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Written Assignment # 1

Question # 2

A great deal can be learned from a nation’s Declaration of Independence. Read Document #2 (Logevall). Why was this declaration so similar to the American Declaration of Independence? What did this document mean? What were its authors trying to accomplish? What were Ho Chi Minh’s primary concerns? Who was his audience for this speech? Explain
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 “All men are created equal; they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights; among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness...” Ho Chi Minh said to the people. (Logevall, p. 96, Document 2) The Declaration of Independence, Democratic Republic of Vietnam, September 2, 1945, is very similar to our Declaration of Independence of July 4, 1776. The Vietnamese were a colony; the Americans were colonies. The Vietnamese were oppressed; the Americans were oppressed. Just about every point declared raised as evidence of intolerable oppression is echoed in the Vietnamese declaration. The following are some parallels of direct correspondence between the two declarations:

1945 – Nevertheless, for more than eighty years, the, and Fraternity, have violated our Fatherland and French imperialists, abusing the standard of Liberty, Equality oppressed our fellow citizens. They have acted contrary to the ideals of humanity and justice.

1776 – The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.

1945 – They have enforced inhuman laws, they have set up three distinct political regimes in the North, the Center, and the South of Viet-Nam in order to wreck our national unity and prevent our people from being united.

1776 – He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

1945 – In the field of economics, they have fleeced us to the backbone, impoverished our people and devastated our land.

1776 – He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

1945 - They have monopolized the issuing of bank notes and the export trade. 

1776 – For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world. (Logevall, p. 97, Document 2; 

www.nara.gov/exhall/charters/declaration/declaration.html)

Ho Chi Minh, birth name Nguyen Tat Thanh (1890-1969) was a “Vietnamese Communist leader and the principal force behind the Vietnamese struggle against French colonial rule.” (www.pbs.org/pov/stories/vietnam/discuss/204/post.4) In May 1941, Ho declared “Fellow-country men! Rise up!... The hour has struck!”(DeGroot, p. 24) With this statement, Ho was leading the people to over throw the Japanese and the French. Organization was taking place. This same year, Ho Chi Minh was responsible in establishing the Vietminh. “The Vietminh organized the peasants to seize rice stocks, and gained tremendous prestige. This peasant support gave them a political edge they never lost.” (Vietnam: A Television History Tape 1) 

With the Declaration of Independence of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam (September 2, 1945), Ho Chi Minh was declaring, with his people, that they are now a free and independent country with the power of self-determination. This document also meant that the Vietnamese were dissolving any colonial ties with France. Treaties, or agreements between other countries and France concerning Vietnam were also dissolved.

 Their government, whatever form it would take, was designed to provide the people of Vietnam with the individual freedom, equal rights, to be able to pursue their own happiness, and, that they will fight to the bitter end to preserve those rights!

The authors of this declaration were trying to establish legitimacy for their independence and their government by holding up as examples the U.S. and French revolutions. Both the American and French examples of revolution show a people throwing off a yoke of tyranny and establishing a government by and for the people.

Ho Chi Minh, concerned with fostering the impression that he was trying to affect, played down the communist tendencies and played up the nationalist aspect; “...he was first a nationalist and second a Communist.” (Abbot Low Moffit, Vietnam: A Television History Tape 1) Western countries that saw him as a Communist would not support his cause. Therefore, support from the U.S. would stop.

Along with the Vietnamese people, Ho Chi Minh wanted to impress the U.S. with similarities pertaining to the U.S. declaration. Ho felt that since the basic truths that his declaration espoused were exactly the same as the U.S. views, the U.S. would embrace the Vietnamese people with empathy and sympathy. 

Ho Chi Minh was trying to establish legal grounds for dissolving France’s claims to colonial dominance. The French “conquered our country with bayonets...we have not only been oppressed and exploited shamelessly, but also tortured and poisoned pitilessly.” (DeGroot, p. 22)
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