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I must start this paper out by stating that I really enjoyed this movie and I truly appreciate the extent of it’s contribution to my knowledge and understanding of this war.  As with this class in general, this movie was very interesting to me.  The Vietnam War has always been an area in which I strived for knowledge and understanding.  Maybe this is due to my need to understand a country, a war, and a cause that my father volunteered to fight for and risk his life for at eighteen.   Hence, the Vietnam War has always been a part of my life, since I was old enough to understand anyway.  This is why it strikes me that I have not seen this movie at some previous point in time.  My father has kept me pretty well read and watched on the subject.  Having never seen it before I think it brings a whole new area of understanding of a part of the war that I had not yet been knowledgeable on.


I believe that this movie probably depicts the life of a POW in Hanoi during the Vietnam War very realistically, without going into too much grotesque detail of the torture that was occurring.  At the same time, however, it does give us a deep look at the effects it had on the soldiers.  It wasn’t as important to show multiple scenes of torture, as it was to make the viewer understand there was torture going on and then to show us the effects this had on the soldiers who experienced it.  I think the latter, is of greater importance.  One thing that also made me believe this to be a more accurate depiction of the Vietnam War was the fact that to actually make the film they talked to several Vietnam POW’s.  How much more accurate of a depiction can you get, other than from the men who personally lived through it?  


As long as I’ve had knowledge of the Vietnam War, I have also had knowledge of POW’s and their imprisonment and mistreatment.  I have not, however, ever read of or seen a movie like this that depicted the mental, emotional, and spiritual devastation it had on these men who lived through it.  I believe this movie has much broadened my horizons in the area.  What really struck me was the way the men stuck together, they had a real sense of commitment.  It might not have been a commitment to the cause or the country of South Vietnam but a commitment to each other as military men and men of God.  They believed in the code of the military and the code of God.  I hear a lot about the fact that after soldiers had been fighting in Vietnam, they began to lose a sense of purpose and lacked a motive of a cause because they didn’t see it or understand it.  And I also hear a lot about the fact that the men really felt like they just had to stay a live and they could go home, the cause to fight a war was not there.  So they banded together, the men would believe in the only thing that they could and that was each other.  I see this point very strongly in this film.  These men really knew nothing of the truth that was going on in Vietnam, they had no contact or information from reliable sources, and so the only thing they had was each other.  Something else that struck me about the film was the horrible sense of guilt that surrounded “giving in” to the Vietnamese torture.  I do understand why a man would feel guilty for giving in but I also understand a man’s need for survival and maybe not even neccessarily survival but a need to stop the horrible pain being inflicted.  The need for mercy from a merciless enemy it seems, can only come from giving in.  It’s really amazing how inhumane one people can be to another.  You’d think that through historic events such as the Vietnam War and of concurring written and film work, like this one, that we as a people could make changes towards a better, more peaceful and humane world for all.  I find it very unfortunate that we as a people and as one of the most superior countries on this planet have yet to learn this path.  This is why I hold literary and film work of these regards in such high standing.  This should be material that everyone encounters and takes in and reflects on.  Thank you for recommending such a good movie, I truly enjoyed it.  It is my endeavor as a human being to include in my knowledge, an understanding of events such as these, so that I can maybe understand how to make changes towards a better future, with my life.  This is my hope for myself and the world as a whole.  Thank you for this extra credit assignment and for this class in general, as it has been a good experience of education.

