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Question # 1


The founding of the Vietnam Doc-Lap Dong Minh Hoi (Vietminh) in June 1941 was a major event in the history of Southeast Asia.  Read Document # 1 (Logevall).  To whom were the Vietminh speaking?  What were the major points raised by the Vietminh?  What did they want?  Were their plans effective?  Who was the main target in this war of words?  Why?





Grade on paper=_____/100





Spelling


Grammar


No use of first person


Answer the question(s)


Document evidence


Other evidence





Instructor comments:�
	It was in a cave near the village of Pac Bo residing in the Cao Bang province near the Chinese border, that Ho Chi Minh and leaders of the Indochinese Communist Party (ICP) founded a new party in the months of May and June of 1941.  The Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh Hoi, otherwise known as the Revolutionary League for the Independence of Vietnam, or commonly known as the Vietminh.  Following explains how the founding of the Vietminh would become a major event in the history of Southeast Asia.  “The result would ultimately spell disaster for two of the world’s leading powers, first France and then the United States.” (Logevall, p. 12)


In a heavily distributed letter written by Ho in June 1941, Ho wrote, “…our people suffer under a double yoke: they serve not only as buffaloes and horses to the French invaders but also as slaves to the Japanese plunderers.” (Logevall p. 95)  The Vietminh's major goal at the time was national liberation from the Japanese and the French, and to accomplish this they had to have national unity.  France had surrendered to Germany in June of 1940, and later that year conceded the control of Indochina to the Japanese.  The Japanese in turn allowed France to keep its political administration in place.  Despite the fact that the French still controlled the government and the Japanese were in their country, the Vietminh still felt the circumstances with Japan and France in World War II had given the people favor in the liberation.  “The hour has struck! Raise aloft the insurrectionary banner and guide the people throughout the country to overthrow the Japanese and French!” (Logevall, p.96)


In his letter Ho addressed “Elders! Prominent personalities! Intellectuals, peasants, workers, traders, and soldiers!” (Logevall, p. 95)  Ho selectively put greater importance on the Elders and Prominent personalities while still calling upon the people as a whole.  The Vietminh needed all the people, but especially those prominent personalities, intellectuals, and elders. A month earlier the Eighth Plenum of the ICP stated that “At this moment, sectional and class interests should be subordinated to the vital interests of the country, the nation.” (Degroot, p.24)  However, for reasons of politics the class struggle had been pushed aside, although not altogether forgotten.  Throughout it’s history, Vietnam has been invaded from neighboring countries.  Ho’s letter recollected how in hundreds of years previous, Mongolian forces had invaded Vietnam.  Elders under the Tran Dynasty had risen up to fight for their country and succeeded by killing the enemy.  “The elders and prominent personalities of our country should follow the example set by our forefathers.”  (Logevall, p. 95) 


Unity among the people would bring about human strength and resources, those with strength could contribute strength, and those with money could contribute their wealth.  Land reform according to the Vietminh would be restricted to land which was controlled by the French and its conspirators rather than land taken from the people themselves.  “This cleverly removed one important reason for collaborating: the Vietminh had postulated a future in which one could be both wealthy and patriotic.”(Degroot, p.24)   


Since the international relations had changed and Moscow had recently signed a non-aggression pact with Germany.  French Vichy authorities were not as lax about communists as they had been in the mid-1930’s.  Vichy authorities were determined to rid Vietnam of communists, and around 2,000 communists were arrested.  This removed many radicals who very well could have ruined Ho’s mission of national liberation.  Sensing the change in World War II Ho, “…hastily formed the Vietminh as a nationalist front, masking its Communist leadership in order to appeal to broad patriotic sentiment.”  (Karnow, p. 140)


	In February 1955 a State Department Research Unit led a study dealing with the upcoming election, and concluded that, “…almost any type of election that could conceivably be held in Vietnam in 1956 would, on the basis of present trends, give Communism a very significant if not decisive advantage." (Degroot p.60)  Nearly fourteen years earlier a group of nationalists and communists had sat around a bamboo table in a cave and formed the Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh Hoi.  Fourteen years later this organization would be a major power in Vietnam, and their founding a major event in Southeast Asia’s history. �
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