic rights   


C.  exclude the states from exercising any authority over civil rights   


D.  restrict the states from challenging the Constitution as the supreme law of the land   


E.  none of the above

71.The system of checks and balances was made part of our federal government in order to prevent


A.  the federal government from obtaining too much power over the states   


B.  the states from seceding   


C.  any one branch of the federal government from becoming too powerful   


D.  the Supreme Court from declaring laws unconstitutional   


E.  none of the above

72.
Which of the following was NOT a part of the American System?


A.  the North would supply the South and West with manufactured goods


B.  It was proposed by Henry Clay of Kentucky


C.  it’s purpose was to promote the economic self-sufficiency of the nation


D.  the South and West would supply the North with agricultural goods


E.  it success was guaranteed by its establishment of an infrastructure of railroad and canals throughout the United States

73.
According to the doctrine of nullification, the right to determine the constitutionality of an act of Congress resides in 


A.  Congress itself



B.  the states    


C.  the United States Supreme Court only     


D.  the executive branch of the federal government         


E.  none of the above 

74.
Which of the following was true of Free Blacks living in the North during the 1850’s?


A.  They were often the subjects of mob violence


B.  The had little or no access to education


C.  The had the right to vote in only a few states


D.  They were prejudiciously barred from all but the most menial jobs


E.  All of these answers are true 

75.
What was the cause of the increasingly tense relations between the Mexican government and the American residents in Texas after 1830?


A.  the American population in Texas was twice that of the Mexican population


B.  the instability of Mexican politics


C.  attempts by the Mexican government to prohibit importation of slaves


D.  increasing American immigration


E.  all of the above

76.
Which of the following reform movements of the ante-bellum period is INCORRECTLY paired with one of its leaders?


A.  abolition - William Lloyd Garrison


B.  temperance - Frederick Douglass


C.  public education - Horace Mann


D.  desire for a utopian society - Brigham Young


E.  woman’s suffrage - Elizabeth Cady Stanton

77.
According to the video, Nat Turner's revolt


A.  was the only “successful” (actual), large-scale, and violent slave revolt in all of the pre-Civil War South.


B.  actually led to the death of a number of white people.


C.  ended with more dead blacks than whites.


D.  led to an increase in the number of slave codes and the severity of their enforcement.


E.  all of the above.

78.
Which of the following correctly identifies the three patterns of nativism described by John Higham in Strangers in the Land: Patterns of American Nativism - 1860-1925?


A.  anti-Black, pro-radical, & anti-Puritan nativism


B.  anti-Catholic, anti-radical, & anti-Anglo-Saxon nativism


C.  anti-radical, anti-Catholic, & racial nativism


D.  pro-Anglo-Saxon, anti-racial, anti-religious nativism


E.  anti-immigrant, pro-Anglo-Saxon, and anti-Catholic nativism

79.
The two senators who were MOST instrumental in securing passage of the Compromise of 1850 were


A.  Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun.


B.  Calhoun and Daniel Webster.


C.  Webster and Stephen Douglas.


D.  Douglas and Clay.


E.  Clay and Webster.

80.
President Lincoln's handling of the Fort Sumter crisis included a decision to send


A.  supplies to the beleaguered fort.
B.  troops to the beleaguered fort.


C.  both a and b

D.  neither a nor b

81.
The Kansas-Nebraska Act


A.  was promoted by Stephen Douglas.


B.  contained the doctrine of "popular sovereignty."


C.  confirmed the Missouri Compromise.


D.  both a and b


E.  all of the first three

82.
The story of the struggle over Kansas saw


A.  President Franklin Pierce support the pro-slavery territorial legislature.


B.  pro-slavery forces as the only groups to resort to violence.


C.  the destruction of the pro-slavery headquarters in Lawrence.


D.  Charles Sumner speak out in support of slavery.


E.
 John Brown massacre abolitionist members of the underground railroad.

83.
The caning of Charles Sumner


A.  was a response to his support for a free Kansas.


B.  resulted in his death.


C.  was carried out by a member of Congress.


D.  both a and c


E.  all of the first three

84.
Free-soilers


A.  opposed the expansion of slavery.


B.  wanted to eliminate slavery everywhere and as soon as possible.


C.  favored the use of force to get rid of slavery.


D.  concentrated on the existing states and ignored the territories.


E.  favored the acquisition of Canada as a source of new free territory.

85.
Illinois senate election of 1858


A.  pitted the Republican Douglas against the Democrat Lincoln.


B.  saw the incumbent defeated.


C.  had the Democrat defending popular sovereignty.


D.  saw the Republicans run the better-known candidate.


E.  had the Republican promote the idea of racial equality.

86.
In the Lincoln-Douglas debates


A.  Douglas revealed that, while he was morally opposed to slavery, he was unwilling to have the federal government do anything about it.


B.  Lincoln endorsed abolitionism.


C.  Douglas was forced to conclude that slavery could be restored to the free states.


D.  Lincoln was forced to admit that he believed in the social equality of the races.


E.  none of the above

87.
John Brown's 1859 raid on Harpers Ferry


A.  was not the first time that he tried to kill advocates of slavery.


B.  was directed at seizing a large slave plantation.


C.  saw him captured by Confederate troops led by Robert E. Lee.


D.  led to a guilty verdict and life imprisonment.


E.  was financed by the Republican Party.

88. The election of 1860 saw which party divide?


A. Republican Party
B. Whig Party

C. Democratic Party

D. Constitutional Union Party

89.
Lincoln was cautious about sending supplies to Fort Sumter because


A.
the North's navy was ineffective   


B.
he wanted to avoid alienating the yet undecided (as to the secession issue) border states   


C.
he did not believe the location of the fort was crucial to the Union cause   


D.
like Buchanon, he didn't believe he had the power to force the South to remain with the Union


E.
South Carolina had historically been the friendliest southern state to the Union
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90.
On the map, the Confederate States of America, those who actually seceded from the Union, are those included in the area numbered


A.
1 & 4

B.  1 & 3

C.  1, 2, & 3

D.  2 & 3

E.  none of the above

91. The event that touched off the process of secession for the majority of southern states was


A.
John Brown's raid


B.
anti-union riots in Baltimore


C.
the bombardment of Ft. Sumter


D.
the election of Lincoln to the presidency


E.
Buchanon's policies against slavery

True/False

Mark A for True and B for False

92.
After 1808, when the importation of slaves became illegal, the proportion of blacks to whites in the United States steadily declined.

93.
Much of the new pre-Civil War immigration went into the growing cities of the northeastern part of the U.S.

94.
President Polk was willing to compromise with Spain rather than go to war over Oregon.

95.
In the pre-Civil War era turnpikes were regarded as an improvement over canals as a means of transportation.

96.
Approximately three-fourths of all white families of the South owned no slaves at all.

97.
By the beginning of the Civil War the U.S. had one of the highest literacy rates of any nation of the world.

98.
The American Colonization Society called for the gradual freeing of slaves and for monetary compensation to their former owners.

99.
Some historical evidence suggests that the material condition of slaves was quite a bit better than was the case for European peasants and industrial workers.

100.
Even in the North, abolitionists were a small, dissenting minority of the total population.
