5. Within his first month in office, President Johnson learned that the situation in South Vietnam had greatly deteriorated as noted in Document #15 (Logevall). What were the problems in South Vietnam? Why hadn't the situation been resolved? What could be done to improve things? What did people think would happen if the United States did nothing?
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South Vietnam Situation The government of South Vietnam was indecisive and drifting. It was unsure if Minh or the Committee of Generals were running the country, neither had the experience in political administration and showed little talent for it. (Logevall Doc 15) Province Chiefs, most of who were new had little experience and little direction, as the generals were preoccupied with political affairs. The persecution of Buddhist was embarrassing and monks were setting themselves on fire in protest. (Logevall PG 81/ Tape# 3 American’s mandarin) On 21 August raids on pagodas in Saigon, Hue, and other cities resulted in more than 1,400 Buddhists being arrested and sent to concentration camps (DeGroot PG 81) the government of South Vietnam was headed for a coup. United States personnel, who were sent to work with the government, were not working or talking to each other and this just caused more problems on the state of affairs. RUN ON SENTENCE    Which because of its lack of leadership and being poorly informed were not working on a common plan. (Logevall Doc 15) Viet Cong now controlled most of the people in certain key provinces and had destroyed many hamlets, while others had been abandoned or in some cases betrayed or pillaged by the government’s own Self-Defense Corps. (Logevall Doc 15) In the first nine months of 1963, it was guessed that 1000-1500 Viet Cong had infiltrated South Vietnam through Laos, Cambodia and the Mekong river, bringing with them heavy weapons, ammunition and raw materials. (Logevall Doc 15) By the time Johnson became President, Vietnam had assumed a symbolic importance, which outweighed its actual strategic importance. VERY GOOD (Degroot PG 125) During this period of time the Johnson team were trying to achieve to SPELLING      directives: to turn the war around while keeping it from being Americanized. Although they realized early this could not be done, they shifted to avoiding major escalation until after the November election. As Johnson was more concerned on the up coming election in November of 1964. NOT A SENTENCE    (Logevall PG 59) Diem, Minh and Conn, all should have tried to work more with the Buddhist who was COMPRISED the majority in the country. This failure only caused more sympathetic support for the public protest against the government, and more support for the Viet Cong. WHY? ??? UNCLEAR  American advisers should have had a better understanding of the Vietnamese and should have been able to speak Vietnamese. (DeGroot PG 83) The United States instead of seeking ëMore Flags’ (Logevall pg 64) should have gotTEN NATO members to help push for political settlement, which would have been better then pursuing a costly and unwinnable war. (Logevall PG 64) The United States could not place a leader who was for the people of South Vietnam in charge of the country, even despite the fact that it was very much needed. ??? UNCLEAR  EXPLAIN  The massive aid spent on the country went in to acquisition of luxury items instead of manufacturing equipment and industrial materials. (DeGroot PG 87) And all the while the countryside languished and industry remained virtually non-existent. Most Americans felt that if we NO FIRST PERSON    didn’t support South Vietnam, it would fall to Communist AWKWARD WORDING   , which would cause a Domino effect on other countries around it. As it was Asia had already lost some 450 million of its people to the Communist dictatorship, and we NO FIRST PERSON    simply can’t afford greater losses. (Logevall Doc 6/ Video# 3 American’s mandarin)
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Jeff Andrews, Assignment #1 November 22, 1963 President John F. Kennedy is assassinated, thus resulting in his replacement, Vice President Lyndon Johnson. Johnson was no fool to the situation in Vietnam, he had been very much involved in years before as Kennedy’s Vice President. Due to Kennedy’s death Johnson became top dog NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES  . He faced much more responsibility and a great many more problems both home and abroad. SUCH AS? The situation in Vietnam had greatly deteriorated. The U.S. had some 16,000 military advisors in Vietnam, the term advisor used loosely. Americans were performing a variety of tasks, some actually engaged in combat, partly due to the strengthening Vietcong. “The new president had barely settled into the Oval Office before the CIA, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the embassy in Saigon began issuing reports of virtually unchecked momentum by the Vietcong in many parts of South Vietnam.”(Logevall, 60) Ho called for support of his troops in the South. ??? UNCLEAR  The Ho Chi Minh trail was widened to allow a greater number of troops and increased firepower access to the south. The Vietcong controlled as much as 40 percent of the territory in the south. Kennedy’s strategic hamlet program had failed, RUN ON SENTENCE    Vietcong troops along with some South Vietnamese peasants destroyed many of the hamlets. The South Vietnamese with no true leadership or government due to Diem’s death, WAS HE A TRUE LEADER? only three weeks before Kennedy’s departure POOR WORD CHOICE , had no one to support or rally around. The South began to hate the American soldiers presence as much as they hated the threat of Communism. To some, the Communist movement seemed to be a better cause; at least it offered structure and nationality. EXPLAIN  Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara reported this to Johnson in December, “Current trends, unless reversed in the next 2-3 months, will lead to a Communist-controlled state.”(Logevall, 118) The situation was indeed bleak. The Vietcong forces were growing, gaining support and power; while the South was losing hope with no true government or sense of nationality. VAGUE Advisors reported back to Johnson that the South needed some serious direction. Generals needed to stop with political affairs and instead assist Province Chiefs and troops. Leadership was also a major point; the south lacked a common plan and was poorly informed. The U.S. had to support, whether willing or not, General Duong Van Minh. Minh knew the hamlet program had done nothing but worsen the situation in the south, turning peasant farmers against Americans. Minh wanted to shift the situation from military to political. American officials were not impressed by Minh’s non-aggressive nature. The U.S. and Johnson were still convinced that aggression was the way to defeat Communism. “If you let a bully come into your front yard one day’, Johnson once remarked, “the next day he’ll be up on your porch and the day after that he’ll rape your wife in your own bed.’ Johnson’s solution was to burn down the house.”(Degroot, 125,126) GOOD QUOTE, NOW FOLLOW WITH JOHNSON’S SPECIFIC ACTIONS  Johnson faced increased pressures, the North’s growth and South’s unwillingness to fight, put him in a tight spot. With the threat of a Communist ruled Vietnam, Johnson and others knew it wouldn’t just be the last domino it would also mean loss of his presidency and all his proposed programs. WHY? EXPLAIN The U.S. felt that Vietnam was the last domino ??? UNCLEAR   in Communist support. Americans feared, along with Johnson, if Vietnam fell there would be nothing stopping the growth of Communism; this would only encourage other Communist parties the world over. Even more discouraging than the thought of a Communist Vietnam was the thought of a defeated, humiliated United States of America. American failure would show weakness and the U.S. would not be seen as the same world super power it had always been. “At stake was America’s reputation as a defender of small nations and her status as anti-communist crusader.”(Degroot, 125) P.S. Sorry for not turning in the practice assignment I totally spaced it.
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Jodie Hoover Joe Escobar Vietnam Wednesday, April 30, 2003 Question # 5 President Johnson learned the situation in South Vietnam had greatly deteriorated due to the fact leadership was weak. Vietnamese did not want help from the U. S. Vietnamese fortitude and dedication were beyond American soldiers comprehension (A noble Cause) pg 123. V.C.”s would booby trap themselves, spies were everywhere, secrecy paramount, everyone was a suspect enemy. American defeat seemed understandable because the enemy was not human. ??? UNCLEAR  America desperately needed to get control of the situation. America’s reputation as a defender of small nations and her status as anti-communist were at stake. Secretary of state Dean Rusk argued failure would cause the world to communism AWKWARD WORDING   (stated in document 15) RUN ON SENTENCE    the situation is very disturbing current trends, unless reversed in the next 2-3 months will lead to neutralization at best and more likely to a communist controlled state. The government in Vietnam most of whom were new and inexperienced had no directing. The country team lacked leadership. Viet cong progress had been great; they had control of very high proportion of people in certain key provinces.
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President Johnson learned within his first month in office that the state of affairs in Vietnam had greatly deteriorated. “The new President had barely settled into the Oval Office before CIA, Joint Chiefs of staff, and the Embassy in Saigon began issuing reports of virtually unchecked momentum by the Viet Cong in many parts of South Vietnam.” (Logevall,60) This was brought to light by Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara when he was sent to assess the situation in December of 1963. “ The Viet Cong now control very high portions of the people in certain key provinces, and the Viet Cong has been able to destroy many Hamlets, while others have been abandoned or in some cases betrayed or pillaged by the government’s own Self Defense Corps.” (Logevall Document,119) The fact that the Viet Cong was getting stronger and posing more of a threat was a major concern to the US government, and President Johnson. This progression was one of the foremost concerns that McNamara laid out in his report. McNamara also stated that to solve this problem there needed to be several steps taken. McNamara thought that the US needed to reallocate it’s military forces, increase military staffs, and prepare pacification plans. “On January second the interdepartmental committee recommended the implementation of OPLAN. The plan was to be directed by the military and was to consist of three phases over the next calendar year, each stage progressively more punitive. Top administrative officials doubted that the measures would cause Hanoi to cease it’s support of the Vietcong, but they counseled Johnson to approve the plan nonetheless.” (Logevall, 61) Another one of these concerns was the state of political affairs in South Vietnam. “The Johnson administration’s desire for a limited military commitment was challenged by continued political deterioration within South Vietnam.” (Hall, 18) The South Vietnamese government was in constant chaos, which disturbed Americans. The government was not stable and that put people on edge. “The succession of coups, recent ARVN defeats at the hands of the PLAF, and infiltration of the communist forces into the South reinforced American doubts about South Vietnam’s political and military viability.” (Hall, 19) The new government was wavering at the least and did not seem to be able to operate questionably let alone arguably. “The new government is the greatest source of concern.” (Logevall, 119) McNamara stated in his report that he had little faith in the new government, or it’s capabilities. EXPLAIN A SPECIFIC PROBLEM OR TWO  It was also said that many of the officers that were depended upon to do contain the situation were inexperienced, and had no direction. This made it hard to solve the problems that plagued South Vietnam. SUCH AS? Also the President had two questions. “ Can Westerners fight a war in Asian jungles?” and “ How on earth can we fight a war under the direction of others whose governments topple like bowling pins?” (LBJ, Video 2, told by Jack Valeti) The US would soon find out that neither of theses SPELLING   questions could be easily answered. Infiltration also seemed to be a problem and had started earlier in the war, from the information that McNamara had found while in south Vietnam. This seemed to pose less of a problem than the government ability to function on it’s own. It also posed some what less of a threat than the power of the uprising Viet Cong. To solve this problem they would have to find a way to shut down certain routes that were utilized, as so McNamara lists several of these in his report, and expresses WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE     that there have been some shipments which had been intercepted. People were afraid that if the United States did nothing to improve the situation in South Vietnam that there would be a communist uprising.POOR WORD CHOICE     After World War II and the scare of the Cold War people were afraid of communism. GOOD “After1945 the battle against communism became a foreign policy priority for the united States.” (Degroot, 57) After the war two policies were brought forth EMERGED?, containment, and the Domino Theory. The Domino Theory focused on the fact that if one domino falls they all fall. Dulles saw countries in the war on communism in the same light. He believed along with president Johnson that if we lose one we would lose others, and soon communism would be widespread. “ If this little nation goes down the drain then ask yourself what’s going to happen to every other little country?” (LBJ, video 2) The President also had to worry about not losing because if he lost the next election could be lost also. “If Dulles needed evidence for the validity of the Domino Theory, he could have found it easily at a Hamlet propaganda session in rural Vietnam.” (Degroot, 59) There was much uproar in the Hamlets after Diem was assassinated, and the people reacted. To solve this problem, and many others, the US would end up taking a greater part in the Vietnam War then many people found acceptable.. “Clearly the communists in Vietnam had to be challenged. But that did not mean that they had to be beaten.” (Degroot, 135) INTERESTING CONCLUDING SENTENCE, BUT NOT EXPLANATION?
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