March 30, 1972 marked the beginning of several invasions in South Vietnam.  It was upon this Friday that the Easter Offensive was launched.  The initial attack was perpetrated by Communist leaders of North Vietnam.  The Offense consisted of three major invasions; one across the DMZ, another around Kontum, Plieku, and Binh Dinh, and a third in Loc Ninh and An Loc.  All three attacks upon these South Vietnam areas were headed by a total of about 125,000 troops, and backed by the forces of large-caliber weapons, such as tanks.  There were many political motives behind the Offensive itself, including Hanoi’s relationship with China, the American election during that specific year, and the overall objective of conquering all of South Vietnam while American troops were present.

Prior to the North Vietnamese invasion, President Nixon had sustained U.S. involvement, supporting the idea of Vietnamization.  The escalating attacks on South Vietnam however, deeply upset and angered President Nixon. In a direct response to the attacks upon the independent nation of South Vietnam, U.S. forces of both air and Navy were promptly sent back to Vietnam to defend the nation’s independence.  In regards to the attacks, President Nixon told U.S. National Security Adviser, Henry Kissinger, that his plan of action was, “to stop at nothing to bring the enemy to his knees...” (DeGroot, p.227).  President Nixon’s firm decision to send American forces back to Vietnam significantly impacted the final outcome of this particular offensive.  

The support of American air power (i.e. bombs) gave the South a substantial advantage over the invading enemy for obvious reasons.  Bombs, such as the commonly used B-52, allowed U.S. pilots to victoriously conquer an estimated fifty percent of North Vietnamese tanks.  North Vietnam’s excessive infantry attacks were also “countered with B-52 and tactical air strikes” (Hall/South Vietnamese Analysis Of The Easter Offensive, document #19), which resulted in an enormous loss for North Vietnam.  These determined and effective bombings of the North Vietnamese armed forces, eventually caused the “offensive to run out of steam....” (Hall/South Vietnamese Analysis Of The Easter Offensive, document #19).  America’s decisive response to the Easter Offensive provided South Vietnam with the confidence and support in which they needed in their resistance against the invading enemy.  Without American air power, the North Vietnam’s invading attacks may have been a lot more successful.  Reflecting on the battles that took place during the Easter Offensive, Sir Robert Thompson noted that, “it is untrue to say that the battles were won solely by American air power, it would be true to say that they could not have been won without it” (DeGroot, p.229).

Although a majority of South Vietnam’s success in resisting the invasions of the North is owed to American forces, it would be unfair to say that they did not hold there own.  Aside from loses in some of the initial battles, such as the battle that took place in the city of Quantri, the South Vietnamese were doing a fair job resisting the North.  The feeling of pride was a prevailing influence throughout South Vietnam.  A surpassingly broad  amount of the South Vietnamese men were inclined to defend, and even die, for their nation, giving the South a large foundation of willing fighters.  The South Vietnamese who fought, took advantage of war tactics taught to them by U.S. soldiers and, “prepared to fight as the Americans had trained them” (Video #8, Narrator).  

The lack of organization behind the Easter Offensive itself became apparent after the initial invasions.  Due to the customary disperse of North Vietnamese troops during the initial attacks, it became nearly impossible for the North to “attain the major objectives desired” (Hall/South Vietnamese Analysis Of The Easter Offensive, document #19).  There is no question that the Easter Offensive initially took its toll on South Vietnam, but the South Vietnamese definitely stepped up to the challenging task of defending their nation from communism.  With the determination of the South Vietnamese and the support of American forces, “the flag of South Vietnam flew again” (Video #8, Narrator).  The final outcome of the Easter Offensive of 1972, proved that the population of South Vietnam was serious in their determination to build a country free of communism.  Possible options for peace were also considered after the offensive.  As for America, the success of the counter-offensive against North Vietnam resulted in the re-election of President Nixon, which would eventually lead to a devastating bombing of North Vietnam.  
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