3. Reread Document #8 (Logevall), the Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference, to determine what was "declared" on July 21, 1954? What steps were to follow the conference? What was the precise status of Vietnam? Why do you think the United States refused to join in the Final Declaration? Why was America standing apart at Geneva?
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Darce Richardson Assignment 1 Geneva Agreements and the United States In the Spring of 1954, the French were defeated at Dien Bien Phu and agreed to withdraw form SPELLING  Indochina. After this crushing blow a convention between delegates from nine nations was held in Geneva Switzerland. At this convention an agreement, titled The Geneva Peace Agreement, arranged for a cease-fire and divided Vietnam into two sections until elections could be held in 1956. This partitioning of Vietnam was along the seventeenth parallel and split the country into Northern and Southern Vietnam, however, this demarcation line did not imply a fixed political or territorial line. The North section was controlled by Ho Chi Minh and his army of Vietminh. The South was placed under the leadership of Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem, a devout Catholic appointed to office by Emperor Bao Dai (even though Bao didn’t particularly care for Diem) in hopes to gain support from America. (Logevall, 29) Although Diem looked like a bleak WHY? POOR WORD CHOICE   choice for Southern Vietnam, America could see no other option and reluctantly put their faith in him. Furthermore, the Geneva Agreements declared that the Vietnamese people would be able to enjoy the fundamental freedoms of independence, unity, and territorial integrity as a result of the free general elections to be held in July of 1956. (Logevall, 105) The elections would be supervised by an international commission so the national will of the people prevailed and the two zones would be reunited under the elected government. The Vietnamese are WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE    given the right to freely choose which zone they wished to live during the time of the division. The peace agreement also declared that the French are to surrender their control of Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam so no further problems associated with the re-establishment and consolidation of these states would occur. Still, in some areas the Vietnamese would agree to allow certain numbers of French troops to remain for a period of specified time. ((logevall, 105) Hence forth, the French, along with all other nations that signed the agreement, are to respect the newly independent Vietnam, and refrain from interference in their internal affairs. Diem denounced the agreement and was backed by the United States, who refused to sign it. At the time of the Peace Agreements the United States was aware that Ho Chi Minh’s power was rising (considering his recent victory against the French) and to chance an election where he was likely to prevail, and communism rule, would counteract everything we NO FIRST PERSON    were trying to accomplish in Vietnam. WHICH WAS WHAT? IN 1956?  Further distancing the United States were members of congress, who were highly anti-communistic, so to sign the Geneva Agreements was out of the question. In no case could we risk the spread of communism. Diem, a strong anti-communist himself, felt the same way. He was worried that if there were to be an election at that point in Vietnam, Ho would win. The British and Chinese on the other hand were convinced that the election was the best way to re-unite Vietnam and avoid war, even if it meant that Minh would be elected to power (in the Chinese case especially if it meant Minh would take power). AWKWARD WORDING   The French were also in disagreement with the United States. They provided aid to Diem’s political rivals and claimed that he was unfit to lead a government. (logevall, 30) The United States suspects WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE    the French were merely doing so in order to regain control of South Vietnam. The United States was stuck between two rocks NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES    at Geneva. Although they were trying to appease the French to gain their participation in EDC, they could not easily forget the disastrous Korean experience not long ago. (Degroot, 53) Even though America stood apart from the Agreements we promised to “refrain from threat or use of force to disturb them.” (Degroot, 54) Kennedy believed that with the new prime minister, Ngo Dinh Diem, what Eisenhower called the “Domino Theory” would shortly take place. This theory is pretty self explanatory, once we knock out one domino (or state of communism) the ones to follow will shortly fall. THIS IS THE WRONG WAY TO INTERPRET THE DOMINO THEORY.. IF ONE FELL TO COMMUNISM, THE OTHERS WOULD ALSO FALL. He thought that if the non-communist government could succeed in South Vietnam, then other Asian country’s would become optimistic of democracy. AWKWARD WORDING   ***Counting on Diem’s ability to create a democratic regime in South Vietnam was not the best idea. At first, Diem seemed to be gaining popularity and defeating opposition in the South; with the aid and encouragement of the Americans nearly one million Catholics from the North migrated to the South. The United States felt confident in Diem and advised him to participate in National elections, Diem refused, still feeling unsure. Bao Dai knew of the religious lies Diem was telling to gain popularity and wanted him to resign, so later Diem called for an election in the South. Americans informed Diem prior to the election that in order to maintain control of the South he needed only the majority of the votes. Diem, wanting to insure his victory over Bao Dai, rigged the election with false votes giving himself support from 99% of the voters. (Movie 3) America could not publically support this kind of action, but was still hopeful that he could gain control of Vietnam. Having control of the South Diem was respected POOR WORD CHOICE    by Americans and re-named it “The Republic of Vietnam.”*** WHAT DO THE SENTENCES BETWEEN THE *** HAVE TO DO WITH THE QUESTION. In 1956 most of the French forces left Vietnam and the US Military Assistance Advisor Group (MAAG) assumed responsibility for training South Vietnam forces. Things seemed to be going smoothly, but Diem, as feared from the beginning, lacked political abilities and compromising skills. Diem favored the minority of Catholics who lived in the South and continuously antagonized peasants, driving them into communist arms (logevall, 35). Members of the Vietminh formed their own communist party in the South; Diem called them Viet Cong, meaning Vietnamese Communists. In their early years the Viet Cong are supported by Ho Chi Minh and would later threaten to overthrow Diem’s regime. (Movie 3, Narration) Meanwhile, in the North, a major land reform was launched early in 1955 to offset the incredible inflation that threatened the Vietminh. The campaign was to distinguish between rich peasants who were patriotic or traitorous and between productive or unproductive landlords. (Logevall, 36) This campaign soon got out of control and people began accusing each other of crimes so to avoid persecution themselves. Thousands are killed in these trials and others put into labor camps. Ho realized this was not good for his party so in 1956 made a public apology for the classifications and said he will take action to correct the situation. This was not the only issue in the North. “Fuel was scarce, the irrigation network was in disrepair and ten percent of previously cultivated land in the Red River Delta was abandoned...Floods in December also threatened..famine.” (Degroot, 55) The North was in great turmoil. People were in constant fear and could not trust anyone. As Vo Nguyen Giap would put it, “We attacked on too large a front and, seeing enemies everywhere, resorted to terror, which became too far widespread. Worse still torture came to be regarded as normal practice” (logevall, 36) As Ho and the Vietminh awaited the ordered elections of 1956 the tensions settled among the people. Ho put faith in the Geneva Agreements and thought control of Vietnam would soon be in his communistic hands. With aid from China and the Soviet Union Ho and his followers were now concentrated on building up their nation in the North. They formed a revolutionary group called the National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam. The members of this group were communists sent to the South to gain supporters who despised Diem’s rule. They promised land reform and true independence for Vietnam. (Movie 3-4, Narration,and Logevall, 38) Diem was facing strong opposition now, and although the US continued to financially aid his efforts, the economy suffered and internal security eventually deteriorateñThe Republic of Vietnam was failing. The Geneva Agreements only managed to give Ho Chi Minh time to sort out his domestic issues and prepare for “thoi co” (the opportunistic moment Ho was holding out for). (DeGroot, 24) The fears of the United States were coming true. With South Vietnam no longer a hope and the North growing closer and closer to thoi co we would eventually have to help Vietnam with more than finances and some military training. Distancing ourselves in hopes that the issue could be resolved internally (with some help) proved unsuccessful; If we wanted to stop the spread of communism we would eventually have to send troops into Vietnam.

THE PAPER WAS TOO LONG.

PAPER LACKS ANALYSIS 

LITTLE OR NO MENTION OF THE DOCUMENT/QUOTES

RE-READ THE QUESTION AND DELETE ALL THAT DOES NOT APPLY
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Elisabeth Perry HST 195 Escobar Assignment 1 The Geneva Conference One event that took place during the Vietnam War, that deeply impacted the future status of Vietnam, was the Geneva conference. American officials stood apart in the Conference and some how used this to their advantage. Silence could not reveal what their plans were. ??? UNCLEAR   the Geneva Accords Declared something very important to the future status of the country, but were these declarations ever brought forth? NO HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS According to the Geneva Accords, the conference declares that there were to be general elections taking place AWKWARD WORDING   July 1956. Because of this, there was temporary partition of Vietnam along the 17th Parallel. there was a Demilitarized Zone 10 kilometers wide along that parallel. This meant, that the Vietminh forces were to be north of the Zone, while the French were to be south of it. Before the elections were to take place, qualified delegated authorities of the two zones were to meet on the subject from July 20, 1965, until the elections took place. (Logvall pgs. 26, 105) “Laos and Cambodia were declared independent nations, with the Pathet Lao -- prohibited from attending the conference given control only to two small and underpopulated area of Loas.”SPELLING  (Logvall pg. 26) American officials had grave concerns about going to Geneva mainly because it feared it might get a hostile reaction from outspoken anti-communist in Congress. It had only been four years since Truman was attacked for losing china, and McCarthyism still loomed large.VERY GOOD (Logevall pg. 31) Once there, America played a game. A game that John Foster Dulles called “holding action,” diplomacy to prevent a settlement that would give Indochina to the Vietminh. NOT A SENTENCE    Washington threatened military intervention if they weren’t satisfied with the terms of the Accords. Britain and France didn’t want American military intervention in Indochina. (Logevall pg. 26) The Chinese were the most influential of the great powers gathered at Geneva. the Americans were still recovering from the Korean War. They didn’t agree with the conference, but couldn’t do anything because the French made participation in the EDC contingent upon a suitable agreement. (DeGroot pg. 53) There were two strategies that the US came up with for anti-communism . RUN ON SENTENCE    the first was Containment, which was to prevent the expansion of communism. the second was the domino theory, which is the idea that it only takes on domino falling to make the rest of them fall. In Communist uprising, everything was looked at as being big. POOR GRAMMAR MADE PAPER DIFFICULT TO READ    (DeGroot pg. 57) American officials were convinced that a massive migration out of the Vietminh-controlled North would prove a major embarrassment to Ho chi Minh. (Logevall pg. 34) Colonel Edward Lansdale, Diem’s US adviser, promoted the North to mover to the South. The Geneva Accords allowed One year of movement to and from North and South. Lansdale and his team tried all they could to get people to move south. Lansdale bribed priests with five acres of land and water buffalo. the priests in turn, convinced people to go South by saying that “Christ has gone to the South.” (Logevall pg. 34) “.... entire parishes were moved south, many making the trip in American ships. “ (Logevall pg. 34) His team also tried to scare people into coming South by circulating stories of Vietminh concentration camps and that there could be a US atomic bomb attack on the North. (Logvall pg. 34) Around 900,000 Catholics moved to South Vietnam during the one year of free movement. (Video #3) The Geneva Agreement gave hope of freedom to many of the people in Vietnam. “I and my family were very happy and supportive of the Geneva Agreement, because we believed that there would not be any reprisal against the people who regrouped to the North and those who remained behind. We thought that in two years we would have a free and fair election in which the people could freely choose their own government.” (Video #3 Dr. Pham Thi Xuan Que) The two zones in Vietnam benefited the French, but Agreement would have worked to the advantage of HO Chi Minh. ??? UNCLEAR  He only settled for half of the country, mostly because he had no alternative. Should the Geneva Accord be executed and the 1956 elections held, US officials believed, the Communist would win control over the whole country. (Logevall pgs. 26-27) Ngo Dinh Diem’s (who was in charge of the South) idea was, that since his government wasn’t represented at the Geneva Conference, then he wasn’t bound by its terms. (DeGroot pg. 62) “Eisenhower declared that the United Sates “had not itself been party to or bound by the decisions taken by the conference.’” (Logevall pg. 27) Through all of this, the elections never took place, and Vietnam still was divided on the 17th parallel. The Geneva Conference was never something that the American officials wanted to be a part of. The Accords were never met, and Vietnam was still divided. It was the fear of Communism that encouraged these decisions. After all, “You have a row of dominoes setup, you knock the first one, and what will happen to the last on is the certainty that it will go over very quickly,” (DeGroot, Eisenhower pg. 57)

OVERALL GOOD

BUT PAPER DESCRIBES MIGRATION YEAR THEN JUMPS TO HO STILL HAVING THE SUPPORT TO WIN ELECTIONS WITHOUT MUCH EXPLANATION

POOR GRAMMAR MADE PAPER DIFFICULT TO READ     
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Eric Lanz Written Assignment #1 In response to Question 3 ñ The Geneva Conference, which took place on July 21, 1954 was to establish and end to hostilities in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos, and to create a series of constructive guidelines on how the remaining conflicts would be resolved peacefully. Members of the conference included Britain, France, China, the U.S.S.R. and the DRV (Logevall, 27). The United States and the State of Vietnam refused to sign the agreement. The Geneva Conference declared that the signing members recognized and were to be bound to several steps. First, the Conference officially recognized an agreement to an end of hostilities in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam, and the organizing of international supervision of such. The Conference also expressed its conviction that this end to hostilities would allow Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam to join their place in the peaceful community of nations as fully independent and sovereign nations. It also made note of promises made by the governments of Cambodia and Laos to allow their citizens to take part in the next general elections following the guidelines of their respective countries’ constitutions, allowing for vote by secret ballot and under conditions of respect for fundamental freedoms. It stated an agreement not only on the cessation of hostilities in Vietnam, but prohibition of the introduction of foreign troops, military personnel and military equipment into Vietnam and made note of an agreement by the governments of Laos and Cambodia not to seek foreign military aid except for the purpose of effective defense of their countries. The Conference proposed that no military base under the control of a foreign state would be permitted in the regrouping zones of Vietnam, and that the zones should not be used for the resumption of hostilities or in the service of an aggressive policy. It set up a temporary demarcation line along the 17th Parallel with a ten mile demilitarized zone, and scheduled a nationwide election for the following year. The provisions of the agreement allowed the people of Vietnam to live in either zone they chose to, and disallowed reprisals against citizens of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia for any prior collaboration with another party during the war. It also established the removal of French troops from Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam in short order. The conference established that each territory would not interfere in the affairs of the others, and that the members of the conference would confer with one another on questions pertaining to the agreements of the conference (Document 8). THIS ENTIRE ESSAY SO FAR IS SIMPLY A NARRATIVE OF THE DOCUMENT.  PAPER LACKS ANALYSIS      The U.S. loudly opposed the agreements, and refused to sign them,WHY? but did agree to refrain from threatening or using force to disturb them, and stated that it would view any breech of them with “concern” (Degroot, 55). By refusing to sign the agreement themselves, the U.S. left themselves much more latitude in future actions that they would have had if they had bound themselves to the agreement. China and the U.S.S.R. recognition of Ho Chi Minh’s communist government (Narrator, Video 2) was a huge concern for the United States who feared that if Vietnam were united as a communist country, other nations would soon fall as well. By standing removed from the Geneva Conference, they left themselves free from being bound to the accords of the conference, without stating aggressive intentions against the formation of a unified Vietnamese communist government. In fact, they were free to quietly act against it’s formation.

RE-READ THE QUESTION

75% OF YOUR PAPER ANSWERS ONLY THE FIRST QUESTION

THE LAST PARAGRAPH ATTEMPTS TO (BRIEFLY) ANSWER THE LAST 3 QUESTIONS
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GENEVA CONFERENCE # 3, Cathy Wagner The Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference was issued on July 21st, 1954. The purpose of the conference was to make some determinations on the future of Vietnam in regard to the war between the Vietminh and the French Union, and to restore peace to the country. It was declared that there would be a cease-fire and that Vietnam would be divided into two separate zones, a Northern zone and a Southern zone. The division would be made at the 17th parallel and there would be a demilitarized zone on each side of the demarcation line of not more than 5km that would act as a buffer zone. The armed forces of each side were to move equipment and personal back within its own borders within a set period of time. It was also declared that reunification of the North and South would be made possible through a free-election to be held no later than July 20, 1956. An International Control Commission would police the settlement until the elections were held. The Conference expressed its conviction that the cessation of hostilities would permit “Vietnam henceforth to play their part, in full independence and sovereignty, in the peaceful community of nations”. ( Logevall 104, document 8) The United States saw Geneva as a compromise, and negotiation was something that they were not open to. Throughout the history of the United States and particularly after World War II, they were accustomed to being in a position of strength. VERY GOOD The thought of negotiating from a position in which their allie, France, would not be dictating the terms and especially having to negotiate with Communists, was completely unacceptable. WHY? ANSWER THE COMMUNIST PART  “The United States opposed the Geneva Conference and it refused to sign the Geneva Agreements”.(Video #4, Premier Pham Van Dong) The United States attended Geneva with reluctance and left at its conclusion without any promise of compliance. They made it clear that they were not happy with the outcome of the conference and they instead “issued a separate statement that agreed with the general principles and promised not to “disturb them’ by the “threat or use of force.’ “(Logevall, pg 27) As it turned out, the cease-fire that was set in place by the Geneva Conference was actually somewhat advantageous to both the North and to the South. THIS CLAIM IS NOT WELL SUPPORTED BELOW In the South, there would now be time to build up the strength of the State of Vietnam. For the Vietminh, it would “allow time to consolidate government in the North and plan the extension of the revolution to the South.”(DeGroot,pg54) “The Viet Minh decided to accept the Geneva Accords, and gamble by giving up territory in the short run in order to win control of all of Vietnam in 1956.” (hubcap.clemson.edu) In truth, neither the North or the South thought of itself as independent countries. “Each of the two Vietnamese governments considered itself the legitimate government of all of Vietnam.” (hubcap.clemson.edu) The making of American policy was influenced by domestic political considerations and the fear of upsetting outspoken anti-Communists in Congress encouraged the administration to distance itself from the Geneva agreement. The United States saw the Geneva Agreement as an acknowledgment or approval of Communism, and did not want to be perceived as showing support or tolerance for a Communist Vietnam. They were fearful of the spread of Communism and felt that if they allowed it to spread into South Vietnam unchecked that there was a great risk of this pattern of aggression continuing on into other free countries in the area. Following the Conference, the United States immediately began to implement a regional defense system and set in place the endorsement of covert operations to protect against the expansion and aggression of Communism in South Vietnam. They decided to replace France as the supplier of financial and military assistance to South Vietnam. They also formed the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization, an organization whose members were few and who served no real function other than to be used as an outlet for the United States to justify its continued commitment to South Vietnam.  SOURCE?

IN GENERAL, WELL DONE

POSSIBLY TOO BRIEF, ESPECIALLY NEAR THE END
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Micki McGee-Scott History 195 Paper #1 May 2, 2003 Question #3: Document #8 Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference In April of 1954 world leaders met in Geneva to discuss the state of the world and reach some agreements on what was to be done in Indochina to bring about a peaceful settlement between France and the rising nationalist movements of Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. The Vietnamese had been struggling for independence for centuries. They first struggled with the Chinese for 2000 years. Then in the mid-19th century France arrived and took control of a Vietnam weakened by civil wars and were met with 20 ONLY 20? years of Vietnamese resistance. Again in the early 20th century, a Vietnamese nationalist movement gathered momentum led by Ho Chi Minh and the newly formed Vietminh (League for the Independence of Vietnam). They fought to rid their country of the French colonialists and then against Japanese occupation after the Germans defeated France in WWII. The Japanese were ultimately defeated by the Western Allies and forced to leave Indochina only to be replaced once again by France. The Vietminh continued their struggle and decisively won a significant battle at Dien Bien Phu only one month prior to the Geneva Conference. Thus Ho Chi Minh and the Vietminh appeared to enter the negotiations at Geneva in a strong political position (Video #1 & 2). The Vietnamese position in April of 1954 proved not be as strong as it appeared, however. The agreements reached in April at Geneva regarding the future of Vietnam and finally signed in July 1954 as stated in Document #8 (Logevall) temporarily (emphasized) separated Vietnam into two territories at the 17th parallel with a Demilitarized Zone 10 kilometers wide. The Vietminh would control the area north of the DMZ, and the French appointed government of Bao Dai would stay in the south until a general election, to be held in 1956, would determine the nature of the reunification of the country. Prior to elections there would be a “cessation of hostilities in Vietnam” (Logevall, Document #8, 104) with no military build-up on either side and no foreign military personnel or bases allowed in either zone. Thus, “Ho Chi Minh had settled for half a country, even though his forces were dominant in virtually all of it” (Logevall,26). The Geneva Accords clearly stated that the division of Vietnam was to be temporary - “...the military demarcation line is provisional and should not in any way be interpreted as constituting a political or territorial boundary” (Logevall, Document #8, 105). Since the Bao Dai government in the south was relatively weak, the Vietminh saw Geneva agreements as only a temporary setback, believing they would easily win a general election and see the country reunified under their control. In some ways they viewed the agreements as a welcomed cease-fire and believed they could use the time to organize and strengthen their political support in the south (DeGroot,54). The United States disagreed with the Geneva Conference from its inception. The Eisenhower administration, especially Secretary of State John Foster Dulles, did not want the French to negotiate a settlement that would have the West leave southeast Asia to communist control (Ho Chi Minh and the Vietminh were communists and recognized as the sovereign government of Vietnam by both the Soviet Union and China). The West had seen the extension of Soviet power into eastern Europe and the fall of China to communist Mao Tse Tung. VERY GOOD Us foreign policy post WWII was aimed at “containing” communism to the areas where it had gained a foothold and to prevent it from spreading. This was dubbed the “domino theory” when Eisenhower explained it to a reporter in 1954 that “You have a row of dominoes set up, you knock the first one, and what will happen to the last one is the certainty that it will go over very quickly. So you could have the beginning of a disintegration that would have the most profound influences” (DeGroot, 57). In July of 1954 Britain, the USSR, France, China, and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam signed the Geneva Accords. Part of the political maneuvering to reach the agreements had been made in an effort to prevent US military intervention in southeast Asia. The United States and the Bao Dai government of the State of Vietnam did not sign. The US stated that they agreed in principle with the accords and “promised not to ‘disturb them’ by the ‘threat or use of force’” and “declared that the United States ‘had not itself been party to or bound by the decisions taken by the conference’” (Logevall, 27) thus leaving open the option of military intervention should it be necessary to prevent the reunification of Vietnam under communist rule. In fact, Eisenhower and Dulles began immediately following the signing of the accords to undermine the peaceful reunification of Vietnam and to breach the agreements. “Washington moved quickly in the wake of the Geneva Conference to implement a regional defense system” (Logevall, 28). In August 1954, the US National Security Council decided that the US had suffered a serious “loss of prestige” by supporting the French in Vietnam and needed to restore their prestige by preventing further losses in Southeast Asia. “The immediate task was to succeed France as the direct supplier of financial and military assistance to South Vietnam” (Logevall, 28). In addition to the desire to prevent the spread of communism and the need to restore US prestige internationally, the US also had domestic conditions that supported the Eisenhower administration’s decision to take a non-participatory stance towards the 1954 Geneva Conference and refuse to sign the Declaration later that same year. There was a strong anti-communist sentiment in the US Congress that the Eisenhower administration had to take into account. Logevall states, “There can be no doubt that one reason the administration worked to hard to distance itself from the Geneva agreement was that it feared it might get a hostile reaction from outspoken anti-communists in Congress. Only four years had passed since the attack on Truman for ‘losing’ China, and the prospect of a repeat of that ordeal must have hung heavy over the Eisenhower team. The shadow of Joseph McCarthy still loomed large” (Logevall, 31). A few years later, President Kennedy also responded to the threat of being seen as “soft on communism” by sending ever more military “advisors” to bolster the forces of what had come to be called South Vietnam (Logevall, 45). The irony of the Vietnam War is that the US engaged to prevent the spread of communism. An enormous expenditure of money and human lives was made in an effort to prop up a government that shouldn’t have existed in the first place. “The Republic Of Vietnam, the product of a compromise between great powers gathered at Geneva, should not have existed in the first place and, like a fledgling which has fallen from the nest, should not have survived long. Had the Geneva terms been observed, the South would have been quickly absorbed into one, communist Vietnam. Instead, thanks largely tot he American anti-communist obsession, this synthetic nation was artificially sustained by American money, advice and support” (DeGroot, 84). And ultimately the communist nationalists won, anyway.

VERY WELL, AND CONVINCINGLY WRITTEN

FULL INTEGRATION OF TEXTBOOK, VIDEO, AND DOCUMENT   

MAY I USE THIS AS AN EXAMPLE PAPER FOR FUTURE STUDENTS?

LET ME KNOW BY EMAIL
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On July 21, 1954 the final declaration of the Geneva Conference was made. Overseeing this conference were several countries with several different interests as to the outcome of the final declaration. Representatives from the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the State of Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, The People’s Republic of China, The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, North Korea, South Korea, France, the United Kingdom and the United States of America all took part in the conference. The main objective of the conference was aimed to restore the peace in Korea and mainly Indochina. In a time of thriving colonialism, WHEN? the French were at the top of their game NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES    when it came to southeastern Asia. The French at the time had gained control of Cochin China, Tonkin, Annam, Laos and Cambodia (tape 1). With the exception of Laos, the French formed the four states into what was known as Indochina in 1887, with Laos being added to the union in 1893 (www.encyclopedia.com). For years French occupation went on in Indochina, but as WWII came around in full swing NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES  , things were on the verge of a major change. This major change started with the Japanese moving into North Indochina in 1940; which subsequently led to another Japanese move into Southern Indochina in July of 1941. This move led to the U.S. seeing Japan as a threat to the Philippines in which the U.S. then froze all Japanese assets in the United States before the attack on Pearl Harbor even occurred (www.encyclopedia.com). The Japanese allowed the French to remain in control of the territories later known as Vietnam until March of 1945, when the Japanese ousted the French and established the state of Vietnam. This state was first ruled by Bao Dai, the former emperor of Annam, however this government quickly collapsed, falling to the new up and rising Viet Minh party lead by the infamous Ho Chi Minh. With the French not wanting to relinquish their position in Vietnam and Ho Chi Minh’s Viet Minh party on the rise to recognize Vietnam as a free and independent state, war broke out in November of 1946 (Tape 2). This war was known as the French Indochina War, which immanently POOR WORD CHOICE    led to the Geneva Conference. By 1954 the United States of America was paying roughly 80% of the French efforts in Vietnam (www.encyclopedia.com). The French’s military effort was seemingly dwindling despite such economic support from the U.S. After about 8 years of fighting in the French Indochina War, the call for peace came in the form of the Geneva Conference. The Final declaration of the conference was issued on July 21st, 1954, in Geneva, Switzerland (Logevall pg.104). The conference took note, declared, recognized, and agreed on 13 different points on how to have peace in Indochina. All of the countries whom attended the conference all agreed on ending hostilities in Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. Next they all agreed NOT EXACTLY, NOT THE USA that Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam where all granted freedom, independence and sovereignty, which then granted citizens to take place in general elections. The conference in agreement with ending hostilities then prohibited the entry of foreign troops into Vietnam. They stated that the military demarcation line between North and South Vietnam should remain provisional and not be used as a political or territorial boundary. In perhaps the boldest act of the declaration, France was forced to withdraw all of its troops from Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. (Logevall pgs. 104,105,106) The precise result of the Geneva Conference was the withdrawal of French troops, and creating free independent states for Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. Another and more fatal result was the creation of two Vietnam’s; the north and the south. The south was to following the path towards a republic, led by the once popular Bao Dai; however he was quickly disposed of by elections in 1955 by Ngo Dinh Diem. Up in the North Ho Chi Minh was leading the way towards a communist rule with the communist USSR and Chinese Republic backing them. The soon to be communist military force known as the Viet Cong was forming and flourishing fast towards spreading into South Vietnam. I NO FIRST PERSON    believe that the United States stood apart at Geneva and refused to join the declaration due primarily on the fact that we did not want to see the further spread of communism. With the USSR and People’s Republic of China backing Ho Chi Minh in his efforts to solidify Vietnam into a single rouge nation; the United States foresaw the opportunity that would arise for Ho Chi Minh to rule with the backing of his communist friends, and did not want to partake in it. Another reason for the non-U.S. commitment could also be secondarily pointed towards all of the economic aide we NO FIRST PERSON   supplied to France during the French Indochina War, and not wanting to see their money go to complete and utter waste. I believe that seeing what was to come, the U.S. took the right stance at the Geneva Conference. The Geneva Conference was a turning point in the history of this country and the world. It ended the French rule over Indochina, and formed new maps with new independently recognized states. It also opened the door for the spread of communism through the region which ultimately lead to large U.S. military and political conflict in the region to put out the raging red fire of communism that we so feared. Sources: “Vietnam: A Television History” tapes 1-5 “The Origins of the Vietnam War” Fredrick Logevall “A Noble Cause? America and the Vietnam war” Gerard J. Degroot “www.encyclopedia.com” http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1954-geneva-indochina.html
EXCEPT FOR USING FIRST PERSON IN YOUR CONCLUSION (WHICH YOU SHOULD NOT DO – RE-READ THE SYLLABUS) THIS WAS A VERY GOOD PAPER
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Question #3 The Geneva Convention that was held on July 21,1954 was a place where Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam could discuss agreements to stop the violence. JUST THEM?  The convention also declared that all of the people living in Indochina would have full independence and have a peaceful place to live. NOT ACCURATE  At the convention they set aside a general election day that would be held in two years. The elections would be conducted by private ballot. In part of the convention Cambodia and Laos agreed not to request any type foreign aide. In the agreement of the Geneva Convention they stated “no military base under the control of foreign State may be established in the regrouping zones of the two parties” (Logevall 104). The biggest problem that the Convention wanted to settle was to settle AWKWARD WORDING   any more military questions that the two countries had. After the convention China supported the accords that were set forth by the convention but America was against them but America went along with them. PROOF?  NOT ACCURATE All of the foreign military troops were supposed to leave but they didn’t. “With the wake of the Geneva Conference the two countries WHICH? tried to cooperate to establish a viable government in the Saigon (Logevall 30). The effort that was put forth but the long time differences would prevail. AWKWARD WORDING   Dien Bien Phu DIEN BIEN PHU WAS A BATTLE was always against the Geneva Conference he didn’t sign them so he felt that the accords didn’t pertain to him. Dien DIEM was highly favored by America; they felt that he would be the very best person to run the Government. “Dien was held up by America as the Marcie man of Indo-China.”(Narrator Movie #3) Dien welcomed the supplies that America would give them but he was not interested in anything that America had to say about the war. Ho Chi Minh was very well known in the south and he went on long trips to gain support of Viet amah SPELLING  and they supported him. “Ho welcomed the Geneva talks in part because he feared the war weariness was reaching dangerous levels, then on the other hand, morale was boosted by the fact that supplies had never been so plentiful” (Degroot 43). The state of Vietnam was okay NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES  for a while until the elections that were suppose to be held two years later never happened. The elections were never held because the people WHICH PEOPLE? WHICH NATIONS? in power didn’t want communism to win and control all the government so they went to war again. Many of the Vietnamese people want the accords of the Geneva conference would work because they thought that they might have a chance to have a free and great government if they really worked. So this help with minimal negativity of the accords. NOT A SENTENCE  There were many power struggles with in the people in Vietnam. They would do any thing to protest the Dien becoming the man in power. Buddhist were burning them self alive and Catholic would move to the south to get away from Dien’s type of government. America refuses WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE   to join the final declaration of Geneva Conference because they knew that Ho had a lot of power over the people of Vietnam and they really didn’t want him to win and become the government. America was also afraid of “Ö.the hostile reaction from outspoken anti-communists in Congress” (Logevall 31). America tried to stay out of the war for as long as they could. Until French was defeated by Dien America had no choice. ??? UNCLEAR  They were giving aide to France and then France was out of the war and south needed help. PAPER LACKS ANALYSIS    America was already involved by helping Dien out in any way they could, but then Dien turned out not to be the person they thought. The Geneva Conference made the problem a little better for a while. The Vietnamese people were behind two different leaders for government. A lot of countries wanted to get involved and many did. VAGUE All of the countries want the government of Vietnam to be as their government was. All that was involved in this conference thought that it was going to solve all of the military, political and emotional differences that the South and the North had with each other and boy NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES  were they wrong.
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