Robin Elliott

HST 195 Vietnam Telecourse

Written Assignment # 1

Question # 1

The founding of the Vietnam Doc-Lap Dong Minh Hoi (Vietminh) in June 1941 was a major event in the history of Southeast Asia.  Read document 1 (Logevall).  To whom were the Vietminh speaking?  What were the major points raised by the Vietminh?  What did they want?  Were their plans effective?  Who was the main target in this war of words?  Why?
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The document circulated by Ho Chi Minh and the Vietminh upon the parties’ founding in 1941 was an attempt to unite the Vietnamese people against the French and Japanese, and gain support for their goal of Vietnamese liberation.  The document spoke directly to Vietnamese natives, and specifically targets several classes such as peasants, workers, traders and soldiers more than once in an attempt to rally these social classes, which made up the majority of the Vietnamese culture, to the cause of the Vietminh party.  The goal of the Vietminh was to rally the Vietnamese people to rise up against French and Japanese rule, and to aid in the fight to restore control of Vietnam to the Vietnamese.  

The main targets of the document and the Vietminh cause were French colonial rule and the growing Japanese presence in Vietnam.  (Logevall, p.13)  The Vietminh’s goal was national liberation of Vietnam, and freedom from foreign domination.  The Vietminh felt that France had been in control of Vietnam for too long, and had shown no real intentions of allowing any form of true Vietnamese government.

 To accomplish the goal of rallying Vietnamese majority support, the document focuses on several major points: the many years of oppression by French rule, the fact that at that time French forces were less formidable and more vulnerable than they had ever been, and the belief that the Japanese are too embroiled in other affairs to resist Vietminh forces.  The document is careful to point out that, despite the disintegration of French forces after their defeat by the Germans, the French continue to “suck all our blood, and carry out a barbarous policy of all-out terrorism and massacre” on Vietnam and it’s people (Logevall, p.95).  By drawing attention to the current weak state of French forces, as well as the continued oppression of Vietnam and her people, the Vietminh hoped to reassure the Vietnamese people that, even though they may lack the heavy and advanced weaponry of the French, the possibility of defeating them was still very real based on the state of French forces after their recent defeat.


The document goes on to point out that Japan should also not be considered a formidable enemy, being “bogged in China” and “hamstrung by the British and American forces.” (Logevall, p.95)  The strong statement that “if our entire people are united and single-minded, we are certainly able to smash the picked French and Japanese armies” is a further attempt to win the loyalty and support of the Vietnamese people for the cause of the Vietminh. (Logevall, p.95)


The document, along with a widespread famine caused partly by Japanese hoarding of rice, proved effective in gaining the support of the Vietnamese people.  After release of the document, the Vietminh were able to raise an army of 5,000 men to fight for their cause, which was immediately put to use.  When the Japanese ended collaboration with the French and seized control of the Indochina government in 1945, the Vietminh immediately began a campaign of harassment against them.  Soon the Vietminh occupied government headquarters in Hanoi.  As the Vietminh continued to seize control of local, district, and provincial governments, Vietnam underwent a major revolution.  A provincial council in Saigon declared it’s support of the Vietminh, and the August 29, 1945 the Vietminh formed a national government called the Provisional Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. (Logevall, p.13)  The movement started with the original document had proved successful – the Vietminh had their first victory over French and Japanese rule, widespread support of the Vietnamese people, and had achieved their goal of a true Vietnamese government.

