HST202 - Midterm Exam #1


(Please do not write on this test)





1.	The immediate cause of war with Mexico was


	A.  the issue of slavery.


	B.  tariffs.


	C.  Mexican debts.


	D.  a border dispute.


	E.  an insult to the American president.





2.	During the first half of the nineteenth century


	A.  both the North and the South were becoming increasingly mobile and fluid.


	B.  the North was becoming more mobile and fluid, while the South was growing more stratified.


	C.  the South was growing less stratified and less resolute in its defense of slavery, while the North was growing more stratified and less mobile.


	D.  both the North and the South were becoming increasingly stratified and less mobile.





3.	Which general statement concerning the comparative development of the North and South prior to the Civil War is the MOST accurate?


	A.  The South became increasingly unlike the North and increasingly sensitive to threats to its way of life.


	B.  The North and the South were never terribly different, but this did not prevent the South from being sensitive to threats to what it perceived to be its distinct way of life.


	C.  The North and the South grew increasingly similar, which made it increasingly unnecessary for the South to worry about threats to its way of life.


	D.  The South became increasingly unlike the North, in fact, so unlike the North that southerners were unconcerned about what northerners thought of them.


	E.  The North grew increasingly like the South, which gave southerners increasing confidence that their way of life was superior.





4.	American romanticism


	A.  was consistent with traditional Calvinism.


	B.  stressed the importance of order and control.


	C.  both a and b


	D.  neither a nor b





5.	Just prior to its admission to the Union, Texas was


	A.  an independent republic.


	B.  a part of Mexico.


	C.  allied with Great Britain.


	D.  a part of an existing slave state.


	E.  both a and c





6.	Which statement about urban development in pre-Civil War America is the LEAST accurate?


	A.  Cities were attractive places for immigrants from Europe.


	B.  The agricultural regions of New England were growing less profitable.


	C.  The South was experiencing a decline in its percentage of urban residents.


	D.  The booming agricultural economy of the West aided urban population growth.


	E.  In the West, the cities bordering the Great Lakes gradually became more important than the river towns.





7.	Within the pre-Civil War South, power


	A.  shifted gradually from the lower South to the upper South.


	B.  stayed primarily within the upper South.


	C.  remained lodged within the lower South.


	D.  shifted gradually from the upper South to the lower South.





8.	Transcendentalists


	A.  refused to borrow from European thinkers.


	B.  regarded reason as the highest human faculty.


	C.  argued that reason and emotion were opposites.


	D.  came mainly from the Old Northwest.


	E.  sought to minimize the importance of understanding.





9.	The overwhelming majority of immigrants who arrived in the United States during the three decades before the Civil War came from


	A.  England and Ireland.


	B.  Ireland and Germany.


	C.  Germany and Italy.


	D.  Italy and England.


	E.  England and Germany.





10.	Which crop most dramatically changed the economy of the South?


	A.  tobacco


	B.  long-staple cotton


	C.  rice


	D.  sugar


	E.  short-staple cotton.





11.	Henry David Thoreau


	A.  was a more radical transcendentalist than Ralph Waldo Emerson.


	B.  doubted the validity and utility of slavery, but could not be considered to be antislavery.


	C.  preached, but did not necessarily practice, civil disobedience.


	D.  set up a retreat at Walden Pond with a small community of loyal followers.





12.	Most of the settlers who migrated to Texas before it joined the United States were


	A.  white northerners.


	B.  white southerners and their slaves.


	C.  free blacks.


	D.  Indians forced out of existing American states.


	E.  European immigrants.





14.	The Know-Nothing movement was directed primarily at reducing the influence of


	A.  Catholics.


	B.  slaveholders.


	C.  Democrats.


	D.  Jews.


	E.  Unitarians.





15.	The "cavalier" tradition


	A.  was essentially consistent with northern ideas and values.


	B.  presumed the importance of a sense of acquisitiveness.


	C.  conformed most closely to the agrarian way of life.


	D.  was at heart antislavery.


	E.  could be associated with only one of the two major political parties.





16.	Of all the pre-Civil War reform efforts to establish a utopian society, which was the most successful and endured the longest.


	A.  Brook Farm


	B.  The Shakers


	C.  Oneida Colony


	D.  The Mormons


	E.  New Harmony





17.	The political power of the American Party was strongest in


	A.  the Northwest.


	B.  the Northeast.


	C.  the Southwest.


	D.  the Southeast.


	E.  no particular part of the country.





18.	Which statement about southern slaveholding is the MOST accurate?


	A.  A majority of white males owned slaves.


	B.  The planter class was so aristocratic as to be anticapitalistic.


	C.  Those who owned slaves constituted a significant proportion of the slaveholding population.


	D.  The planter class exercised power beyond their numbers.


	E.  Each statement is accurate.





19.	The pre-Civil War crusade against drunkenness


	A.  involved a good number of female reformers.


	B.  was united in its commitment to achieving its goals by legislation.


	C.  secured a constitutional amendment.


	D.  took over a major political party.


	E.  was more powerful in the South than in the North.





20.	Which battle was a victory for the Texans in 1836?


	A.  Goliad


	B.  Nueces


	C.  Alamo


	D.  San Jacinto


	E.  Del Norte





21.	Which is true of the election campaign slogan "54 40 or Fight"?


	A.  it was used by James Polk in the election of 1844.                          


	B.  it dealt with the conflict between Great Britain and the United States over the Oregon Territory	       


	C.  the goal of the slogan was successfully achieved	


	D. all of the above	        


	E.  A and B only





22.	The pre-Civil War nonslaveholding southern whites


	A.  had access to, and took advantage of, schooling at the high-school level, but seldom higher.


	B.  were still part of the growing commercial economy of the South.


	C.  openly opposed the planter elite.


	D.  were dependent on the plantation economy.


	E.  none of the above





23.	Pre-Civil War public education


	A.  was stronger in the North than in the South.


	B.  achieved high rates of literacy in both the North and the South.


	C.  was more concerned about educating Indians than blacks.


	D.  was a matter for the states, but not for the national government.


	E.  all of the above





24.	Which statement about early railroad development is the LEAST accurate?


	A.  Most of the railroads were designed primarily to connect water routes.


	B.  Railroad tracks often differed in gauge size.


	C.  The first Americans interested in railroad development wanted to link the North and the South.


	D.  Early railroad technology was a product of English and American inventions and experimentation.


	E.  Railroads and canals were often in direct competition.





25.	The single greatest unifying factor among all southern whites was their


	A.  hatred of the North.


	B.  preoccupation with matters racial.


	C.  desire to migrate west.


	D.  sense of themselves as aristocrats.


	E.  commitment to cotton and commerce.





26.	Horace Mann believed that education should promote


	A.  democracy.


	B.  social order.


	C.  racial equality.


	D.  economic equality.


	E.  both a and b





27.	As of the mid-1840s, the Oregon country


	A.  was jointly occupied by Great Britain and the United States.


	B.  included parts of what is now the United States and Canada.


	C.  contained many more Americans than English.


	D.  all of the above


	E.  none of the above





28.	The Lowell system


	A.  was the first mass-production system.


	B.  included the use of dormitories for workers.


	C.  traded a lower wage scale for other benefits.


	D.  defined work according to task, not according to hours.


	E.  refers to women who worked at home.





29.	The "peculiar institution" refers to


	A.  the whole of the South.


	B.  southern industry.


	C.  southern slavery.


	D.  southern transportation.


	E.  the cavalier tradition.





30.	The American Colonization Society


	A.  began in the South.


	B.  proposed an immediate end to slavery.


	C.  did not require compensation to the owners for their freed slaves.


	D.  was generally favored by free blacks.


	E.  was equivalent to an abolitionist society.





31.	The history of the Lowell factory system


	A.  was a story of increasing paternalism.


	B.  included successful strikes by the workers.


	C.  saw the owners turn increasingly to immigrants for their labor supply.


	D.  was a story of workers making demands of owners, but not of government.


	E.  saw the owners build boardinghouses in a last-minute attempt to please their workers.





32.	By the mid-nineteenth century, slavery continued to exist where?


	A.  the United States


	B.  Cuba


	C.  Brazil


	D.  all of the above


	E.  none of the above





33.	Frederick Douglass


	A.  had been born into slavery.


	B.  founded his own abolitionist newspaper, The North Star.


	C.  was a black expatriate who abandoned America.


	D.  both a and b


	E.  all of the first three





34.	In 1844 James K. Polk supported the acquisition of


	A.  Oregon.


	B.  Texas.


	C.  both a and b


	D.  neither a nor b





35.	During the 1840s the New England textile mills saw


	A.  the workday grow longer and the wages decline.


	B.  the workday grow shorter and the wages rise.


	C.  the workday grow shorter and the wages decline.


	D.  the workday grow longer and the wages rise.





36.	As of the mid-nineteenth century, the material conditions of American slaves were probably better than for the average


	A.  northern factory worker.


	B.  European peasant.


	C.  Caribbean slave.


	D.  all of the above


	E.  none of the above





37.	Abolitionists constituted


	A.  the vast majority of Americans.


	B.  at least a quarter of all Americans, black and white.


	C.  only a small minority of Americans.


	D.  a source of foreign influence within the United States.





38.	All of the following inhibited the growth of labor unions EXCEPT


	A.  the large number of immigrant workers.


	B.  the strength of industrial capitalists.


	C.  ethnic divisions among workers.


	D.  court decisions outlawing labor unions.


	E.  a good supply of unskilled labor.





39.	As the Civil War drew nearer, the slave system grew increasingly


	A.  strict as it was more and more concentrated in the upper South.


	B.  lenient as it was more and more concentrated in the Deep South.


	C.  strict as it was more and more concentrated in the Deep South.


	D.  lenient as it was more and more concentrated in the upper South.





40.	Garrisonian abolitionists preached


	A.  immediate abolition gradually accomplished.


	B.  gradual abolition gradually accomplished.


	C.  immediate abolition immediately accomplished.


	D.  gradual abolition with compensation to the slaveowner.





41.	Which of the following was acquired by the United States government by a war?


	A.  Texas


	B.  California


	C.  Oregon


	D.  all of the above


	E.  none of the above





42.	Which statement about slave life is the LEAST accurate?


	A.  Slave marriages usually ended because of circumstances the marriage partners could not control.


	B.  One of the most frequent causes of flight from slavery was a desire to reunite with a loved one.


	C.  Slaves resented their loss of freedom and did not find it hard to be hostile to their owners.


	D.  The slave system created a sense of mutual dependence between black and white.


	E.  Each statement is quite accurate.





43.	Uncle Tom's Cabin


	A.  led directly to southern secession.


	B.  was initially ignored, but eventually became a best-seller.


	C.  was reviled throughout the South.


	D.  briefly helped to calm sectional tensions.


	E.  was commissioned by William Lloyd Garrison.





44.	By the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the United States


	A.  acquired what is now Texas, New Mexico, and California.


	B.  agreed to pay money to Mexico.


	C.  established free trade with Mexico.


	D.  established an American protectorate over Mexico.


	E.  both a and b





Map A


�


	Locate the following on Map A by choosing the correct letter





45.	Rocky Mountains


	A.  D	B.  E	C.  M	D.  K	E.  L	





46.	Rio Grande River


	A.  B	B.  L	C.  C	D.  J	E.  G	





47.	Nueces River


	A.  G	B.  E	C.  H	D.  L	E.  B	





48.	Appalachian Mountains


	A.  J	B.  D	C.  B	D.  L	E.  E	





49.	Oregon Trail


	A.  D	B.  J	C.  G	D.  C	E.  M	





Map B


�


	Locate the following on Map B by choosing the correct letter





50.	49th parallel


	A.  M	B. H 	C.  C	D.  E	E.  L	





51.	36° 30' latitude


	A.  K	B.  D	C.  E	D.  L	E.  H	





52.	Mississippi River


	A.  B	B.  L	C.  F	D.  A	E.  M	





53.	Oregon Territory


	A.  L	B.  D	C.  C	D.  K	E.  F	





54.	Mexican Cession


	A.  E	B.  F	C.  K	D.  C	E.  D	





55.	The United States’ largest single territorial acquisition after independence was the


	A.  Oregon country


	B.  Mexican Cession


	C.  Gadsden Purchase


	D.  Louisiana Purchase


	E.  Florida Purchase





Review Questions





56.	Which of the following vocabulary words dealing with the Constitutional powers is incorrectly paired with its example and/or definition?


	A.  delegated power - the central government has the power to levy and collect taxes


	B.  enumerated power - the central government has the power to regulate interstate and foreign commerce


	C.  concurrent power - both central and state governments have the power to raise a police force


	D.  residual power - the state governments have all powers not given to the central government


	E.  implied power - the central government has all the powers given to it by the 10th Amendment





57.	Which is true of the elastic clause of the Constitution of the United States?


	A.  its use has aided states’ rightists throughout the nation’s history


	B.  its use came to an abrupt end after the Civil War and the triumph of nationalism


	C.  it has been a “secret weapon” of the strict interpreters of the Constitution


	D.  it has provided our nation with its historic trend towards “loose construction”


	E.  it has been a countermeasure against any use of implied powers by the federal government





58.	A federal system of government is one in which


	A.  all power is concentrated in the national government   


	B.  powers are divided between the national and the state governments   


	C.  the states are supreme   


	D.  there is a system of Cabinet responsibility   


	E.  none of the above





59.	The original reason for adding the Bill of Rights to the Constitution was to 


	A.  prevent any one branch of the government from becoming too powerful   


	B.  prohibit the federal government from depriving individuals of certain basic rights   


	C.  exclude the states from exercising any authority over civil rights   


	D.  restrict the states from challenging the Constitution as the supreme law of the land   


	E.  none of the above





60.	The system of checks and balances was made part of our federal government in order to prevent


	A.  the federal government from obtaining too much power over the states   


	B.  the states from seceding   


	C.  any one branch of the federal government from becoming too powerful   


	D.  the Supreme Court from declaring laws unconstitutional   


	E.  none of the above





61.	The decisions of Chief Justice John Marshall


	A.  increased the power of the federal government


	B.  established a strict interpretation of the Constitution


	C.  strengthened the President's power at the expense of Congress


	D.  decreased the importance of the Supreme Court


	E.  none of the above





62.	Which of the following was NOT a part of the American System?


	A.  the North would supply the South and West with manufactured goods


	B.  It was proposed by Henry Clay of Kentucky


	C.  it’s purpose was to promote the economic self-sufficiency of the nation


	D.  the South and West would supply the North with agricultural goods


	E.  it success was guaranteed by its establishment of an infrastructure of railroad and canals throughout the United States





63.	According to the doctrine of nullification, the right to determine the constitutionality of an act of Congress resides in 


	A.  Congress itself	


	B.  the states    


	C.  the United States Supreme Court only     


	D.  the executive branch of the federal government         


	E.  none of the above 64.	Which of the following was true of Free Blacks living in the North during the 1850’s?


	A.  They were often the subjects of mob violence


	B.  The had little or no access to education


	C.  The had the right to vote in only a few states


	D.  They were prejudiciously barred from all but the most menial jobs


	E.  All of these answers are true 





65.	In 1860, 19 billion bushels of corn went east over the railroads while 4.8 million bushels went south over the Mississippi-Ohio River system.  This statement helps to explain the


	A.  victory of canals over railroads


	B.  sympathy of the West for the South in the secession movement


	C.  dislike of Southern cotton farmers for the West


	D.  support given the North by the West in the Civil War


	E.  none of the above





66.	Which of the following writers defended the right to disobey unjust laws, criticized the materialism of American society, and doubted the beneficial effects of technological advances?


	A.  Walt Whitman


	B.  Henry David Thoreau


	C.  John Greenleaf Whittier


	D.  James Fenimore Cooper


	E.  Henry Wadsworth Longfellow





67.	What was the cause of the increasingly tense relations between the Mexican government and the American residents in Texas after 1830?


	A.  the American population in Texas was twice that of the Mexican population


	B.  the instability of Mexican politics


	C.  attempts by the Mexican government to prohibit importation of slaves


	D.  increasing American immigration


	E.  all of the above





68.	For an antebellum American, the phrase "Manifest Destiny" meant


	A.  God had ordained that the United States would eventually and inevitably come into possession of the entire continent


	B.  God had ordained that the southern system of slavery should eventually expand to all the territories on the Pacific coast.


	C.  the Democratic party was destined to become the dominant national political party


	D.  it was obvious that the United States would, in future decades, dominate the trading routes to China


	E.  none of the above





69. 	William Lloyd Garrison alienated some of his supporters by doing all of the following EXCEPT


	A.  advocating complete women’s equality with men


	B.  issuing radical attacks on the U.S. government


	C.  attacking churches whose teachings, he believed, support slavery


	D.  financing John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry


	E.  adopting a philosophy of extreme pacifism





70.	Which of the following reform movements of the antebellum period is INCORRECTLY paired with one of its leaders?


	A.  abolition - William Lloyd Garrison


	B.  temperance - Frederick Douglass


	C.  public education - Horace Mann


	D.  desire for a utopian society - Brigham Young


	E.  woman’s suffrage - Elizabeth Cady Stanton





71. 	In the 1840’s and 1850’s, reformers advocated the creation of reservations for Native Americans with the primary intent of


	A.  moving tribes from lands rich with natural resources or desirable for white settlers moving west to desolate, unwanted areas of the continent


	B.  providing a place where Native Americans could preserve their traditions free from white interference


	C.  establishing eventual tribal independence from the United States


	D.  protecting Native Americans from whites while they learned how to compete and survive in white society


	E.  studying Indian culture in order to learn lessons that could be used to improve American society.





72.	The founder of the Mormon faith in 19th century America was


	A.  Brigham Young


	B.  John Humphrey Noyes


	C.  Joseph Smith


	D.  Robert Owen.


	E.  Jesus Christ





73. 	The temperance movement of the 1800’s featured


	A.  more than a million followers who had signed a pledge to forego consumption of hard liquor


	B.  testimony by women on the abusive behavior of their drunken husbands


	C.  efforts to restrict the availability of liquor by state legislation.


	D.  depictions of liquor as the cause of many social ills, such as crime, disorder, and poverty


	E.  all of these answers





74. 	The percentage of white Southerners who were members of slaveowning families was approximately


	A.  one percent


	B.  fifteen percent


	C.  twenty-five percent


	D.  thirty-five percent


	E.  fifty percent.


	


75. 	In the mid-1800s, the reform impulse in the United States included the idea that


	A.  westward movement to the Pacific Ocean was America’s historical and divine destiny


	B.  man is essentially good and capable of positive change


	C.  man is inherently wicked, and nothing can be done to alter his dismal fate


	D.  America has achieved near-perfection and needed only to preserve its virtue


	E.  the United States should look to the wholesome examples of Old World civilization.





76.	According to the video, Nat Turner's revolt


	A.  was the only “successful” (actual), large-scale, and violent slave revolt in all of the pre-Civil War South.


	B.  actually led to the death of a number of white people.


	C.  ended with more dead blacks than whites.


	D.  led to an increase in the number of slave codes and the severity of their enforcement.


	E.  all of the above.





77.	In what treaty did the United States pay Mexico $15 million and end the Mexican-American War?


	A.  Treaty of Guadelupe Hidalgo       


	B.  Texas Annexation                      


	C.  Gadsden Purchase	


	D.  Rio Grande Boundary Agreement                 


	E.  Gila River Treaty





Readings





Higham, John. Strangers in the Land: Patterns of American Nativism - 1860-1925.





78.	Which of the following correctly identifies the three patterns of nativism described by John Higham?


	A.  anti-Black, pro-radical, & anti-Puritan nativisim


	B.  anti-Catholic, anti-radical, &anti-Anglo-Saxon nativisim


	C.  anti-radical, anti-Catholic, & racial nativisim


	D.  pro-Anglo-Saxon, anti-racial, anti-religious nativisim


	E.  anti-immigrant, pro-Anglo-Saxon, and anti-Catholic nativism





79. 	Nativists in general, and Know Nothings in particular, believed that


	A.  the U.S. should adopt a Protestant religious basis to keep in line with its Puritan foundation


	B.  Catholics could be trusted if they took an oath of allegiance


	C.  the Irish should be admired for their ability to organize politically


	D.  immigrants should be allowed to vote after one year residence in any state


	E.  immigrants were politically corrupt and they took jobs away from U.S. citizens





80.





Stowe, Harriet Beecher. Uncle Tom's cabin, or Life among the Lowly.





81.





82.





83.








True/False


Mark A for True and B for False





84.	After 1808, when the importation of slaves became illegal, the proportion of blacks to whites in the United States steadily declined.





85.	During the first half of the nineteenth century the South underwent a much less fundamental transformation than did the North.





86.	Much of the new pre-Civil War immigration went into the growing cities of the northeastern part of the United States.





87.	The mid-nineteenth-century "age of reforms" was simultaneously attracted to ideas of personal liberty and social order.





88.	President Polk was willing to compromise with Spain rather than go to war over Oregon.





89.	In the pre-Civil War period turnpikes were regarded as an improvement over canals as a means of transportation.





90.	Approximately three-fourths of all white families of the South owned no slaves at all.





91.	By the 1850s the principle of tax-supported elementary schools had been established in every state.





92.	The Erie Canal was both an engineering triumph and a financial success.





93.	By the mid-nineteenth century slavery in the Western world could be found only in the American South.





94.	By the beginning of the Civil War the United States had one of the highest literacy rates of any nation of the world.





95.	The development of a railroad system weakened connections between the Northwest and the South.





96.	The American Colonization Society called for the gradual freeing of slaves and for monetary compensation to their former owners.





97.	Some historical evidence suggests that the material condition of slaves was quite a bit better than was the case for European peasants and industrial workers.





98.	Even in the North, abolitionists were a small, dissenting minority of the total population.





99.	According to the video, after the 1808 ban on importation of slaves, the United States slave population actually increased through natural reproduction.





100.	From the 1830’s on, state laws governing slavery became gradually less rigid.


