1.
Name the anti-communist military alliance organized by John Foster Dulles in 1954 to promote U.S. interests in this region of the world. 

2.
Which university in 1970 witnessed the first killing of U.S. student protesters? 

3.
What did President Nixon call his policy to replace U.S. ground troops with South Vietnamese? 

4.
Ho Chi Minh modeled the Democratic Republic of (North) Vietnam's 1945 statement of national independence after which country's? 

5.
Which country provided up to 80% of the cost of France's military effort to restore its colonial rule in 1946-54? 

6.
Name the complex of North Vietamese supply routes that started in the north and ended in South Vietnam? 

7.
Lt. William Calley Jr. was convicted of leading a massacre of South Vietnamese men, women and children in what village? 

8.
What is the popular name given the 1964 congressional resolution giving President Johnson a proxy for a formal declaration of war? 

9.
Name the 1968 communist military campaign that turned U.S. public opinion decisively against the war. 

10.
What is the popular name given the harmful defoliant used by U.S. forces during the conflict?

ANSWERS TO LESSONS OF THE VIETNAM WAR QUIZ

1. Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO)

2. Kent State

3. Vietnamization 

4. USA 

5. USA 

6. Ho Chi Minh Trail 

7. My Lai 

8. Tonkin Gulf Resolution

9. Tet Offensive

10. Agent Orange 
33.  
The First Indochina War resulted from

A.  
the French decision to move back into Vietnam after World War II

B.  
the British effort to recapture their former colony during the early 1950s

C.  
the Chinese attempt to seize the area immediately following China's fall to the Communists

D.  
the American move toward preventing a Communist takeover in the early 1950s

Answer: A

34.  
North Vietnam and South Vietnam differed from one another in that

A.  
the North was a newly settled area, while the South was much older

B.  
the North was underpopulated, while the South was overpopulated

C.  
the North was extremely nationalistic, while the South was much less so

D.  
the North essentially had a factionalized culture, while the South was much more homogeneous

Answer: C

35.  
The Viet Cong were

A.  
North Vietnamese guerrillas who attacked South Vietnam

B.  
North Vietnamese army regulars who attacked South Vietnam

C.  
South Vietnamese guerrillas who attacked their own government

D.  
South Vietnamese army regulars who staged a coup against their own government

Answer: C

36.  
Kennedy decided to remove Diem from the presidency of South Vietnam when

A.  
Diem massacred a large number of Viet Cong

B.  
Diem launched attacks on the country's Buddhists

C.  
Diem refused to allow American soldiers to engage in combat

D.  
Diem had his own brother shot for treason

Answer: B

37.  
Since the fall of Vietnam in 1975, historians have offered all of the following explanations for U.S. involvement there except

A.  
the U.S. was trying to save Vietnam from the evils of communism

B.  
the U.S. was selflessly attempting to save its friends from foreign aggression

C.  
the U.S. wanted to preserve its own economic interests by keeping Vietnamese natural resources available to American industries

D.  
the U.S. wanted to impose its own political and economic system on the Vietnamese

Answer: C

38.  
The American commitment in Vietnam increased substantially when

A.  
President Eisenhower sent military forces into combat to aid Diem

B.  
President Johnson asked for and Congress approved the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

C.  
President Nixon initiated "Vietnamization"

D.  
President Kennedy sent the Special Forces into Vietnam

Answer: B

39.  
Escalation of the Vietnam War in the 1960s included all of the following steps except

A.  
American soldiers began playing an active combat role

B.  
American planes began bombing targets in North Vietnam

C.  
American forces began increasing rapidly in number

D.  
American officials began governing the country in place of the Vietnamese

Answer: D

40.  
One of the primary reasons that the United States could not fully win the Vietnam War was

A.  
they employed conventional warfare techniques in an unconventional war

B.  
American military forces were inexperienced and understaffed

C.  
Congress would not allocate sufficient funds to finance the war

D.  
American forces won few of the major battles

Answer: A

41.  
The United States tried all of the following war strategies in Vietnam except

A.  
attrition

B.  
pacification

C.  
détente

D.  
relocation

Answer: C

42.  
One of the earliest and most powerful opponents of the Vietnam War was

A.  
J. William Fulbright

B.  
Robert McNamara

C.  
McGeorge Bundy

D.  
Deal Rusk

Answer: A

43.  
Public opinion turned radically against the Vietnam War after the

A.  
United States began to bomb North Vietnam

B.  
Communists captured the capital of South Vietnam

C.  
American troops invaded North Vietnam

D.  
Viet Cong launched the 1968 Tet Offensive

Answer: D

Prior to 1954, the Vietminh under Ho Chi Minh fought against

A.  Japan and France, in that order.

B.  France and Japan, in that order.

C.  Japan only.

D.  France only.

E.

Answer: A

The Truman administration

A.  continued American cooperation with the Vietminh.

B.  understood that Ho Chi Minh had once been a close American ally.

C.  was under heavy pressure from anti-imperialist forces in Britain and

France.

D.  intervened in defense of Dien Bien Phu.

E.  none of the above

Answer: E

The 1954 partition of Vietnam at the seventeenth parallel

A.  was essentially artificial.

B.  reflected some important differences between the north and the south.

C.  was to be temporary.

D.  both b and c

E.  all of the first three

Answer: E

At the time of the 1954 partition of Vietnam,

A.  South Vietnam was a more recently settled area than North Vietnam.

B.  South Vietnam was more heterogeneous than North Vietnam.

C.  North Vietnam was largely controlled by the Vietminh.

D.  the heart of traditional Vietnam was in the north.

E.  all of the above

Answer: E

Immediately following the Geneva accords of 1954,

A.  the French withdrew from Vietnam.

B.  the United States became the benefactor of South Vietnam.

C.  both a and b

D.  neither a nor b

E.

Answer: C

Ngo Dinh Diem, the leader of South Vietnam, was

A.  supported by the United States.

B.  a Catholic.

C.  a nationalist.

D.  both a and b

E.  all of the first three

Answer: E

The National Liberation Front was

A.  organized by the Vietminh.

B.  able to confine its military efforts to one section of Vietnam.

C.  an arm of the Buddhists in Vietnam.

D.  thoroughly divorced from the Viet Cong.

E.  interested in promoting Roman Catholicism in Vietnam.

Answer: A

The overthrow of President Diem of South Vietnam

A.  had been tacitly approved by the Kennedy administration.

B.  occurred after Kennedy was assassinated.

C.  brought greater stability to South Vietnam.

D.  was organized and carried out by the Vietminh.

E.  led to his replacement by Ho Chi Minh.

Answer: A

Which statement concerning the Johnson administration and Vietnam in late

1963-early 1964 is the MOST accurate?

A.  President Johnson created an American commitment to South Vietnam where

none had previously existed.

B.  At the time that Johnson became president there were American CIA

operatives, but not American troops, in Vietnam.

C.  President Johnson inherited a substantial American commitment to South

Vietnam.

D.  President Johnson was determined to break with past American policy on

the matter of Vietnam.

E.  President Johnson thought it was time to restore the French to Vietnam.

Answer: C

The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution was

A.  submitted to the Senate by President Kennedy.

B.  approved by the Congress.

C.  a response to the North Vietnamese attack on Pleiku.

D.  provoked the assassination of President Diem.

E.  none of the above

Answer: B

The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution was an American response to

A.  attacks of torpedo boats on American destroyers.

B.  a Vietminh thrust into Saigon.

C.  shelling of offshore islands under South Vietnamese control.

D.  a North Vietnamese decision to arm its allies in the South.

E.  Chinese intervention in the Vietnam War.

Answer: A

The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

A.  narrowly passed the Congress.

B.  was issued by the Viet Cong.

C.  both a and b

D.  neither a nor b

E.

Answer: D

The greatest increase in the number of American troops in Vietnam came during

the administration of

A.  Dwight Eisenhower.

B.  John Kennedy.

C.  Lyndon Johnson.

D.  Richard Nixon.

E.

Answer: C

President Johnson responded to an attack on Pleiku by

A.  sending more than 100,000 troops to Vietnam.

B.  asking for a formal declaration of war.

C.  bombing North Vietnam.

D.  mining the harbor of Haiphong.

E.  all of the above

Answer: C

The American policy of attrition in Vietnam failed because

A.  North Vietnam was able to commit more soldiers and resources to the war

than the United States had expected.

B.  the United States relied too heavily on bombing North Vietnam.

C.  both a and b

D.  neither a nor b

E.

Answer: C

The "Ho Chi Minh Trail" was

A.  off-limits to American bombers.

B.  movable.

C.  both a and b

D.  neither a nor b

E.

Answer: B

The "pacification" strategy was

A.  employed by the Viet Cong.

B.  a high priority for those who devised it.

C.  replaced by something called the relocation strategy.

D.  directed at enemy soldiers.

E.  none of the above

Answer: C

Who among the following had broken with the pro-war consensus on Vietnam by

1968?

A.  William Fulbright

B.  Robert Kennedy

C.  Eugene McCarthy

D.  Clark Clifford

E.  all of the above

Answer: E

Who among the following was NOT an official of the American government at

some level during the Vietnam War?

A.  William Fulbright

B.  Robert McNamara

C.  Robert Kennedy

D.  Hubert Humphrey

E.  All of the above were.

Answer: E

By 1967 President Johnson responded to mounting inflation at home by

A.  putting even more money into circulation.

B.  raising interest rates.

C.  escalating the war in Vietnam.

D.  raising taxes.

E.  declining to run for reelection.

Answer: D

The Tet offensive of 1968

A.  was launched against South Vietnam.

B.  took the war into Saigon itself.

C.  significantly damaged the communist forces.

D.  both a and b

E.  all of the first three

Answer: E

The Tet offensive of 1968 was a

A.  political defeat for President Johnson.

B.  military victory for the United States.

C.  both a and b

D.  neither a nor b

E.

Answer: C

Who among the following did NOT publicly break with President Johnson on the

Vietnam War at some point before the 1968 Democratic National Convention?

A.  William Fulbright

B.  Robert Kennedy

C.  Hubert Humphrey

D.  Eugene McCarthy

E.  All of the above did.

Answer: C

Which statement about American politics and the war in Vietnam is NOT true?

A.  The Tet offensive began before President Johnson decided not to run for

reelection.

B.  American opposition to the war in Vietnam grew substantially after the

Tet offensive.

C.  President Johnson lost the 1968 New Hampshire primary to Senator Eugene

McCarthy.

D.  Senator McCarthy decided to challenge President Johnson before Senator

Robert Kennedy did.

E.  Hubert Humphrey was President Johnson's choice to succeed him.

Answer: C

In Vietnam the Ho Chi Minh-led Vietminh fought against both Japan and France

during and after World War II.

TRUE

During the early part of his presidency, Harry Truman was under great

pressure from Britain and France to support the French effort to reassert

control in Vietnam.

TRUE

Dien Bien Phu represented a rare face-saving victory for the French in

Vietnam.

FALSE

The 1954 partition of Vietnam was essentially an artificial one, but there

were significant differences between North and South Vietnam.

TRUE

Ngo Dinh Diem was both a nationalist and someone who benefited from the

assistance of the CIA.

TRUE

Ngo Dinh Diem was a Buddhist who had to turn against his fellow Buddhists in

order to fight the communists in Vietnam.

FALSE

President Diem and Kennedy were both assassinated in November of 1963.

TRUE

At the time, many members of Congress were suspicious about the August 1964

events in the Gulf of Tonkin, but the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution passed

Congress easily.

FALSE

In 1965 President Johnson enlarged the air war and the ground war in Vietnam.

TRUE

In Vietnam the American strategy of "attrition" failed because the Pentagon

did not follow up with a sufficient bombing campaign.

FALSE

In Vietnam the American policy of "attrition" was much more successful than

the American policy of "pacification."

FALSE

As late as 1967, both Senator J. William Fulbright and Senator Robert Kennedy

remained loyal allies of President Johnson and his war policies.

FALSE

Before the end of his presidency, Lyndon Johnson had to accept a tax increase

and a reduction in his Great Society programs because of the war in Vietnam.

TRUE

The Tet offensive of 1968 led to a rare American victory and briefly revived

the pro-war side of the American debate over Vietnam.

FALSE

65.  
In late 1953, Vietminh forces decisively defeated the French at ______.

66.  
In the mid-1950s, Vietnam was divided into two separate countries by an agreement known as the ______.

67.  
The National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam was nicknamed the ______.

68.  
In the 1960s, the capital of South Vietnam was ______.

69.  
In 1965, the United States finally succeeded in creating a stable government of South Vietnam under General ______.

70.  
The Communist supply route between North and South Vietnam was called the ______.

71.  
The ______ program was designed to push the Viet Cong from a particular region so that the "hearts and minds" of the people could be won.

72.  
President Johnson's commitment to fighting the Vietnam War while continuing his Great Society reforms was known as the ______ policy.

73.  
The key event which convinced many Americans that the United States could not win the Vietnam War was the ______.

74.  
The Democratic nominee for president in 1968 was ______.

75.  
The Democratic national convention of 1968 took place in the city of ______.

76. Richard M. Nixon promised to end the Vietnam War and achieve ______.

The Tonkin Gulf resolution    

1

gave the president the authority to use military force in Vietnam.   

called on the United Nations to seek a negotiated settlement of the Vietnam war.   

denounced military aggression by the Soviet Union in Vietnam.   

delayed a response to the Tonkin incident until completion of an investigation into its causes.   

By 1965 the United States had committed another 150,000 troops to defeat the Viet Cong because    

4

Viet Cong activity in the South had escalated dramatically.   

the French withdrew all military and economic assistance.   

Chinese and Soviet troop levels there had risen.   

political and military leadership was weak in South Vietnam.   

Johnson's popularity began to wane after 1966 because    

2

American military leaders expressed serious disagreement among themselves over the conduct of the war.   

media coverage raised questions about Johnson's credibility.   

reports surfaced that Cambodia and Laos had formally allied themselves with North Vietnam.   

World War II and Korean war veterans publicly criticized U.S. use of chemical warfare.   

The Tet Offensive in 1968 had the important effect of    

4

crippling the North Vietnamese military effort.   

tightening American resolve to pursue the war to total victory.   

demonstrating the capability of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam.   

shaking the credibility of those who had predicted a quick victory in Vietnam.   

In 1970, to deliver the "knock-out blow" to the North Vietnamese, Richard Nixon    

2

launched his Vietnamization plan.   

ordered the bombing and invasion of Cambodia.   

announced a cease-fire in Laos and Cambodia.   

launched Operation Rolling Thunder over Hanoi.   

The Johnson administration pursued a policy of attrition in Vietnam based on the premise that continued bombing would eventually exhaust the North Vietnamese.    

1

True   

False   

