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Geography Terms

Dienbienphu

Hanoi

Saigon

China

Laos

Cambodia

Mekong Delta

Gulf of Tonkin

Bienhoa

La Drang Valley

Khe Sanh

Ho Chi Minh Trail

Tonkin

Annam - Hue

Cochinchina
Video 1

Points to Emphasize

• the reasons for the French conquest of Indochina

• the factors which forced the Vietnamese rulers to capitulate to the French

• the economic role of Vietnam within the French Empire

• the explanations for the failures of most Vietnamese independence movements and anti-French struggles from 1880s to 1930s

• the impact of French colonial policies on the social and economic fabric of Vietnam

• the nature of the Vietnamese revolutionary movement in the 1930s and 1940s and of Ho Chi Minh's role in it

• the effects of the Japanese presence in Vietnam on the Vietnamese people and on their struggle for independence

• the reasons for the success of the August 1945 Revolution led by the Vietminh

• the circumstances which forced the United States to get involved in Southeast Asia during and after World War II

• the attitudes of the different Allied Powers toward the status of Indochina during and after World War 11

Glossary of Names and Terms

Bao Dai

Jean Cedile

Charles de Gaulle

Peter Dewey

Douglas Gracey

Nguyen That Than

Nguyen Ai Quoc (Nguyen the Patriot)

Ho Chi Minh (He Who Enlightens)

Harry S. Truman

Trung Sisters

Indochinese Communist Party

La mission civilisatrice

Vietnam's "rice bowl."

Office of Strategic Services (OSS)

Vietminh

Video 2

Points to Emphasize

• the reasons the French were interested in reestablishing colonialism in Indochina

• the attitudes of the United States toward Indochina during President Truman's first term

• the factors which convinced Ho Chi Minh to enter into agreements with the French in 1946

• the explanations for the failure of those agreements and conferences to preserve peace in Vietnam in 1946

• the aims of both sides when the fighting began

• the ways in which the rationale for fighting changed over time

• the political strategy behind France's "Bao Dai solution"

• the circumstances which led the United States to increase its aid to the French

• the pressures involved in the uneasy alliance between the United States and France

• the explanations for the French military defeat at Dienbienphu

• the reasoning behind the American decision not to join the Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference on Indochina

• the goals of each nation attending the Geneva Conference

Glossary of Names and Terms

Chiang Kai-shek

Chou En-lai

John Foster Dulles

Dwight D. Eisenhower

Mao Tse-tung

Henri Navarre

Bao Dai solution

Containment

Dienbienphu

Geneva Conference

guerrilla

jaunissement

Korean War

17th parallel

Video 3

Points to Emphasize

• the reasons why the United States was interested in South Vietnam and became involved in its political and social problems

• the early relationship between the American leaders and Ngo Dinh Diem

• the policies by which Diem sought to govern South Vietnam

• the reasons for the rise in opposition to Diem

• the explanation for the increased American help for Diem under the Kennedy administration

• the growing American dissatisfaction with Diem throughout 1963

• the events and attitudes among Vietnamese and Americans that led to the coup d'etat against Diem in November 1963

Glossary of Names and Terms

Henry Cabot Lodge

Robert McNamara

Ngo Dinh Diem

Ngo Dinh Nhu

Madame Nhu Tran Le Xuan

Dean Rusk

counterinsurgency

mandarin

Strategic Hamlets

Vietcong

Video 4

Points to Emphasize

• the meaning of the domino theory and the reasons for its acceptance by American policy makers

• the strengths and weaknesses of the new president in foreign and domestic affairs

• the incident in the Gulf of Tonkin and its repercussions

• the influence of the 1964 elections on American policy in South Vietnam

• the theory behind the American decision to make continual bombing runs over North Vietnam after February 1965

• the situation which led the United States to send ground troops to South Vietnam

• the debate among President Johnson and his advisors over the wisdom of expanding American military involvement

Glossary of Names and Terms

Barry Goldwater

Wayne Morse

Maxwell Taylor

William Westmoreland

domino theory

Great Society

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

Pleiku

Video 5

Points to Emphasize

• the justifications for the large increase in American troops in Vietnam between 1965 and 1968

• the explanations for the American military tactics in use during this period

• the role of technological innovations in the Vietnam War

• the reactions of the Vietnamese civilians to the American soldiers

• the reactions of the American soldiers to the Vietnamese civilians

• the rationale behind the pacification programs of both sides

• the reasons why the United States talked about negotiating while continuing to fight

• the definition of progress in the war

• the reasons why victory seemed sure but far away

Glossary of Names and Terms

J. William Fulbright

body count 

Cedar Falls and Junction City

Civil Operations and Revolutionary Development Support (CORDS)

doves

hawks

Military Units for the U.S. Army

squad

platoon

company

battalion

brigade

division

