2. A great deal can be learned from a nation's Declaration of Independence. Read Document #2 (Logevall). Why was this declaration so similar to the American Declaration of Independence? What did this document mean? What were its authors trying to accomplish? What were Ho Chi Minh's primary concerns? Who was his audience for this speech? Explain
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Sandlin.Daniel

A Declaration of Independence Interesting how history presents itself. On the 2nd of September 1945, Ho Chi Minh addressed the people of Vietnam in Hanoi to declare Vietnam’s independence form France.(Lovegall 96) It started out much like America’s Declaration of Independence, which probably should not be of any surprise. After nearly a century of French rule, and subsequent Japanese rule it was American OSS officers that had infiltrated and trained the Viet Mihn, Vietnam’s freedom fighters to fight the Japanese and help us rescue downed pilots in WWII. In light of this it can be clearly seen how Ho Chi Minh, a known communist, could feel that he had a major nation to recognize his land as a country and his government as legitimate government. Ho Chi Minh loved his country, and it is apparent he would have done anything for it. Even abandon his own political view to form a free nation of his home if it meant his people would be free. NOT A SENTENCE    The people of his land had been colonized for over a thousand years. First by the Chinese, then France, in turn Japan, and obviously finally by America in its own goal of fighting communism. A fight that possibly may never had happened if America would have stood up to its allies after WWII and backed Ho Chi Minh. Ho learned of communism and became one in France where he studied and tried to become a liason for his people. He was an active communist but would not have put that view in front of his will to see his homeland free. After being a founder of the French Communist Party, and trying to petition for the end of colonialism in oppressed countries he moves WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE    to Moscow, where the leaders were too busy with their own problems to listen to him.(Lovegall 11) It is clear the passion Lenin spoke with wooed Ho and inspired him but repeated attempts to get attention to his own interests concerning Vietnam and other nations like it could have left the man’s avenues and choices open. If one looks at his Declaration of Independence for the Democratic Republic of Vietnam it is clear that the attention America gave him could have swayed his views enough to whet his appetite to see Vietnam a free Democratic nation as the name he chose for Vietnam implies. Of course it would appear the name alone was designed to show America that he wanted Americas support and wanted to continue to be an American Ally. In the roots of War video the interview with Archimeddes Patti the OSS officer, and Abbot Low Moffat of the Sate Department it is clear that Ho Chi Minh carries weight wit hthe TYPO people. They were willing to follow him, and Ho seemed to have found an ally. Ho was a nationalist first, communist second. America could have easily stood behind Vietnam at this crucial point in its history. Winston Churchill’s unwillingness to break up pre-existing colonies of European countries after WWII caused a lot of tension in the world. These nations won their independence eventually anyway. America’s sons were sent into a war that could have easily been stopped well before it started. With out too much friction with her allies. Ho Chi Minh stood in front of his countrymen and women on that day in 1945. He promised his people much the same Americas forefathers did in the 1700s, for much the same reasons. The politics of Europe and its policies to hold foreign lands stood between Vietnam and their fight for freedom. This on the very eve of Europe’s battle for its own freedom from the Strom Troopers of Germany and Germany’s goal to take over all of Europe and beyond. That declaration meant that Vietnam may have become a democracy and prospered RUN ON SENTENCE    instead Vietnam still suffers the ravages of so many years of war decades after the last one. During the last one it became apparent that America would not stand behind Vietnam as a whole, but Russia and China would. Was this not the very thing that Dwight D. Eisenhower feared? NO HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS It could have been stopped years before by a single action, a simple action. An action of friendship extended in peace towards another people who helped us in a time of need to fight a common enemy.

WELL, AND CONVINCINGLY WRITTEN

EVEN THOUGH YOU SHIFTED THE POSED QUESTIONS TO PRESENT THE ENTIRE EVENT AS A “LESSON TO BE LEARNED”, YOU STILL ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
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Laing.Andrew

Andrew Laing 04 - 28 - 2003 Essay Question #2 HST 195 All Men Are Created Equal Many countries have used the United States as an example of how to run a country. While Ho Chi Minh did not choose to adopt their version of government, he did use the American Declaration of Independence as a basis for that of Vietnam. Uncle Ho, as he was later affectionately known by his followers in Vietnam, was western educated in Paris where he learned much about America and how it gained its independence from Britain in the 18th Century. (Logevall, 10). Ho Chi Minh gave his famous Declaration of Independence speech in Hanoi’s Ba Dinh square on September 2, 1945, just after the surrender of the Japanese in World War Two. He declared: “We hold truths that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.” (Logevall, 13). This quote was taken directly from the American Declaration of Independence. (People and Politics, Hiatt, Declaration of Independence). The speech was witnessed OR HEARD by more than 400,000 Vietnamese. At the time, Ho Chi Minh and the Vietminh had the support of the United States, and by modeling the Vietnamese Declaration of Independence after that of America, Ho hoped to gain even more support from them and the rest of the free world. While the United States knew that Ho was a communist, they also knew that “he was first a nationalist, and second a communist.” (Video #1, Abbot Low Moffat, State Department). BUT DID THIS MEAN ANYTHING TO THE USA? Through the Vietnamese Declaration of Independence, Vietnam was proclaiming itself independent from outside rule. “The whole Vietnamese people, declare that from now on we break off all relations of a colonial character with France.” (Logevall, 98, Declaration of Independence). It declared that the citizens were to be independent and free, even if that meant that they would have to die to support their cause, and they were ready to do so if necessary. “The Vietnamese people are determined . . . to sacrifice their lives and property in order to safeguard their independence and liberty.” (Logevall, 98, Declaration of Independence). America took note of this, “The Vietminh were very willing, fine, young nationalists . . . they were willing to risk their lives for their cause, the cause of independence against the French.” (Video #1, Archimedes Patti, OSS Officer). The Declaration was an attempt to “rally the troops” and gain the support of everyone in Vietnam, as well as the outside world. Everyone was to know that the Vietnamese were not going to lie down and be taken advantage of anymore. Ho Chi Minh wanted to raise morale and rally the Vietnamese together under one platform because “the other anti-colonialist parties in Vietnam were plagued almost from the beginning with deep factional splits and the absence of a mass base.” (Logevall, 11). Ho succeeded with gaining the support of the Vietnamese people, but failed to get much more out of the rest of the world, including the United States. Shortly after Ho Chi Minh presented the Declaration of Independence to the people of Vietnam he asked for support from the new American President Harry Truman. “Ho appealed to President Truman, but he would probably have accepted anyone’s support.” (Video #1, Narrator). President Truman never responded. This gesture of non-support aided in the fallout of the United States and the Vietminh, and was one of the contributing factors to the start of the US INVOLVEMENT IN THE Vietnam War.

WELL DONE

PAPER WELL ANALYZED

GOOD INTEGRATION OF TEXTBOOK, VIDEO, AND DOCUMENT  
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Bond.Charles

Charles Bond 4/29/2003 Vietnam Telecourse Joe Escobar Vietnam’s Declaration of Independence On September 2nd 1945 in Hanoi’s Ba Dinh square Ho Chi Minh declared Vietnam to be independent of France and the rest of the world. The bulk of this text, read by Ho Chi Minh speaks of Vietnam and its people’s struggles, their tries and tribulations with the French and Japanese, and ultimately states that, “we solemnly declare to the world that Vietnam has the right to be a free and independent country” (Logevall, 98) While the bulk of their Declaration discussed their difficulty in gaining Independence from the colonialist French empire, there were certain passages that any American citizen could recognize as being directly quoted from the American Declaration of Independence. “All men are created equal” This statement not only touches American citizens but is a very powerful message to the Vietnamese people. The Vietnamese people who for centuries had been under the rule of one monarchic POOR WORD CHOICE  regime and were briefly occupied by the Japanese, never knew of this equality and such a statement gave them hope and pride. This pride that the Vietnamese people felt was just the thing that the French tried to keep them from achieving by sectioning off their country. While Ho was speaking to all of the Vietnamese people he was more directly speaking to two audiences. The “unjustifiable taxes  reduced our people, especially our peasantry” (Logevall, 97) spoke directly to the peasant population. The peasant population being the majority of the Vietnamese people AWKWARD WORDING   needed to know they would be looked after and Ho let them know that with his references to their struggle, and through the hope he gave them with their newly found, self imposed independents. SPELLING   However while the words of this Declaration were inspiring to the people of Vietnam they also can be construed as a call for help to the American government. GOOD Knowing that America was attempting to slow or stop the spread of Communism using the words from our NO FIRST PERSON  own Declaration of Independence and terms such as, “Democratic Republic”, they were obviously reaching out for any help we NO FIRST PERSON  could provide. Through all these hidden meanings Ho’s primary concerns were to his country and to his people. Ever since he was a young man he knew he had to do something about the horrible conditions his people lived in every day. He traveled the world making contacts and learning of the ways of the colonialists and the capitalists. Although he received an education and was well known in the French community he was unable to help his fellow Vietnamese people by peaceful negotiations. He decided he would have to move back to Vietnam and do what ever was necessary to free his people. In the Declaration Ho read that the Vietnamese people would, “sacrifice their lives and property in order to safeguard their independence” (Logevall, 98) Ho went through his life traveling and educating himself in an attempt to gain freedom for his people by peaceful means, and this call for help to the United States was his last attempt for a peaceful solution.

STRANGE CONCLUSION, ENDING ON HO’S EARLIER EDUCATION

OVER ALL GOOD JOB

SOME TYPOS AND GRAMMAR/SPELLING PROBLEMS
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Gamman.Christopher

Chris Gamman HIST 195 Written Assignment 1 Document 2 5/2/03 After the defeat of the French and later the Japanese in World War II, the Vietminh took advantage of the absence of foreign control over the country. On September 2nd, 1945, Ho Chi Minh addressed a crowd of elated Vietnamese in Hanoi’s Ba Dinh Square, declaring Vietnam’s independence. The declaration began with the words “All men are created equal; they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights; among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness” (Logevall 96). He continued, accrediting these immortal words to the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America and added that these are the birthrights of all the world’s peoples. Fredrik Logevall raises WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE     the question of whether Ho Chi Minh was merely paying respect to the document that represented the ambitions of all colonized peoples, or whether he was actually soliciting the U.S. for support in Vietnam’s struggle for independence. As Logevall states, it was “No doubt some of both” (13). NOW WHICH DO YOU THINK IT WAS? Although Ho Chi Minh wrote about the atrocities of racial discrimination in the southern United States, in Versailles, he cited President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points in his plea to Allied leaders for self determination of colonial peoples (Logevall 10-11). VERY GOOD Ho did have a deep understanding of the social, economic, and political strife that served as the background for the creation America’s Declaration of Independence. He also shared the same disdain for foreign occupiers that many of the American revolutionaries held for the English. According to Logevall, “Ho detested French imperialism from an early age, and he vowed early to devote his life to the great task of reclaiming Vietnam for the Vietnamese people” (10). Because earlier attempts at reforming France’s colonial policy by more moderate means had failed, and because France had proven itself useless in protecting Vietnam from the Japanese invasion, the Vietnamese Declaration of Independence reflected Ho’s primary concern; to unite an independent and democratic republic of Vietnam (Logevall 10; 96). His dedication to this goal, above even Marxist social reform, may have been a reason that Stalin appeared disinterested in the struggle of the Vietminh (Logevall 12; 13). VERY GOOD INSIGHT Furthermore, this, in combination with the collaborative efforts of the U.S. and Vietnam in their fight against the Japanese and FDR’s support for the independence movement in Indochina, led to what Logevall perceives was Ho Chi Minh’s probable anticipation of further U.S. support (14). The declaration justifies the rights of the Vietnamese people to establish their own government by mentioning first, the violence, exploitation, and oppression committed by the French during their eighty years of occupation, and second, the incompetence of the French in governing and protecting Indochina. The document also serves as a rally cry to the people of a once divided Vietnam to continue to rise up against the remnants of foreign rule. “Our people have broken the chains which for nearly a century have fettered them and have won independence for the Fatherland.” “For these reasons, we, members of the Provisional government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, solemnly declare to the world that Viet-Nam has the right to be a free and independent country ñ and in fact it is so already. The entire Vietnamese people are determined to mobilize all their physical and mental strength, to sacrifice their lives and property in order to safeguard their independence and liberty” (Logevall 98). The Vietnamese Declaration of Independence purposely omits any explicit suggestions of the intention of the Vietminh to establish a communist state in Vietnam. Rather, the text addresses the weary Vietnamese and the leaders of the world to recognize the necessity for a unified and independent Vietnam. The context of the document suggests that Ho Chi Minh was much more interested in seeing this goal achieved than in burning his bridges with the first and second worlds by overtly conforming to one socio-economic structure over another. The language and tone used within, speak only to those who would see justice and equality prevail in Vietnam.

PARAPHRASE THE LONGER QUOTES

LACKING FULL INTEGRATION OF TEXTBOOK, VIDEO, AND DOCUMENT  

GOOD ANALYSIS

OVERALL GOOD PAPER    
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Morgan.David

Declaration of Independence, Democratic Republic of Vietnam As the eyes of the world focused on the unconditional surrender of the Japanese forces to the Allies, bringing to an end World War II, little attention, if any, was placed on Ho Chi Minh, the Vietminh, and the beginning of the take over of selected providences in Indochina. “It was a glorious fortnight for the Vietminh leadership, and on 2 September Ho Chi Minh, wearing the faded khaki suit and rubber sandals that had become his trademark, stood before cheering throngs in Hanoi’s Ba Dinh Square and proclaimed the independence of his country.” (Logevall 13) Ho Chi Minh’s words do not inspire and then pain hearts simply because Ho spoke them after years of living under and fighting against French rule and colonization, or because he captured his wishes for a free Vietnam in another country’s words, a country that would strive for the next thirty years against this proclaimed independence, but also because Ho’s statements bring forth images of the American Revolution, a war resembling, in both cause and effect, the American-Vietnam War. ONE VERY LONG SENTENCE Eighteenth-century Americans, lacking years of military expertise, cutting edge NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES   weaponry, and monetary resources, fought an unorthodox war against a distant people in the name of independence. Ho, at the same time of trying to rally the Vietnamese people was also making a distant plea for the United States to come to the aid of Vietnam, so that once and for all they could rid themselves of the French rule that had been over them for the past century. Ho understood that discourse alone could not unify the Vietnamese. There was a human quality the Vietnamese valued as a virtue and that was conduct, conduct reminiscent of the quan tu (superior man) (Confucius), which Ho effectively used to complement his rhetoric. VERY GOOD  For the Vietnamese, character held equal, if not greater, persuasive influence than discourse. Convinced of the existence and importance of enduring values and timeless truths, Ho incessantly instructed his audience on the importance of freedom or the right for self-determination. At Versailles, in 1919, Ho prepared an eight-point petition demanding basic freedoms for the Vietnamese, which he had planned to submit to President Woodrow Wilson. (Logevall 11). Ho Chi Minh’s ideals of freedom and equality were basic yet powerful. He knew well enough that the audience he had to reach consisted, in the main, of tradition-bound peasants. To the peasant, consigned by birth to a life of misery, poverty, and ignorance, Ho showed a way out. A man could be as good as his innate talent permitted; lack of privilege was for the first time in centuries not a handicap - if anything, it was an asset. One could fight and die serving the nation, liberating both the nation and oneself . Nepotism and privilege, which had dominated the past were wiped away. WERE OR WOULD BE?  One rose only on ability. And in putting all this extraordinary human machinery together, Ho gave a sense of nation to this formerly suspicious and fragmented society, until at last that which united the Vietnamese was more powerful than that which divided them - until they were in fact a nation, just as he had claimed . 

THE PAPER WAS TOO SHORT.  LESS THAN MINIMUM NUMBER OF PAGES.   

PAPER WAS A BIT ESOTERIC RATHER THAN FULLY ANALYZING AND ANSWERING THE ASSIGNED QUESTION(S)

PAPER VEERED OFF TRACK AT WILSON AND VERSAILLES AND NEVER SEEMED TO COME BACK

Works Cited (1) Fredrik Logevall, The Origins of the Vietnam War (England: Pearson Education Limited, 2001) 13. (2) This superior man is not at all a super man of the Nietzschean type. He is merely a kind and gentle man of moral principles, at the same time a man who loves learning, who is calm himself and perfectly at ease and is constantly careful of his own conduct, believing that be example he has a great influence over society in general. See Lin Yutang, The Wisdom of Confucius (New York: The Modern Library, 1938), 23. (3) Logevall, 11.
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Diertra Lynn Hst 195 Telecoure Assignment #1 Question #2 Independence is not thought of in terms of how countries achieve it. In 1776 the United States stated their Declaration of Independence. Over 150 years later another declaration, very similar to that of the United States, was made in Vietnam by their leader Ho Chi Minh. This declaration was of independence from oppression, starvation, and foreign rule. Minh’s speech was directed towards Vietnamese people but furthermore to all the countries that have tried dominating and controlling Vietnam. He was also looking for support from an ally. Vietnam’s Declaration of Independence was very similar to that of the United States. In fact they both start the same way. There were a couple different reasons for the declarations being so similar. Ho Chi Minh was playing for some support from the United States in order to stay free. He also believed the rights stated in the declaration should be for all people. Minh was a nationalist in that he wanted the country to come together and be a strong sovereign nation. (Logevall, 12) Minh wanted the Vietnamese to have these same rights. He wanted to unite all of the country. SIMPLISTIC SO FAR, LACKS ANALYSIS    Vietnam had been invaded for 2000 years by China, France, and Japan. During these long rulings POOR WORD CHOICE    , Vietnamese people still stayed strong never adopting other ways of thinking. ??? UNCLEAR  Each time of the foreign invasions, AWKWARD WORDING    Vietnam was eventually able to overcome and remain united. NOT TRUE  On 2 September 1945, Ho Chi Minh declared Vietnam’s independence. This was huge NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES  for the fact Vietnam had been invaded for over 1,500 years. The oppression of the Vietnamese was to stop. NO IT WASN’T  There was starvation occurring from French exploiting Vietnams’ natural resources. Vietnam would become its own government and take care of the people. This was Minh’s intention with the Declaration. He wanted his own people to run their country. Minh was also trying to bring more support from the people to the Vietminh. This was a party he organized in 1940. The party was made up of mainly communists, who were also fervent nationalists. Ho Chi Minh was concerned that if there wasn’t a massive amount of support, FROM HIS OWN PEOPLE?  France or China would try to take over again. He wanted support of an ally in the claim for Vietnams’ independence. Ho Chi Minh had a vast audience he was talking to when reading Vietnam’s Declaration of Independence. He was vying for all Vietnamese people to support this new independent nation. Since he was a communist, many Vietnamese people still did not support him. The Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang (VNQDD) was a nationalist party formed around gaining freedom for Vietnam. (Logevall, 10) In order for Minh to get support from these followers he had to appeal to all as a nationalist and talk about what was best for Vietnam. Minh also knew he had to have support from an ally in order to keep invaders out. The United States had helped train the Vietminh to defeat the Japanese invasion during World War II. (Video #1) Minh assumed that then the United States would rally behind Vietnam. During his reading of Vietnam’s Declaration of Independence he had the Star Spangled Banner sung, as well as have a United States plane fly over with their flag. (Degroot, 27) These tactics seem to be vying for the support of the United States. THEY WERE Lastly, Minh was speaking to all of the countries who have tried relentlessly to break the Vietnamese people and state that this could no longer happen. All men are created equal; they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights; among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. (Logevall, 96) These lines both start the United States and Vietnam’s Declaration of Independence. Vietnam’s leader Ho Chi Minh declared Vietnam independent on 2 September 1945. During his speech he was rallying for support from all Vietnamese people as well as the United States. He was trying to unite his nation. Minh thought this was the start of great thing for Vietnam

PAPER IS REDUNDANT, STATING THE SAME THINGS OVER AND OVER

PAPER LACKS A DEPTH OF ANALYSIS

LITTLE OR NO MENTION OF THE DOCUMENT/QUOTES  

SOME FACTUAL/CONCLUSIVE ERRORS
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Emily Johnson May 2, 2003 Written Assignment #1 ñ Choice 2 From the beginning of time people have fought for independence from one another. As expansion occurred and civilizations were created, humanity developed an intense desire to pursue personal freedom. Nations and individuals were torn from their homeland in order to acclimate to a lifestyle of difference elsewhere. Power has bred power and will continue to do so throughout time. CAREFUL HERE… VERY BROAD/UNIVERSAL INTRODUCTION THAT MANY WOULD TAKE ISSUE WITH  With the injustice of tyranny inevitably comes uprising and dissent among the oppressed people. The Vietnamese Declaration of Independence is one such document where drive for freedom is incredibly evident. Ho Chi Min’s declaration of independence from France ??? UNCLEAR  is strikingly similar to the United State’s of America’s declaration in 1776. In fact, Ho refers to America’s declaration within his own writing. (Logevall, Document 2, 96) The similarities between the two begin with the overall layout. Both declare the necessity of Creator-given human rights. The language is almost identical; “created equal unalienable rights Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” (Logevall, Document 2, 96) Ho concerns himself, as do the American authors, with discussing the injustices of the oppressive state. Each action is described in detail and the purpose behind it is evident. A number of specifics are as follows; imperialism vs. democratic system, inhuman laws, unfair tariffs, unneeded political regimes, robbery, government consumption of populace produced material, and the creation of peasantry. Each declaration ends with the hope of breaking all this with tyrannical rule, ??? UNCLEAR  a common purpose, the willingness to fight, and the determination of the people to unite and sacrifice their lives, property, and possessions in order to achieve freedom. (Logevall, Document 3, 96) Perhaps the similarities are in part due to the fact of supposed congruity between the Vietminh and America DO YOU MEAN THE FOUNDING FATHERS?. Ho’s attraction to the Communist doctrine had less to do with social millenarianism than with the anti-imperialist message, promising liberation from European rule. (Logevall, 10) The U.S. had founded their nation on the common ground of liberation from a ruling Britain. Ho had no doubt been hoping for American support in his efforts to free his people. Franklin Roosevelt had expressed previous support for Indochina’s independence amidst the culmination of the Vietnam ñ American Friendship Association. (Logevall 14) Ho had reason to expect support and desperately needed the U.S.’s help in order to conquer French domination. Ho’s presentation of this document on September 2, 1945 was one of jubilee. A large crowd had gathered and independence seemed near at hand. While the declaration was written as a proposal to the oppressors, it also served as a means of gaining support for the growing movement. The French had been proud of their colonialism in Vietnam and Ho desired to challenge such. (Video #1) Peasants were starving in the streets and Ho knew the people were ready for change. He was first a committed nationalist, and second a communist, so his desire grew from the obvious utter desolation of his people. (Video #1) In the writing of the declaration, the Vietminh spoke to the population while also speaking directly to their rabid POOR WORD CHOICE  governmental rule. ??? UNCLEAR  Ho appeared desperately concerned with the welfare of his people, yet knew he would need help in achieving his goals. In considering Vietnam’s situation, the leaders were forced to take action and make immediate decisions. WHICH LEADERS?  Ho knew the road would be long and hard, and maintaining the support of his countrymen would be an absolute necessity. The declaration could help to encompass this purpose along with stepping toward freedom.

THE LAST HALF OF THE PAPER DRIFTS FROM THE SPECIFIED QUESTIONS

PAPER LACKS ANALYSIS  AT TIMES
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Gammon.Evan

Evan Gammon History of Vietnam War Telecourse Essay On Question #2 : Vietnam’s Declaration of Independence “All men are created equal: They are endowed by their Creator with certain unailiable Rights; among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”1 These immortal words were spoken by the Vietminh leader Ho Chi Minh of September 2 1945 in the Ba Dinh plaza in Hanoi. These same words were spoken by our NO FIRST PERSON  founding father Thomas Jefferson nearly 175 years previous. POOR WORD CHOICE     Is this a coincidence? NO HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS Hardly. NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES  Ho had many motives for the way he designed Vietnam’s Declaration of Independence. After Japan surrendered to the Allied powers in August of 1945 they also loosened their hold of Vietnam. Ho realized that this was an important crossroads for his nation. He could either shrug the arm of colonialism forever, hopefully with help from the U.S, or fall into the hands of the French once again. To succeed with his objectives Ho needed to appeal to the Allied powers, particularly the United States and Great Britain. Ho knew that the former president Roosevelt had previously supported Vietnam’s independence from France. By appealing to America in his address, Ho was trying to strengthen the newly reformed republic’s relationship with the United States. Ho needed financial and military aid to keep the French from coming in after the Japanese were disarmed. Newly instated President Truman took a more conservative approach to the independence of Vietnam. He did not believe that colonialism was a problem, even if he disliked the French. Ho’s call for aid to Great Britain fell on deaf ears because She did not want to speak out on colonialism. WHY NOT ? Thus America stood back and watched as Allied troops from Britain and China who, according to allied strategy, were supposed to be disarming the Japanese, were really re arming the French in order to retake Vietnam. The Declaration of Independence spoken by Ho was a major turning point for America’s involvement in the Vietnam Conflict. Had we NO FIRST PERSON  stood up against the popular opinion of our Allies and supported Ho and his Independent state like he was hoping this war would have had a much more favorable outcome. Instead we were too tied up in red tape and diplomacy to give him the aid that he needed to break free of Colonialism. From this point forward it was a slow downward spiral to save face, military advisers, diplomats and, eventually, full militarization in Vietnam.

THIS LAST PART IS NOT A PART OF THE POSED QUESTION

THE PAPER WAS TOO SHORT.  LESS THAN MINIMUM NUMBER OF PAGES.    

START OF PAPER WAS VERY GOOD, BUT THE LAST HALF WE TOO BRIEF AND WITHOUT ANALYSIS

LACKING FULL INTEGRATION OF TEXTBOOK, VIDEO, AND DOCUMENT  

LITTLE OR NO MENTION OF THE DOCUMENT/QUOTES   
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O'Connor.Veronica

History 195, Assignment #1, Veronica O’Connor In Hanoi, on September 2, 1945, Ho Chi Minh declared Vietnam’s independence. He began with quotes from both America’s Declaration of Independence, and from France’s declaration of the French Revolution. Both indicate that all men are born free and equal, and have the right to seek out the unalienable Rights of equality, and of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Ho most likely modeled the Vietnamese Declaration of Independence as he did to remind America and France of their own struggles to be independent nations, and to seek some sympathy for his country which was seeking that same independence both countries valued so much. The meaning of this document at first glance is simply that of a nation declaring that it will no longer tolerate another nation’s rule. It also on a more subtle level may have been intended to point out the hypocrisy of 2 TWO nations, who valued freedom so highly, attempting to dictate to this small nation how it’s country should be governed. NOT THE USA  Ho was trying to both rally his countrymen to action, as well as trying to bring France and America to the realization that they were acting against their very own nation’s founding policies. The audience for this document was primarily the Vietnamese, but seems somewhat phrased to gain sympathy from the U.S., in an effort to incite sympathy and support for the struggles of Vietnam. Ho desperately wanted U.S. support. “Ho expected the Americans to restrain the French. But they had a different agenda”. (Degroot, p. 28) Ho Chi Minh was trying to gain freedom from the French, Japanese, and from the Chinese. ALL AT THE SAME TIME? As a representative of the Vietnamese people, Ho was announcing WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE   to whomever it may concern that Vietnam had enough of foreign interference and was ready to do something about it. He has been compared by some as the “George Washington” of his country. “The Vietnamese revolution embodied the character of Ho Chi Minh. He provided leadership, direction, inspiration and stability”. (Degroot, p. 21) The struggle for Vietnam’s independence had been going on for quite some time before Ho’s Declaration of Independence in 1945. And it would continue for some considerable time to come. “Ho Chi Minh and his followers fought for decades-- first the French, then the Americans”. (Video #1, narrator) Ho had great support from all his people, especially the poor peasants and workers who had been exploited by the French. “ I heard about Uncle Ho, who fought for the workers and the peasants. So, as a peasant, I realized that the only correct thing for me to do was to follow the same path”. (Duong Van Khanh, Video #1) AT THIS POINT, THE PAPER IS VEERING OFF TRACK FROM THE POSED QUESTIONS Ho and his supporters fought against almost insurmountable odds: “First a handful of advisors, then the Marines, finally an army of half a million. That was the Vietnam War, an undeclared war”. (Narrator, video #1) Ho himself knew the odds they were up against, years before the Americans became involved. He warned his supporters early in the struggle against France “ We may lose 10 Vietnamese for every Frenchmen, but we will win”. (Video #1) Vietnams struggle for independence continued for decades. When America became involved, some that fought in the Vietnam was even doubted why this small country could not be granted its independence. “ After a few weeks, I began to have doubts about us being here- I began to wonder if we should be here at all”. (US soldier, video #3) It is clear that all Vietnamese, Northern and Southern desired to be a unified independent nation. A South Vietnamese citizen in video #1 says “ I always believed in my country. But instead of sending my sons to defend their country, I sent them out to die”. In conclusion, the unfortunate reality is that Ho Chi Minh’s Declaration of Independence, although successful in rallying his countrymen to support the struggle for freedom, was about as effective in gaining support from the countries of the Geneva Convention as a colony of ants struggling to maintain their anthill from being scattered by a group of giant humans.  STRANGE ANALOGY TO END ON

LACKING FULL INTEGRATION OF TEXTBOOK, VIDEO, AND DOCUMENT  

THE VIDEO QUOTES USED DO NOT ADDRESS THE POSED QUESTIONS

PAPER LACKS ANALYSIS    

SOME INACCURACIES
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Seider.Jacob

HST195 Vietnam War Telecourse First Written Assignment 

DON’T’ REWRITE THE QUESTION IN THE TEXT OF YOUR PAPER

“Ho Chi Minh was a communist, but he was first and foremost a nationalist. Liberation for his country was the one idea that never left his mind in all the years of travel, of exile, of prison. “(Logevall, 12-13). Ho Chi Minh wasn’t advocating a specific form of government WHY NOT? when he delivered his country’s declaration of independence on September 2, 1945. He was defending his dream that the people of Vietnam would one day be free from French rule. He was asserting Vietnam’s right to independence when he spoke that day. The Vietnamese declaration was similar in many ways to the American Declaration of Independence. First, Ho argues for the universal rights of all human beings. The Declaration of Independence of the United States of America declared America free from British colonial rule. Ho Chi Minh and the Vietnamese had just won their freedom over the French colonial rule. NOT TRUE  In both cases the colonies had not been free, and were denied certain right S they thought they should have as human beings. Both documents argue for the inalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Ho Chi Minh uses the statements summarizing them for his people. “All the people on the earth are equal from birth, all the peoples have a right to live, to be happy and free.”(Logevall, 96). Ho goes on sharing some of these same ideals from The Declaration of the French Revolution, made in 1791. In that declaration the French proclaim, “All men are born free and with equal rights, and must always remain free and have equal rights.”(Logevall, 96). By using these documents, Ho links Vietnam’s desire for independence to the revolutions in both France and America and their citizen’s desires to be independent. After establishing the need for basic human rights, Ho lists the ways in which the French systematically denied them to the Vietnamese people, much the same as the American declaration lists grievances against the English. As a nationalist Ho Chi Minh believed that the people of Vietnam would benefit from an independent self-government free from the French rule, where the people could have simple rights that the French were not giving them. Ho Chi Minh’s list of grievances includes how the French oppressed both the people and the land of Vietnam. The French, who exported a majority of the rice the country produced, had drained the land. They also exploited the forests, mines, and raw materials needed by the Vietnamese to survive. Ho Chi Minh pointed out how the French had taken these resources and then made the people pay taxes, hurting the peasants, and causing poverty. He also pointed out the injustice of French policy. “They have acted contrary to the ideals of humanity and justice.”(Logevall, 96). He shows that even though the French believe in freedom and equal rights they had been acting contrary to their own beliefs. He then described the abuses of the Japanese, who had taken over the country during the Second World War, and had done nothing better to help the people of Vietnam. “Our country ceased to be a French colony and had become a Japanese possession.”(Logevall, 97). Over two million people died from starvation, due in part to the abuse against Vietnam by the two countries. After listing his grievances against the French government, Ho Chi Minh goes on telling the audience that because of the way they have been treated the Vietnamese demands SPELLING  their independence. “The whole Vietnamese people, declare that from now on we break off all relations of a colonial character with France; we repeal all the international obligation that France has so far subscribed to on behalf of Viet-Nam, and we abolish all the special rights the French have unlawfully acquired in our Fatherland.”(Logevall, 98). Ho Chi Minh states that the people of his country are ready and willing to fight off a threat by the French Military. And as history has shown Ho was not lying when he tells the world he will fight until the death to keep his new free nation. THIS CAME LONG AFTER THIS DECLARATION  At the same time he has stated that he is willing to fight, he asks for recognition from world powers like the Allied nations, for an independent Vietnam. Hoping that the Allied forces would recognize his country, Ho Chi Minh reminds them of how the Vietnamese people had helped the Allies during World War II, spying on the Japanese for the Allied cause in the war. “A people who have fought side by side with the Allies against the fascists during these last years, such a people must be free and independent.”(Logevall, 98). In making the declaration Ho reaches out to several different audiences around the world. He reminds the Americans of the similarities between the two countries fights for freedom by using parts of American declaration in his own. By listing some reasons why he has taken his country back from the French, he justifies the need to continue a fight against injustice. He also speaks to the people of Vietnam, telling them to stand up and fight for their freedom. Finally, he was speaking to the whole world as he said, “Solemnly declare to the world that Vietnam has the right to be a free and independent country.”(Logevall, 98). Like other revolutionaries who fought for their country’s freedom, Ho Chi Minh publicly presents a document showing why his country deserves the same right to self-government as any other.

OVERALL GOOD

LACKING FULL INTEGRATION OF TEXTBOOK, VIDEO, AND DOCUMENT  

LACKING ON ANALYSIS OF THE FOREIGN (USA GOVERNMENT) AUDIENCE
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Gunther.Jonathan

Jonathan Gunther HST 195 May 5, 2003 Vietnam’s Declaration of Independence Ho Chi Minh, the nationalist leader of the Vietnamese people after World War II, declared the Democratic Republic of Vietnam independent of France and abolished all colonial laws set in place by France on September 2, 1945. The declaration of Vietnam shares similarity with the Declaration of Independence made by the United States in 1776 in that both have life, liberty and pursuit of happiness listed as inalienable rights. The similarities between the two could of been done with the intentions of convincing the United States to aid Minh and his new government. Another possibility for the usage of this line from the United States Declaration of Independence could be to use against the French in the global arena since the French also used these ideals. Ho gave his speech for Declaration of Independence in Hanoi in Ba Dinh Square in front of thousands of Vietnamese peasants. The strategy of this was to get the people with him and they were proven before to be at the center of any success in Vietnam. According to Huynh Van Tieng, “The people were not only cheering with their voices, but also with their hearts” (Video Episode 2). The main focus of the declaration was directed to the peasantry which helped give Ho his control of the population. Ho Chi Minh’s main concerns of declaring his country independent were to get his people out from under the control of the French colonists and to get the French Colonists out of Vietnam. In the declaration made by Ho he goes into a lot POOR WORD CHOICE  of detail about the hardships suffered by the Vietnamese peasantry at the hands of the French. By focusing mainly on the hardships of the peasants Ho was able to get them on his side which was definitely a major factor in the Vietnam War. Another concern of Ho was being able to get another country, such as the United States on his side to help him rebuild his country and set up his new government. The only problem with this was that the United States had other pressing issues with France which obviously contradicted what Ho wanted. SUCH AS? After giving this declaration and setting Vietnam free from France in writing if nothing else. This helped to cause problems and lead to the Vietnam War. At the time France was rebuilding and this was a main focus of the United States to see that this was successful (video episode 1). Ho wrote to the United States asking for aid in rebuilding. The problem with that was France was wanting to take back Vietnam at the same time and the United States wanted France to regain its power before World War II so Ho’s letters were ignored.

PAPER LACKS ANALYSIS   

THE PAPER WAS TOO SHORT.  LESS THAN MINIMUM NUMBER OF PAGES.    

YOU TOUCH BRIEFLY ON TOPICS WITHOUT MUCH SUPPORT

YOU STILL HAD PLENTY OF (PAGE) SPACE TO DO THIS

LITTLE OR NO MENTION OF THE DOCUMENT/QUOTES  
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Kinney.Lindsay

Lindsay Kinney Hist195 5-2-03 Life Liberty and Happiness “All men are created equal. They are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of happiness”. (Logevall, Doc. 2) This statement is very powerful, and seems to be a common theme in both the Vietnamese and United States of America Declaration of Independence. After all isn’t that what everybody really wants? NO HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS Most living, breathing human beings just want to have the right to be free and happy, and if there is a document that supports that desire it gives people hope. ??? UNCLEAR  OUR USA DECLARATION GIVES OTHER PEOPLE OF OTHER NATIONS HOPE?  EXPLAIN  Another common theme between both documents was the mentioning of history and the oppression their country has suffered from a country with higher power. The Vietnamese Declaration is written in easier terms, and more understandable to the common man versus the U.S.A document, BECAUSE THEY ARE SEPARATED BY 200 YEARS AND THE LANGUAGE WAS A BIT DIFFERENT THEN?  but they still basically state the same truths. It is hard to become a free country when so many people WHO? are doing everything they possibly can to stop the one thing you want so badly from happening. Freedom! DON’T USE EXCLAMATION MARKS  This document meant a lot to the people of Vietnam. It declared their independence. DID IT REALLY? NO  That all relations of colonial character with France are broken. NOT A SENTENCE   For eighty years these people courageously opposed French domination, such a people must be free and independent. (Logevall Doc. 2) The authors of the Vietnam Declaration of Independence were looking to inspire while writing this document. The people of Vietnam had been starved to death, forced to live in extreme poverty, robbed of their rice fields, mines, forests and raw materials, and that was all before the Japanese came to power, only for their miseries to increase. The people were tired. They needed to hear something to lift their spirits, and Ho Chi Minh delivered. His name even means “He who enlightens”. RELEVANCE HERE? One of Ho Chi Minh’s primary concerns was to establish a government for his country and to defend the right to do so. In the middle of his speech “Uncle Ho” stopped and asked “Compatriots, can you hear me?” After a moment of silence the crowed cheered and answered back “YES WE CAN!” At that moment he really touched the hearts of everyone in the crowd, and made them feel that Ho Chi Minh cared and concerned for the Vietnamese people. (Video #1, Root of War) September 2nd 1945 was the day Ho Chi Minh read the Vietnam Declaration of Independence to an audience of over 400,000 Vietnamese. The same day was their self-proclaimed independence day. The formation of a new country was established, The Democratic Republic of Vietnam. (Video #1, Roots of War)

PAPER LACKS ANALYSIS   

LITTLE OR NO MENTION OF THE DOCUMENT/QUOTES  

THE PAPER WAS TOO SIMPLISTIC.  CLAIMS WERE NOT BACKED BY DATA

SOME FACTUAL PROBLEMS
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Miller.Mike

Mike Miller 1st written assignment Question #2 Telecourse Assignment # 1 The authors of the Declaration wanted to reunify Vietnam. For over eighty years the French colonizers had used the “divide and rule” strategy in Vietnam. (Logevall, 9) Vietnam was divided into three separate governances, RUN ON SENTENCE    this devotion, and Vietnams reunification, was on Ho’s mind from a very young age. The authors wanted to not only let their own people know that Vietnam was united once again, but also the World. By affirming “to the world that Viet-Nam has the right to be a free and independent country “ and in fact it is so already.” The authors tried to accomplish their sovereignty. (Logevall, 98) DID THEY?  The authors, namely Ho Chi Minh, AWKWARD WORDING   of the Declaration were trying to accomplish many aims. First and foremost, the authors wanted to reunify a divided Vietnam, and gain their, long sought, independence from colonizing forces. (Logevall, 13,) Ho Chi Minh needed recognition of Vietnam’s Sovereignty, and also finical and military backing. He knew France, and possibly China from the north, threatened, once again, to colonize, and divide, his homeland. (DeGroot, 28) On September 2, 1945, after hundreds of years of oppression and war, President Ho Chi Minh declared the new Republic of Vietnam Independent. There were many similarities between Vietnam’s Declaration of Independence and the United States Declaration of Independence. Ho declared “All men are created equal.”(Degroot, 27) And in doing so he gave the basis for Vietnams Independence. Ho Chi Minh used wording in his Independence speech that echoed not only the US’s, but also France’s, founding Declarations in the 1700’s. In doing this he was able to pay homage to a hopeful ally, America, and also justify his nations Independence.(Logevall, 96) Ho, by citing both the US and French founding documents, attempted to gain World legitimacy, and acknowledgment of France’s destructive 80 year colonial rule in Vietnam. As early as 1919, Ho had struggled for Vietnam’s right to self-determination. (DeGroot, 22) Ho’s use of Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points was just on of many attempts to appeal to the hopeful allies in Washington. In September 1945 the same concepts were put fourth in Vietnams Declaration of independence. The meaning of this new declaration can be found in the context of the time in witch SPELLING  it was written. WWII had just ended, Germany surrendering months before, and Japan with the assistance of the Vietminh surrendered September 2, 1945 on the battleship Missouri. The world was becoming divided between East and West. (Video#1, narrator). The Vietnamese Declaration of Independence took on more of a symbolic meaning than any formal meaning do SPELLING   to it’s falling on deaf ears around the World and especially in Washington. “Even as American officers joined in the celebrations in Hanoi on 2 September, their superiors back in Washington were clearing the way for a return of the French to Vietnam.”(Logevall, 14) Although Ho used words like “self-determination and equality of nations,” and references to America as an Allie, Roosevelt, and Truman after him, became convinced that to hold off Soviet aggression in Europe, France would need the right and indeed the aid, to reoccupy her former colonies. In this context of an ending war and a beginning Cold War, Ho’s Declaration was made into nothing more than a symbolic jester to those outside of Vietnam and a celebratory speech in Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh’s primary concerns were first national independence and sovereignty, and secondly financial and military aid. Ho believed that the US and her Allies would stand by earlier statements, and jesters,??? UNCLEAR   made by Roosevelt and other Washington officials, and help the Vietminh restrain the French from recouping Vietnam. As late as January 1945 Roosevelt stated that, “French Indochina must not be turned back to the French,” and furthermore France “had done nothing to improve the natives since she had the colony.”(DeGroot, 25) In addition to these statements, Washington in 45’, began training and arming the Vietminh in their common struggle against the Japanese. (DeGroot, 25) In the Vietnamese Declaration of Independence Ho continually referred to the “Allies” and their collaborations in defeating the fascist Japanese, and also included words like “democratic liberty.” Ho had many audiences on September 2, 1945. He had his “martyrs, compatriots” and also his hopeful “allies” throughout the world. (Logevall, 11, 97) Ho was not only addressing his own people, but also his hopeful Allie the United States of America.

PAPER DOES COVER ALL QUESTIONS, BUT ESSAY IS VERY CHOPPY… IT DOES NOT FLOW WELL AT ALL

POOR GRAMMAR/TYPOS/SPELLING MADE PAPER DIFFICULT TO READ    
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Sullivan.Ryan

September 2nd, 1945, first President of an independent Vietnam Ho Chi Minh, delivered his address of a free nation in Hanoi’s Ba Dinh square. The first lines of his proclamation repeated verbatim the famous second paragraph of America’s 1776 Declaration of Independence: "All men are created equal. They are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness."(Logevall, 96) Similar to the American Declaration of Independence, it AWKWARD WORDING   was not willing to compromise. Ho Chi Minh’s intentions were not to set his country free, rather to claim the freedom that already existed. Vietnam was literally in chaos, finding itself run by several different nations at different times. With the help of the Chinese ridding Vietnam of the Japanese, France found its way back in to the country with terms of French troops settling there. This was no free nation; it was a nation that could not stop itself from being divided. Like America in the late 18th century, the nation was forced to recognize its own patriotism. After France tried to reclaim its colonies in Indochina (Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos), they faced opposition, which it had been able to beat POOR WORD CHOICE many times before the war. Ho had founded the nationalist political party known as the Vietnamese Communist Party, in 1930. Ho expanded his political base in 1941 when he founded a broader nationalist coalition, the Viet Minh (Vietnamese League for Independence). The Viet Minh fought a guerilla war against both the Japanese and the French forces, making the Viet Minh an ally of the United States at that time. Ho Chi Minh was looking for recognition from the United States and other Western countries, but instead, the West turned their attention to French claims. "President Truman failed to respond to any of Ho’s letter’s concerning the independence of Vietnam" (Video #1), and the first Indo-China War was fought with the French from 1946 to 1954, only to result in the division of Vietnam in the South and the North. *** PAPER VEERS OFF TRACK HERE UNTIL “??? UNCLEAR   BELOW” Only one year after the Nation’s claim to independence, what is known as the first Vietnam War took place. The Vietnamese believed that if FDR had lived, the U.S. would have supported the Revolution and Ho Chi Minh’s leadership of the Vietnamese. They saw Truman as more anti-Communist and as altering the direction of FDR’s anti-colonialism. Without support from the U.S., there could be no military victory, rather an uprising of loyal patriots and freedom seekers. Ho won his people over with confidence, and knew he could do it again if he must. "It was confidently assumed that the people, having risen once, could be persuaded to rise again." (DeGroot, 27) Peace is only the time between war. Vietnam’s war had been going on for so long that the country needed a man who would stand up for the right’s of the people and demand their freedom. Peace was attempted in Ho Chi Minh’s Declaration of Independence, if anyone dared to listen. One thing about Peace, however, it does not come so cheap. Ground rules had to be placed and standards had to be set. ??? UNCLEAR  Determined to free Vietnam from outside rule, the document read: "The whole Vietnamese people, animated by a common purpose, are determined to fight to the bitter end against any attempt by the French colonialists to re-conquer their country." (Logevall, 98) Obviously this meant that the people were willing to die for their freedom. The document was not only targeted to the French, who were looking for ways to stay in the country, nor was it aimed solely at the Japanese, but at the entire world. "We, members of the Provisional Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, solemnly declare to the world that Vietnam has the right to be a free and independent country, and in fact it is so already. The entire Vietnamese people are determined to mobilize all their physical and mental strength, to sacrifice their lives and property in order to safeguard their independence and liberty." (Logevall, 98) The concerns of Ho Chi Minh and the document’s authors were first and foremost freedom and liberty. Ho mentions that his people have fought with courage for more than eighty years, either attempting to fight off the French, or fighting side by side with Allies against the Fascists in the later years. One could not blame him or the people of Vietnam for their resentment of the French. The people of Vietnam had tolerated the French for years and treated them with respect, with nothing but harsh treatment in return. In a way, the nation’s Declaration of Independence was a retort to the French. YES It was also a good source of information for those who were unaware of Vietnam’s past and present situation. The authors’ accomplished what was needed, for the whole world was aware of the situation. DID THEY REALLY?  What was supposed to be a cry of freedom led to be a world scare. What would become of Vietnam? Would the whole country fall like their neighbors to communism? NO HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS "Ho Chi Minh was first a nationalist, then a communist." (Video #1). The self-proclaimed day of independence for Vietnam proved his nationalism, as well as his ability to instill hope in the hearts of his people. If only a country could be recognized for its efforts, there would be no need for a Declaration of Independence, and peace would not be so hard to come by.  STRANGE CONCLUSION

YOUR PAPER SEEMS TO COVER THE QUESTIONS, BUT THE ORGANIZATION IS LACKING AND IT DIFFICULT TO FOLLOW AT TIMES

PARAPHRASE LONG QUOTES
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Wilson.Shannon

Shannon Wilson May 1, 2003 Written Assignment #1 Number 2 On September 2, 1945 Ho Chi Minh declared the Independence of Vietnam, his written declaration is WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE    very similar to the American Declaration of Independence as an obvious appeal to the U.S., to recognize the DRV as a case similar to the founding of the U.S. itself. Another feature is the complete absence of the Marxist/Leninist philosophy that Ho and the Viet Minh subscribed to. 1 ESSAY WAS TO HAVE BEEN AN INTEGRATED PAPER, NO NUMBERING, RE-READ DIRECTIONS   This may have been a sincere homage for independence and individual rights as well as a play for American support for Ho’s ambitions. As Ho stood before the cheering crowd in Hanoi’s Ba Dinh Square a Vietnamese band played the Star Spangled Banner, and by October, a Vietnam-American friendship association was established. Ho Chi Minh also knew that in earlier years U.S. President Franklin Roosevelt had expressed support for Indochina’s independence from what he considered France’s exploitative and irresponsible rule. 2 There were problems with this situation because even as American officers joined in the celebrations in Hanoi on September 2, their superiors back in Washington were clearing the way for a return of the French to Vietnam. Half a million people gathered that day in Ba Dinh Square to hear the Vietnamese Declaration of Independence, based on the American Declaration of Independence and the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen. After indicting the French colonial record in Vietnam, Ho closed with an appeal to the victorious allies to recognize the independence of Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh was looking for recognition from the United States and other western countries. Instead of supporting the Republic, the West recognized French claims. Ho’s Declaration of Independence is an object lesson in the use of enlightenment ideals, and 19th century nationalism, by colonized peoples. 3 There were however, major problems that lay ahead. Non-Communist political parties, which had been too weak and disorganized to take advantage of the political vacuum left by the fall of the Japanese, began to express opposition to Communist control of the new provisional government. Ho ordered VLA troops to avoid provoking any incidents with the Chinese and agreed to the Chinese demand that the Communists negotiate with the Vietnamese Nationalist parties. In November 1945, the provisional government began negotiations with the VNQDD and the Vietnam Phuc Quoc Dong Minh Hoi, both of which initially took a hard line in their demands. The Communists resisted, and the final agreement called for a provisional coalition government with Ho as President and Nationalist leader Nguyen Hai Than as Vice President. 4 The Declaration of the United States of America, states that all the peoples on the earth are equal from birth, all the peoples have a right to live, to be happy and free. The Declaration of the French Revolution made in 1791 on the Rights of Man and the Citizen also states: “All men are born free and with equal rights, and must always remain free and have equal rights.” These are very powerful declarations that should be upheld by the countries who stated them. SAYS WHO? These rights should be practiced in every country of the world BUT NEVER WERE but unfortunately have been totally ignored in the past and especially where Viet Nam was concerned. As was written their uprisings were covered in rivers of blood, their race weakened form SPELLING  Opium and alcohol and their land devastated and people exploited and left in extreme poverty. None of the countries involved were just, or humane and never treated the people of Vietnam as free and equal. Ho’s ploy to the U.S with his declaration was thought to have gotten him a positive reaction and to form a strong alliance, but instead he found that the U.S. does WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE    not uphold the Declaration of Independence and that this got him nowhere at all. 

THIS LAST PARAGRAPH SEEMS TO BE A MORALITY STANCE, RATHER THAN AN ANALYTICAL HISTORICAL ESSAY

ESSAY NEEDS TO BE INTEGRATED AND FLOW BETTER, BUT OVERALL GOOD

1)www.vietnam.com 2)The Origins of the Vietnam War, by Fredrik Logevall 3)www.vietnam.com 4)www.vietnam.com
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Woods.Thomas

The writers of Vietnam’s Declaration of Independence wanted it worded so similar to the American Declaration of Independence with the intent in mind that America would supply support for Ho Chi Minh’s ambitions for Vietnam. (Logevall, 13) Ho Chi Minh expected the Americans to restrain the French because he WHO? FDR? was appalled by the French’s unnecessary brutality. (DeGroot, 28) Ho Chi Minh used this document to inform the French that they would no longer have a say in the country’s government. The Vietnamese did not like the way that the French were abusing the standard of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity. (Logevall, 96 and Document 2) Ho Chi Minh’s carefully chosen words were calculated to impress both his audience and, beyond them, the Americans, whose support he desperately needed. (DeGroot, 27) Ho Chi Minh, as well as others, believed all men were created equal, and were all endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights. Among these were the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. (Logevall, 13 and Document 2) The authors where trying to gain the help of the world powers, with the idea that they would help keep the French out of Vietnam. Without the help of the powers Ho knew it would be a fight to gain the country’s independence. Ho Chi Minh wanted the Vietminh to seek the dual objections of the national independence for Vietnam and the implementation of major social reform. Ho gave primacy to the former goal. National liberation was the most important problem facing the Vietnamese people. (Logevall page 12) Sectional and class interests should be subordinated to the vital interest of the country so Ho merely set aside for tactical reason the class struggle issue. It was thought that a united front would impress the allied nations. (DeGroot page 24) Ho Chi Minh’s audience for his speeches was the French, Americans, and most of all the people of Vietnam. Ho knew that without the support of his people the war could not be won. Ho Chi Minh also hoped that by wording the speech the way he did that America and her allies would support the independences of Vietnam.

PAPER LACKS ANALYSIS   

LITTLE OR NO MENTION OF THE DOCUMENT/QUOTES  

YOU DO NOT HAVE “QUOTE MARKS” IN YOUR PAPER.  THE ENTIRE PAPER SEEMS TO READ AS DIRECT QUOTES AND FEW OF YOUR OWN WORDS.

THE PAPER WAS TOO SHORT.  LESS THAN MINIMUM NUMBER OF PAGES.    
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EMILY MEAD

In 1776 the people of the thirteen colonies in America declared their independence from the mother country of England.  They did not suffer very greatly at the hands of the English, but being freedom-loving people they resented the domination of an absent monarch.  169 years later, in a country half the globe away, another people claimed their independence from a far more abusive government.  NICE DISTINCTION – THE ONLY STUDENT WHO POINTED OUT THIS DIFFERENCE  On September 2, 1945 in Hanoi’s Ba Dinh Square, President Ho Chi Minh used the same words to declare the newly formed Republic of Vietnam’s independence: "All men are created equal; they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights; among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness."(Logevall, 13)

The meaning of the Vietnamese Declaration of Independence was fairly straight forward.  After eighty years of subjugation and injustice at the hands of the French, the people had risen up and thrown the French yoke from their shoulders.  HAD THEY?  They had used the opportunity of instability presented by the surrender of the Japanese to the Allies to overthrow both the Japanese and the French - who had already been displaced from governance by the Japanese.  Now the Vietminh divested the privileges that the French had assumed in their land, and declared that they would fight to the death to protect Vietnam from falling back into French hands, or those of any other country.(Logevall, document 2; DeGroot, 26)

His words of freedom were balm to the souls of his Vietnamese audience.  In the middle of the declaration Ho Chi Minh stopped and asked, "Compatriots, can you hear me?"  This simple question entered the hearts and secured the loyalty of many. (Video #1)  After years of abusive colonization and disorganized uprisings, the Vietnamese people, long ripe for revolt, had a leader to rally behind.

Ho Chi Minh’s words were also addressed to another nation and another people: the Americans.  The Vietminh needed help to achieve stability and complete freedom from French colonial rule and Japanese occupation in their country.  America was the country most likely to offer aid; having survived World War II economically, America was helping to rebuild war-ravaged countries.  Ho Chi Minh also had a more tangible reason to expect support.  America had already assisted the Vietminh with military training to overthrow the Japanese occupation, and President Franklin D. Roosevelt had been sympathetic toward the Vietnamese struggle for independence.(DeGroot, 25)

The American Declaration of Independence was deliberately quoted and the format copied for several reasons.  Possibly Ho Chi Minh did desire to honor the Americans who in many ways ushered in the modern movements for "national independence and individual rights."(Logevall, 13)  Also, in patterning his declaration after one so well known, Ho Chi Minh was making the point to the Americans and the world that the Vietnamese people just wanted the same rights as the Americans and all free people enjoy.  It is harder to disapprove of a people trying to gain what oneself sees as good.  ANALYSIS OF HO’S COMMUNISM MISSING

In 1945 American troops were first sent into Vietnam on the operation "Deer Mission".  They trained a select 200 of the Vietminh in the modern arts of using automatic weapons, demolition equipment and infiltration and exfiltration skills to fight the occupying Japanese.(Video #1)  At the time of the August Revolution and Ho’s declaration of independence, the Americans were in the audience, although they were beginning to pullout on the political level.(Logevall, 14)

Franklin Roosevelt’s supportive attitude about the Indochinese struggle for independence from French colonial rule at the beginning of 1945, had swiftly evaporated due to the need to keep strong ties with the allies England and France during the culmination of WW II.  The English and French who had implemented colonialism couldn’t be expected to be excited POOR WORD CHOICE -  TRY “SUPPORTIVE” about encouraging its demise.  Roosevelt, not desiring to act independently and disbelieving that Vietnam was ready to govern herself, turned a deaf ear to Ho Chi Minh’s advances.  Truman, assuming the presidency on Roosevelt’s death, was unconcerned about colonialism and uninterested in the welfare of Vietnam.(Ibid.; DeGroot, 25)  The Americans rendered no further assistance to the Republic of Vietnam.

An ardent nationalist from his youth, Ho Chi Minh dedicated his life to the task of restoring Vietnam to the Vietnamese people.  His foremost concerns were, first, the freedom of his country and second, gaining the aid of America, which he desperately needed to keep his beleaguered country afloat.  Ho Chi Minh, although first and foremost a nationalist, he was also a communist.(Video #1)  The Americans were in no way friendly toward communism; so, in some measure, Ho Chi Minh’s method (communism) of pursuing his first objective kept his second from materializing.

In some ways Ho Chi Minh’s declaration and cause were successful.  The people rallied around him with support and faith.  China and the Soviet Union would EVENTUALLY come to Vietnam’s aid to support the spread of communism.  However, even as Ho Chi Minh proclaimed the declaration, Washington was planning support for the French to retake Vietnam.  By the end of 1954 America would pour $2.5 billion into the losing struggle of the French in the hopes of restraining the spread of communism.

WELL WRITTEN

A BIT OF AN ORGANIZATION PROBLEM, READING ABOUT HO’S BACKGROUND AFTER DISCUSSING THE AMERICAN AUDIENCE AND IT’S RELUCTANCE TO SUPPORT HIM

OVERALL, VERY GOOD PAPER

HOPE IT (THE GRADE) WAS WORTH WAITING FOR
79

Cunningham.Sherry

“We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.” (Declaration of Independence of the United States of America) In a broader sense, this means: “All the peoples on the earth are equal from birth, all the peoples have a right to live, to be happy and free.” Although these words are familiar to us NO FIRST PERSON   as Americans, they are also familiar to the Vietnamese. On September 2, 1945 Ho Chi Minh, the President of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam in Hanoi, declared its independent from France in a speech made at Ba Dinh Square to the world (Document 2) Since Vietnam had been under French rule for over 80 years (video 1 and video 2), Japan had also been in control of their country twice within a 5 year time frame, the first time was in 1941. Ho Chi Minh wanted to let the world know that Vietnam and its people were now free. YOU MEAN CONSIDERED THEMSELVES FREE  The Declaration of Independence of The United States of America was announcing it’s independence from England. The Vietnamese Declaration of Independence was two-fold. Although technically claiming its independence from France, it was also doing so from Japan. The United States and Vietnam, during their Declaration of Independence, were willing to fight and die for those rights. We NO FIRST PERSON   all wanted to be treated equally and fairly, as was our birth right, which is what Ho Chi Minh stated in his speech. Ho Chi Min had many concerns. Starvation was a very large problem of the Vietnamese people and how inhumane the people were treated. Ho Chi Min felt that France had taken advantage of every aspect of Vietnam, its natural resources, its trades, and the people, whom were dying. The people also weren’t allowed democracy. France had broken up their country into three different parts to try and break the people down and apart. AWKWARD WORDING    When Ho Chi Minh gave his speech, he was speaking to a very large audience. First and foremost he was speaking to France and wanted to let them know that the Vietnamese were already Independent and their Imperialist rule was over. But they also didn’t want to discount Japan, who had come to control Vietnam and the French had already fled. He wanted to tell the world that their nation would no longer accept the ill treatment of its people, its country and that the Vietnamese were now free from everyone. Ho Chi Minh further had a dislike for the French rule since early childhood (video 2), although he was educated in Paris and had traveled widely. The declarations of both the United States and Vietnam were so similar is because they felt they were fighting for the same things (“All the peoples on the earth are equal from birth, all the peoples have a right to live, to be happy and free.”) The speech stated that they, the Vietnamese, were already independent. Now Ho Chi Minh was just letting the world know and know why.
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