1. The founding of the Vietnam Doc-Lap Dong Minh Hoi (Vietminh) in June 1941 was a major event in the history of Southeast Asia. Read Document #1 (Logevall). To whom were the Vietminh speaking? What were the major points raised by the Vietminh? What did they want? Were their plans effective? Who was the main target in this war of words? Why?
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Middleton.Andrew

Andrew Middleton 4/25/03 History of Vietnam War Assignment #1 The Vietnam War era is chalk full NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES  of historic and extremely important events, from the highly noticed and influential student’s protests, flower power and the simple fact that this was the 3rd most costly foreign war in history. One more thing is the forming of the Doc-Lap-Dong Minh Hoi. Founded by Ho Chi Minh in June of 1941 in a village called Pac Bo near the Sino-Vietnamese border, this powerful speech given by the AWKWARD WORDING    Ho had a wonderful and power SPELLING  effect on the oppression and overall mistreatment of the Vietnamese people by the French and Japanese. When Ho Chi Minh spoke to the soon to be Doc-Lap-Dong Minh Hoi crowd, he called to arms people of all types. “Elders! Prominent personalities! Intellectuals, peasants, workers, traders and soldiers! Dear Compatriots!” (Logevall 95) This introduction was meant to be a very powerful and emotional one. Especially since that in the past on SPELLING  all Vietnamese had gotten along with on SPELLING  another, this was a unifying call evoking feelings of pride in their culture and race. With statements made such as “with regard to OUR people, OUR liberation, and Let us unite together!” (Logevall 95) No longer would they not AWKWARD WORDING   be banded together to take to abuse, they would stand as one and fight back! DON’T USE EXCLAMATION MARKS When Ho spoke he touched on several things, main making reference to the horrible abuse being perpetrated by the French and Japanese, and how it is WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE    time to liberate themselves. Concerning the abuse, Ho said “With regard to our people, the French continue to plunder us pitilessly, suck all our blood, and carry out a barbarous policy of all out terrorism and massacre. The French heartlessly offer our interest to Japan. As a result, our people suffer under a double yoke: they serve not only as buffalos and horses to the French invaders but also as slaves to the Japanese invaders.” (Logevall 95) After Ho had made it clear to the crowd as to exactly what these horrible things are, and affirms that they are happening to all of them, he calls to the independent struggle to liberate themselves! Again, continuing with the theme of unification he speaks to the crowd saying “Every Vietnamese must take part in it. He who has money will contribute his money, he who has strength with contribute his strength, he who has talent with contribute his talent. I pledge to use all my modest abilities to follow you, and am ready for the last sacrifice.” (Logevall 95) Upon looking back at the actions of the Doc-Lap-Dong Minh Hoi, their effectiveness was fairly good POOR WORD CHOICE    . They raised an army of 5,000 men; they took control of local district and provincial governments. And in Saigon, a provincial council, comprising religious sectarians, various communist splinter groups and several non communist nationalist groups declared its support for the Vietminh. Between August 18th and the 28th, Vietminh supports took control of some sixty district and provisional capitols, and on the 29th, the Vietminh formed a national government they called The Provisional Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam(DRV) with it’s capitol in Hanoi. (Logevall 13) On September the 2nd, Standing before cheering throngs in Hanoi’s Ba Dinh Square, Ho Chi Minh proclaimed the independence of his country. The SPELLING  had done it. Ho had inspired a country in rise up against its oppressor and fight back. That who his war or words was first directed atÖthe Japanese and French and it stayed focused and they achieved their goal.

POOR GRAMMAR AND TYPOS MADE PAPER DIFFICULT TO READ

LACKING FULL INTEGRATION OF TEXTBOOK, VIDEO, AND DOCUMENT  

PAPER LACKS ANALYSIS OF THE LAST 3 PARTS OF THE QUESTION

THE PAPER WAS TOO SHORT.  LESS THAN MINIMUM NUMBER OF PAGES.    
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Staat.Aubrey

Aubrey Staat Vietnam Essay Document #1 In June of 1941, the founding of Ho-Chi-Minh’s Vietminh government was underway. The objective set by the Vietminh was to gain independence from the colonialist powers of the French and Japanese. For years the Vietnamese had been accustomed to the threats and long impoverished governments formed under these colonial powers. The particular body the Vietminh wished to address was the common people of Vietnam, who for years had been denied the rights to take political influence and economic action in their country. These people were the “elders, prominent personalities, intellectuals, peasants, workers, traders, and soldiers,” all of whom were under the authority of the French and Japanese. (Logevall, 95) Major points raised by the Vietminh for liberation were to counteract the terrifying treatments rendered upon the Vietnamese from the French and Japanese. The French colonialists came into Vietnam to take rule of the territory in pursuit of their own benefits. The French developed factories and mines in the North, and produced tea, rubber, and rice in the South (Video #1). The goods and profits produced from these factories and plantations went to the French. “French hegemony thrived upon Vietnamese discord; the cost to the French control of the countryside was widespread animosity among the peasants.” (DeGroot, 19) In the shadow of French rule, the Vietnamese were condemned to religious persecution, subject to hard labor, and denied their rights of freedom. The Japanese were no better. In their rise to power over French rule of Vietnam, the cruelties implanted by the Japanese were unbearable. Further resentment toward Vietnamese colonial masters was embedded, who in their weakness could not and would not attempt to prevent the harsh treatment established by the Japanese. The Japanese caused a major famine in the land when knowledgeable French administrators of land management were sent to prison. The result was “widespread flooding and crop failures in the northern provinces.” (DeGroot, 25) “As many as 600,000 people died in the resulting famine, which was exacerbated by the Japanese refusal to release grain surpluses. Every hunger-related death, every instance of colonial injustice, increased the communist appeal.” (DeGroot, 25) It was time to turn the tide. The opportunity had arisen for the Vietnamese to defend themselves in the fight to “destroy colonialism.” This was what the Vietminh wanted. It was time for the people to rise up against the enemy and become a free and independent nation. During WWII, the French had drastically declined in power to a helpless, needy nation, defeated by the Germans. Japan had come into Vietnam and took over rule of the country. Since the allies were on the tails NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES  of the Japanese, Ho and the Vietminh realized that the Japanese would be busy defending their own nation. To enforce and control Vietnam at the same time would have been a challenge. With the two major powers of Vietnam in troublesome states, Vietnam had the chance to rise and claim its independence. (Logevall, 95) In the fight for liberation, the Vietminh plans proved effective. With the French and Japanese governments in a state of weakness, the perfect time had come to attack. Made up of guerrillas, the People’s Army of Vietnam was formed to perform this task. (DeGroot, 24) “Since Japanese control did not extend beyond the cities, rural Vietnamese became a political vacuum which the Vietminh were determined to fill.” (DeGroot, 26) While the French were undermined in power, it was up to the Vietminh to see that the French stayed that way. To ensure this, the Vietminh created a revolutionary three-phase strategy. First, little riots to irritate the French would be useful to avoid large scale fighting. Then the taunting would increase and fought battles would become larger. Finally, large, well thought out battles would be planned against the French. (DeGroot, 31-32) This build up of the Vietminh forces and desire for a free Vietnam would later lead to such agreements as Geneva, and enhanced war strategies for a later time. The main target in this war of words was the French and Japanese. These were the oppressors of the Vietnam. The other target was the people of Vietnam, who needed to stand up for themselves. In another light, the target in this war of words could be seen as the United States. YES, VERY GOOD At the time of the Vietminh founding, America had fair relations with Ho-Chi-Minh and his followers. At the August Revolution the Vietminh were seeking a helping hand in their fight for freedom, and the U.S. appeared to be a possible solution. Ho wanted America’s aid. The French and Japanese were the driving force for the liberation of Vietnam, due to the brutality these nations inflicted on the Vietnamese for so many years. This was why the Vietminh turned their liberation to defeating these powerful nations.

VERY WELL DONE, CONVINCINGLY WRITTEN

FULL INTEGRATION OF TEXTBOOK, VIDEO, AND DOCUMENT   

YOUR PAPERS HAVE IMPROVED VERY MUCH FROM SEVERAL TERMS AGO

CAN I USE YOUR PAPER AS AN EXAMPLE FOR FUTURE STUDENTS?

EMAIL ME AND LET ME KNOW
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Porter.Caroline

Caroline Porter HST195 First Written Assignment: Document #1, Ho Chi Minh and the Founding of the Vietminh, June 1941 (Logevall) This document is WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE    a letter written in June 1941 by Ho Chi Minh and the Vietminh. In this letter the Vietminh are calling for the indigenous population of Vietnam to come together and take their country back, to revolt against the French and the Japanese. In the document, the Vietminh are speaking to the whole country. They mention people from every different class, from prominent personalities and intellectuals to peasants and soldiers. The Vietminh are telling them that it is time for the country to “rise up” (Ho Chi Minh: Logevall 95) and to liberate itself. They tell the Vietnamese people that they have been living in terror under the French. And now that the French have been defeated, they are “suffering under a double yoke” (Ho Chi Minh: Logevall 95), since the French handed Vietnam over to the Japanese. The Vietminh TYPO an example from hundreds of years ago, when the country was invaded by the Mongolian, to appeal to the people’s sense of patriotism. They tell the people how the elders called up their “sons and daughters . . .to rise as one in order to kill the enemy? (Ho Chi Minh: Logevall 95); and how they will be remembered for all time, for saving their country. The Vietminh are particularly speaking to the elders and prominent personalities of the country at this point, asking them to support their cause and to help persuade the population to rise up against their oppressors. Ho Chi Minh is expressing his and the Vietminh’s nationalist foundation and he appeals to the people of the country, including women and youths. He asks them to unite under the common cause of national salvation. He asks them all to contribute what they can to the cause, depending on what they have or what their talent is. Ho Chi Minh then pledges to do this and to follow them to the “last sacrifice”(Ho Chi Minh: Logevall 96) . What Ho Chi Minh and the Vietminh wanted was stated through out this whole document, PAPER LACKS DEPTH OF ANALYSIS    they wanted the people of Vietnam to support them and to rise up against the French and Japanese. Their plans were effective because soon after the United States dropped the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the Japanese withdrew, the Vietminh took over the country and formed the Provincial Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam with the support of the country behind them. EVERYTHING WAS GREAT FOR VIETNAM AFTER 1941?  The French and the Japanese were the main targets of this document. This is because the Vietnamese were tired to the oppressive rule of the French, who just drained the country of it?s resources and who were recently discredited by the defeat of France by the Germans and the Japanese. They were also tired of being slaves to the Japanese.

LACKING FULL INTEGRATION OF TEXTBOOK, VIDEO, AND DOCUMENT  

PAPER LACKS ANALYSIS

THIS ESSAY IS SIMPLY A NARRATIVE OF THE DOCUMENT. 

RE-READ THE QUESTION(S)  
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Davidson Freeman.Dustin

Dustin Davidson Freeman 431-51-6335 Assignment #1 The founding of the Vietnam Doc-Lap Dong Minh Hoi (Vietminh) in June 1941 was a major event in the history of Southeast Asia. This document showed that the Vietminh were tired of letting others rule their country and wanted to take their independence. The Vietminh addressed this letter to all the Vietnamese. “ Elders! Prominent personalities! Intellectuals, peasants, workers, traders, and soldiers! Dear compatriots!” (Logevall 95) The Vietminh wanted everyone Vietnamese to rise up against the French and the Japanese as one. They realized that if they were to direct the leader SPELLING  to just the elders or the prominent people that they might not get support of the peasants and workers. They knew that they would need help from everyone in order to defeat the French and the Japanese. There were a few major points raised by the Vietminh in this letter. One was that the French were just defeated by the Germans. They wanted to people to know that the French had lost some of there SPELLING   power. “ Since the French were defeated by the Germans, their forces have been completely disintegrated.” (Logevall 95) Since the French no longer had as much power they were forced to allow Japan to run free in the country. Now the Japanese as well as the French were suppressing the Vietnamese. “ They serve not only as buffaloes and horses to the French invaders but also as slaves to the Japanese plunderers.” (Logevall 95) But the Vietminh knew that Japan had enough trouble with British and American forces, so they wouldn’t be able to focus there power on the Vietnamese people. IN 1941?  The letter told the people if they worked as one they could raise SPELLING  up and defeat both the French and Japanese. What did the Vietminh want? NO HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS They wanted their independence from France and Japan. They wanted the people to ban together and fight as one. They wanted to final be able to have rule over the own country. They were tired of being run by other cultures. Their people had had enough of outsiders telling them how to run things. The Vietminh may have been communist but they were nationalist first. Was their plan effective? NO HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS Their plan was effective. IN 1941?  The Vietminh had great timing. They started the revolution coincided with the uniquely favorable circumstances of WWII. (Logevall 13) The Japanese had allowed the French to keep their power in Vietnam throughout most of the war, but when the Japanese quickly and easily took the power away it showed the Vietnamese that the French were weak. Then when the American dropped the atomic bombs on Japan, the Vietminh quickly occupied the government’s headquarters in Hanoi. Vietnam underwent a nationalist revolution, which they called the August Revolution. The Vietminh took control throughout the country. Who was the main target in this war of words? RE-READ THE ASSIGNMENT.  THIS WAS TO BE AN INTEGRATED ESSAY, NOT CHOPPED UP BASED ON EACH SUBQUESTION  The main targets in this letter where the French and Japanese. The Vietminh wanted to show them that they were not willing to stand by and watch there country be ran by others any longer. They wanted to show that the people of Vietnam were no longer going to be taken advantage of, and that there time was coming to an end. They knew that neither the French nor the Japanese could do a whole lot to stop this because they had much bigger problems with WWII still going on. History shows that the Vietminh were right with what they were saying because within only a matter of years of this letter, both the French and the Japanese were out of Vietnam.  AND THEY WERE FREE?  IT WAS MUCH MORE COMPLEX THAN THAT

PAPER LACKS ANALYSIS   

MUCH OF PAPER/STATEMENTS ARE REDUNDANT

LACKING FULL INTEGRATION OF TEXTBOOK, VIDEO, AND DOCUMENT  
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Larrabee.Lewis

Lewis Larrabee Assignment 1 The Vietminh By 1941 Ho Chi Minh had created a force to overthrow the Japanese and the French. He called this revolutionary group Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh (League for the Independence of Vietnam, or Vietminh). In their plight to gain support the Vietminh addressed all Vietnamese people. They called on “Rich people, soldiers, workers, peasants, intellectuals, employees, traders, youth, and to women who warmly love their country,” (Logevall, Doc 1) to unite together and fight for the independence of Vietnam. The Vietminh needed the expertise of the elders and other prominent personalities of the Country to help in the liberation of Vietnam. In order to be successful at claiming what was rightfully theirs the Vietminh had to gain popularity and appeal to everyone. Ho Chi Minh and the Vietminh had to show not only their people that they were serious, they also had to show the world. They encouraged all Vietnamese to join up with their revolutionary group, so together they could gain their independence from France and Japan; to unite and defeat their enemies as their ancestors did when under control of the Mongolians. The Vietminh made a point to address all compatriots, explaining that National Salvation is the only desire a person need have to join forces with the Vietminh. Everyone was needed, people with all kinds of skills were welcome and put to work. Second, Ho addressed the revolutionary fighters, encouraging them to rise up quickly to overthrow the French and Japanese. To unite and claim victory for the Vietnamese revolutionña world revolution! (Logevall, Doc 1) The main goal of the Vietminh was to take advantage of the French when they where in a weak position. This came about in 1940 with the German defeat of France. The Japanese would put bases in Vietnam, leaving France exposed and weak, giving Vietminh an opportunity to rise up and fight for independence and liberation. (Logevall, 95) For years they had opposed French and Japanese control and soon they would have the power to rid their country of both. The French where SPELLING invaders turning the countrymen into slaves, only at an attempt to profit from this exploitation. (Movie 1, Vietnamese person) They kept the Vietnamese dependant on France by regulations designed to promote French products and keeping taxes extraordinarily high. (Degroot, 20) The Vietminh had postulated a future without them, in which everyone could be both wealthy and patriotic. (Logevall, 24). HERE YOUR PAPER LEAVES THE TOPIC AT HAND – RE-READ THE QUESTION(S) In 1945 delegates attempted to resolve the problem in Vietnam. They met in Geneva Switzerland to bring an end to the war. Although the Vietminh had just taken control of Dien Bien Phu and significantly impacted the French power in Vietnam, they lost a lot of men and moral was getting low. There were insufficient weapons and medical supplies, not to mention inflation that was close to destroying the Vietminh if the former did not. The Geneva Agreements looked promising for Ho and the Vietminh, and they knew that they could not continue this war much longer under the circumstances. Unfortunately for Ho the Agreements didn’t end quite as he had hoped. The Vietminh were given control of Northern Vietnam and recognized as a defacto government while Ngo Dinh Diem was appointed leader of the South. Japan was weak due to American and British forces working against them, and France wouldn’t be able to defeat the Vietminh on their own. Maybe things weren’t looking so bad for the Vietminh after all. The Agreement called for elections to be held in 1956 to re-unify the two zones under one government. Ho saw this as somewhat of a victory since it allowed him time to mend problems in the North. He also felt confident that in 56' the popularity of the Vietminh would ensure a victory for the North. Meanwhile, they worked on ways to improve their economy. A new land reform was launched which only led to further problems for the Vietminh. Ho publically apologized for the problems with the reform and afterwards he and the Vietminh worked closely to build their nation before elections. Their popularity grew and the time for elections came, but the elections did not. Diem refused to hold the ordered elections and was eventually overthrown by unhappy peasants and Viet Cong in the South. This only strengthened the Vietminh further. Now without a leader in the South, and aid coming from China and the Soviet Union, the Vietminh were closer than ever to liberation. Victory for the Vietminh will not be as attainable as they anticipate. The United States will reluctantly partner with the French to stop communism, making the Vietminh’s battle for independence much longer. The founder of the Vietminh will WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE    die without ever seeing independence or communism in Vietnam. The US will eventually turn the burden of defeating communism back to the South Vietnamese Army.

ONLY HALF OF YOUR PAPER DEALS WITH THE QUESTION

LITTLE OR NO MENTION OF THE DOCUMENT/QUOTES  
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Steinhouse.Robert

Much like the call of the early American patriot heart in its struggle for independence from England, Vietnamese nationalist and Vietminh founder Ho Chi Mihn called to his fellow “compatriots” (Document #1, Logevall) in a letter in June 1941 to rise against the “double yoke” (Document #1, Logevall) of oppression inflicted by France and Japan. Ho Chi Mihn appealed, “Elders! Prominent personalities! Intellectuals, Rich people, soldiers, workers, peasants, employees, traders, youth, and women who warmly love your country, let us unite together!” (Document #1, Logevall) Ho Chi Mihn’s appeal to his fellow countrymen was nothing new. It was the same song of desired independence sang SPELLING   for several millennia in the chronicles of Southeast Asia. To understand the significant points of Ho Chi Mihn’s letter, it is important to understand some of Vietnam’s long history of foreign oppression. VERY GOOD TRANSITION TO THE NECESSARY BACKGROUND INFO “The Vietnamese have known war for a long time. More than two-thousand-years.” (Video #1, Narrator) Vietnam was originally considered the southernmost part of the Chinese Empire. The Trung Sisters, in the first century after Christ, were some of the earliest documented rebels in Vietnam to fight “foreign domination.” (Video #1, Narrator) The Trung Sisters were not successful in gaining their country’s freedom during their lifetime, but they did stir a thousand-year-war in the souls of their countrymen to “evict the Chinese.” (Video #1, Premier Pham Van Dong) Ho Chi Mihn also refers to a historical period of victory where their, “elders under the Tran dynasty rose up indignantly and called on their sons and daughters throughout the country to rise as one in order to kill the enemy. Finally they saved their people from danger, and their good name will be carried into posterity for all time.” (Document #1, Logevall) It is to this historical trend that Ho Chi Mihn refers to when he states, “The sacred call of the fatherland is resounding in your ears; the blood of our heroic predecessors who sacrificed their lives is stirring in your hearts!” (Document #1, Logevall) EXCELLENT This letter was a rally for independence because Ho Chi Mihn knew that victory had been tasted before and could be again if only the people would “Raise aloft the insurrectionary banner and guide the people throughout the country to overthrow the Japanese and French!” (Document #1, Logevall) After the period of Chinese domination came a time of civil war in Vietnam which caused the Vietnamese to become too “weak and divided to fight Europeans in the nineteenth-century.” (Video #1, Narrator) France came to Vietnam in 1860 and by 1885 the Vietnamese people had once again lost their independence. It did take twenty years to get resistance under control, but with “high taxes and forced labor” (Video #1, Duong Van Khanh) and public executions French domination was firmly achieved. “The German defeat of France in June 1940 also had profound implications in Vietnam. Vichy France, cooperating with Germany and her allies, allowed the Japanese to establish bases in Vietnam.” (DeGroot, 24) Not only did France allow “Japan to land forces in French Indochina and use French airbases and facilities, roads, harbors and railways” (Video #1, Narrator) but also the national resources of “rice, rubber and coal” (Video #1 Narrator). To further the burden on the Vietnamese people, there was famine in the land in where “as many as 600,000 people died, which was exacerbated by the Japanese refusal to release grain surpluses.” (DeGroot, 25) This is exactly the type of nightmare Ho Chi Mihn was referring to in his letter when he said, “with regard to our people, they continue to plunder us pitilessly, suck all our blood, and carry out a barbarous policy of all-out terrorism and massacre.” (Document #1, Logevall) Ho Chi Mihn made it clear it was the “French invaders” who used the Vietnamese people as “buffaloes and horses” and the “Japanese plunderers” who made them “slaves” (Document #1, Logevall). The Vietminh believed that strategically, the time was prime to wrest control from the French and Japanese. Ho Chi Mihn pointed out that the French were more than tied up in the mainland due to German defeat “in June 1940” (DeGroot, 24) and couldn’t send additional troops. Additionally, Japan had the triple headache NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES   of China, Britain and America to contend with which limited Japan’s ability to dispense military backup if an insurrection were to occur. If the Vietnamese people were worried about the numbers of their enemies, this was the time to be reassured that if the “entire people are united and single-minded” they would be “certainly able to smash the picked French and Japanese armies.” (Document #1, Logevall) The Vietnamese people had an international advocate for nearly three decades known as the “great patriot, Nguyen Ai Quoc” (Video #1, Narrator). When this highly esteemed nationalist was discovered to be none other than Ho Chi Mihn, his reputation lent great credibility to his cause, which in turn aided his ability to be effective in uniting his countrymen. The Vietminh were also known for being doers and not just talkers, as was the example of the raided rice storehouse where the Vietminh distributed food to villages where in some cases “every family member died” from starvation (Video #1, Villager). The hopeless and dying due to these efforts became some of the strongest supporters.

VERY WELL DONE, CONVINCINGLY WRITTEN

FULL INTEGRATION OF TEXTBOOK, VIDEO, AND DOCUMENT   

CAN I USE YOUR PAPER AS AN EXAMPLE FOR FUTURE STUDENTS?

EMAIL ME AND LET ME KNOW
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Okalani.Shaina

Shaina Okalani Doc. #1 Ho Chiminh and the Vietminh were speaking to and asking for the support of all Vietnamese people, not singly, SPELLING  but united. Ho Chiminh SPELLING  began his founding speech of the Doc-Lap Dong Minh Hoi, addressing, “Elders! Prominent personalities! Intellectuals, peasants, workers, traders, and soldiers.” He unites the varied group saying, “Dear compatriots!”(Logevall, 95) Mainly, the Vietminh were looking for and speaking to supporting allies of oppressed peoples and the oppressed themselves.(Video: Roots of War, 1) Ho knew that as a united group with as many loyal supporters as possible the Vietminh could succeed in liberating Vietnam, because as Ho stated, “Now, the opportunity has come for our liberation. France itself is unable to dominate our country. As to the Japanese, on the one hand they are bogged down in China, on the other, they are hamstrung by the British and American Forces, and certainly cannot use all their forces to contend with us. If our entire people are united and single-minded, we are certainly able to smash the picked French and Japanese armies.”(Logevall, 95) Ho made many points in this statement, the French are weak, Japan is compromised and unity of the Vietnamese people is essential for a railing point, to win back Vietnam. “The German defeat of France in June 1940...” (DeGroot, 24) and “ The swiftness with which the Japanese conquered the country...”(Logevall, 12) Ho and many Vietnamese recognized as a weak point which the Vietminh could use to discredit their colonizers. The fact, that the French had allowed the Japanese to come into Vietnam and take what they wanted was one that Ho raised by saying “our people are suffering under a double yoke.”(Logevall, 95) By saying our people he was solidifying the need for unity in the movement. He continued along those lines, recalling their history, the Vietnamese people defended against the Mongolian invasion, hundreds of years prier SPELLING  to the current foreign invasion. Another reason for unity, near the end of the speech Ho says, “National Salvation is the common cause to the whole of our people. Every Vietnamese must take part in it.”(Logevall, 95) Ho had to bring the classes together, “The Eighth Plenum of the Indochinese Communist Party, formerly the VCP, in May 1941 proclaimed that “At this moment, sectional and class interests should be subordinated to the vital interests of the country, the nation.’”(DeGroot, 24) Evidently, Ho had to target and push the Vietnamese people who were not getting involved in their liberation because of classest SPELLING  issues. The Vietminh wanted “National Salvation,” their independence from colonialist rule.(Logevall, 95) Ho was asking people the take a stand, “Compatriots throughout the country, rise up quickly! United with each other, unify your action to overthrow the Japanese and the French. Victory to Vietnam’s Revolution!”(Logevall, 96) The country, is what the Vietminh wanted, not for power or greed, but for their people. “That most potent force in Vietnam, longing to be free from foreign domination, to be independent again, would become the property of the Vietminh.”(12-13) This railing point gave the Vietminh their strength and their supporters their loyalty. The Japanese had moved into Vietnam to get at China. While in Vietnam the Japanese left the French their freedom, but hugely used AWKWARD WORDING    many resources of the Vietnamese they were even exporting rice back to Japan, RUN ON SENTENCE    between the two ruling countries the Vietnamese were starving on top of being exploited and harrased. SPELLING  (Video, 1) This is the “double yoke” Ho was talking about and urging the people not to except. The Vietminh’s plan to recruit supporters was successful, they had many backers. They eventually began building an army in 1944. “The party preferred the term Armed Propaganda Team, a unit which would spend as much time proselytizing the natives as fighting the French.”(DeGroot, 25) The group was fairly small by French and US standards, but it was a united group, people were getting involved. The last line of the founding letter reads, “Victory to the World’s Revolution!”(Logevall, 96) The Vietminh knew they needed foreign support to win their country back from two very powerful countries. They got it, EXPLAIN not on their terms and only after the French and Japanese nearly destroyed the country and killed hundreds of thousands. Ho targeted the Americans for that aid, YES but Roosevelt wouldn’t help CORRECT for fear of alienating the British. “Major Archimedes Patti did, however, liaise with Vietminh forces, and helped to train a small unit under Giap’s command.” They didn’t do much together, “but nonetheless it is true that we worked with the Vietminh against the Japanese.’”(DeGroot, 25) THIS CONTRADICTORY INFORMATION DOES NOT SUPPORT YOUR PAPER After Hiroshima and Nagasaki the Japanese surrendered. The Potsdam conference decided The Chinese would take the North and the British the South. “The Vietminh acted immediately to fill the vacuum, occupying government headquarters in Hanoi.”(Logevall, 13) The Vietminh had succeeded, as president Ho declared the new Republic of Vietnam. “The people had brought Ho to power. He and his followers would never forget this fact.”( DeGroot, 27) The Ganeva SPELLING  convention soon took away their power, but before that point they had succeeded.

POOR GRAMMAR/SPELLING/TYPOS MADE PAPER DIFFICULT TO READ AT TIMES

PAPER WAS OFTEN REDUNDANT AND LACKED A DEPTH OF ANALYSIS    

OVERALL GOOD
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Phipps.Shawn

Shawn Phipps HST 195 Telecourse Escobar ASSIGNMENT #1 The evolution of Vietnamese communism began in the early 1920’s as a reaction to the chokehold French colonial forces held on the Vietnamese peasantry. This movement was led by the French-educated Ho Chi Minh who by all accounts considered himself a Nationalist first and a Communist second (Logevall, p. 12), Communism being an ideological struggle against Western Imperialism and a means to an independent Vietnam (DeGroot, p. 22). VERY GOOD While in Paris, Ho attended the Versailles peace conference hoping gain leverage towards Vietnamese independence by basing his argument on Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points (DeGroot, p. 22). With the Western peacemakers’ interest focused on European stability, not to mention England and France’s steadfast intentions on preserving their colonial empires, Ho’s efforts never scratched the surface NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES  (Video 1, Narrator). At home in Indochina, Ho still faced stymies laid down not only by the French, but the invading Japanese troops and his own countrymen. The Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang shared Ho’s nationalist sentiments but were fierce anti-Communists. Dismissing the VNQDD as insular academics, Ho strove to create a united front between urban intellectuals, the small but significant bourgeoisie and what would turn out to be his big gun NO CLICHE/COLLOQUIAL PHRASES  , the disenfranchised peasantry (DeGroot, p.22). Vietnamese Communism evolved through two short-lived incarnations, the Vietnamese Communist party and later, the Indochinese Communist Party which quickly crumbled as a result of the failed Nghe Tinh uprisings coupled with French suppression (Video 1, Narrator). A BIG JUMP HERE, FROM BACKGROUND INFO TO 1941  The French themselves were experiencing a heavy blow administered by Germany on the home front and from a souring collaboration with the Japanese in Indochina (DeGroot, p.24). It was a window of opportunity that Ho seized. June 1941 saw the birth of the Vietnam Doc-Lap Dong Minh, or Vietminh. Ho rallied compatriots in the village of Pac-Bo near the Sino-Vietnamese border for an incendiary (and seminal) call to arms (Logevall, p.95). “Elders! Prominent personalities! Intellectuals, peasants, workers, traders, and soldiers! Dear compatriots! (Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works, II pp.151-4)” Ho, on behalf of the newly christened Vietminh was addressing exactly those compatriots in the opening of his oration, the urban thinkers as well as the solid grassroots populace which would soon topple French domination at the decisive battle at Dien Bien Phu. CHRONOLOGICAL JUMPING BACK AND FORTH HERE Long before French settlement and the eventual Japanese invasion, Vietnam suffered years of Chinese aggression from the north and before that, adversity from marauding Mongolians. Ho evoked the heroic legend of the Tran dynasty’s struggle to persevere (Ho, Works, p. 151-4) to further fuel the sense of nationalism, making a major point out of the fact that the Vietnamese people, with ingenuity and fortitude, can band together and purge any invading nation. He saw every Vietnamese man and woman from every class, profession, age group and level of education as invaluable parts of what could be a machine bent on dismantling Western Imperial forces in their homeland once and for all and endowing them with their long desired independence. The French and the Japanese (and “their Jackals”) served as scapegoats for Imperial forces in general and were scathingly targeted. The “double yoke” placed on the people of Vietnam by French and Japanese forces was described in Ho’s address and served as more fodder to the bourgeoning Vietnamese resistance. The inevitable famine caused by the siphoning off of goods by the Japanese and French would further test the mettle of the resistance (Video 1, Narrator). The people, under the guidance of the Vietminh, proved to be up to the task. The August Revolution of 1945 supplanted the Bao Dai puppet government in the north (DeGroot, p. 26) and proved to be a success until the temporary setback of French retaliation at Haiphong harbor. Another example of the unwavering morale of Vietminh forces can be seen in the final toppling of French power at Dien Bein SPELLING   Phu. The end of the Franco-Vietminh war saw a partial realization of the Vietminh dream of self-government. They were given control of the northern sector divided by the 17th parallel (Logevall, p. 26). The dream would not be fully realized until after the cessation of the final struggles with the United States.
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The founding of the Vietnam Doc-Lap Dong Minh Hoi (Vietminh) was an attempt by Ho Chi Minh to make his revolutionary attempt look more like a nationalist movement rather than a Communist movement. By doing this Ho Chi Minh was trying to alienate as few people as possible, which included the Americans, and to draw in as many people as he could along the way. EXCELLENT INSIGHT HERE  Even though Ho Chi Minh clearly believed in Communism he does WRITE HISTORY IN PAST TENSE   not emphasize this ideology in his letter declaring the launching of the Vietminh. Instead Ho Chi Minh tried to capitalize on the national pride of the citizens in Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh used carefully constructed language in his letter to appeal to this sense of national identity. For example, Ho Chi Minh wrote in his letter: “Rich people, soldiers, workers, peasants, intellectuals, employees, traders, youth, and women who warmly love your country! At present time national liberation is the most important problem. Let us unite together!” (Logevall, 95). It is clear that Ho Chi Minh was trying to reach out to a broad audience and play towards their patriotism for a free Vietnam. He did not discriminate by class, gender, or age; he made a call to all the people of Vietnam to “unite together” for the cause of “national liberation”. Instead of calling the founding of the Vietminh a Communist movement he referred to “the glorious task of national salvation” (Logevall, 95). It was not Communism Ho Chi Minh continually referred to but rather “national salvation”. Ho Chi Minh purposely left out the concept of Communism for the sake of gaining more support for the nationalist movement. This was a strategic move on his part in hopes of gaining support from the people who were anti-Communist but supported a free Vietnam. “Ho wanted the Vietminh to seek the dual objectives of national independence and the implementation of social reform. But he gave primacy to the former goal.” (Logevall, 12). Ho Chi Minh knew the best way to win support was not to put emphasis on his goal of implementing a Communist state, but rather highlight the common fight for freedom among the people of Vietnam. THIS THEME IS A BIT REDUNDANT HERE, AGAIN “The united front remained paramount. Class struggle had not been abandoned, merely set aside for tactical reasons. It was thought that the united front would also impress the Allied nations” (DeGroot, 24). By emphasizing the fight for freedom Ho Chi Minh was not only speaking to the people of Vietnam but he was also speaking to the people of the western world. GOOD Ho Chi Minh hoped to make the Vietminh look like freedom fighters and possibly gain the support of the United States, or at the very least keep the United States out of any kind of conflict with the Vietminh. Were Ho Chi Minh’s plans of promoting the Vietminh’s position as a nationalist group, rather than a Communist group, effective? NO HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS The answer to this question is yes and no, but probably more no. NO ONE IS ASKING THIS SPECIFIC QUESTION… JUST IN GENERAL  Ho Chi Minh was not successful in convincing the United States to stay out of conflict with the Vietminh. The United States, or at least its officials, could not be convinced that the Vietminh’s main goal was not to spread Communism. Ho Chi Minh’s attempt to portray the Vietminh as nationalist first, Communist second, was not enough. American attitude towards the Vietminh can be summed up in a quote from the former Secretary of Sate Dean Acheson who said the “question whether Ho (is) as much nationalist as Commie is irrelevant. All Stalinists in colonial areas are nationalists.’” (DeGroot, 29). The United States was like a bull, and once it saw “red” it could not stop charging. NICE ANALOGY No matter how much Ho Chi Minh tried to align the Vietminh as a nationalist group the United States was not able to see past Ho Chi Minh’s link to Communism. YOUR PAPER SEEMS TO BE VEERING OFF COURSE A BIT HERE… RE-READ THE QUESTION  Ho Chi Minh’s attempts towards nationalism turned out to also be more or less irrelevant with the people of Vietnam as well. His attempts towards down playing the class struggle in Vietnam in order to attract the upper and middle class people turned out to be more irrelevant than successful. This is because the people who became most valuable to the Vietminh were the people of the peasant population in Vietnam, and these are the people who were more attracted to Communism. It was not that these people were not targets of Ho Chi Minh’s letter, or that they were not attracted to his call for “national salvation”. During the founding of the Vietminh, Ho Chi Minh already knew the peasant population would be more attracted to his Communistic beliefs and already possessed a strong sense of national identity. This is why his letter was more directed towards the other people in the populations in hopes of gaining more support. “The Vietminh organized the peasants to seize rice stocks and gained tremendous prestige. This peasant support gave them a political edge they never lost.” (Video #1, Narrator). It turned out that all he needed was the support he could have gotten with a Communist stance, this being the support of the peasant population. With the founding of the Vietminh, and his letter, Ho Chi Minh was not able to establish himself strictly as a nationalist with the United States or the anti-Communist people within Vietnam. For the purpose of establishing a united front the Vietminh was not especially successful. GOOD The founding of the Vietminh, as a way to avoid conflict with the United States and to bring unity within Vietnam did not work the way Ho Chi Minh had planned. Instead Ho Chi Minh was more successful with the peasant population of Vietnam, and getting the eventual backing of the Soviet Union, which can be attributed with his ties to Communism. Therefore it can be said that Ho Chi Minh was not successful in emphasizing his stance with Nationalism in the early stages of the Vietminh, but instead he turned out to be more successful aligning himself with Communism.
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