Video 1

Points to Emphasize

• the reasons for the French conquest of Indochina

• the factors which forced the Vietnamese rulers to capitulate to the French

• the economic role of Vietnam within the French Empire

• the explanations for the failures of most Vietnamese independence movements and anti-French struggles from 1880s to 1930s

• the impact of French colonial policies on the social and economic fabric of Vietnam

• the nature of the Vietnamese revolutionary movement in the 1930s and 1940s and of Ho Chi Minh's role in it

• the effects of the Japanese presence in Vietnam on the Vietnamese people and on their struggle for independence

• the reasons for the success of the August 1945 Revolution led by the Vietminh

• the circumstances which forced the United States to get involved in Southeast Asia during and after World War II

• the attitudes of the different Allied Powers toward the status of Indochina during and after World War 11

Glossary of Names and Terms

Bao Dai last emperor of Vietnam. Served as emperor of Annam under the French, 1932-1945. Cooperated with the Japanese during World War 11. Abdicated in 1945 in favor of Ho Chi Minh's government. Returned under the French as Chief of State in Vietnam, 1949-1955.

Jean Cedile French colonel who took command of French forces in Vietnam south of the 16th parallel in September 1945. In June 1946 signed the convention which set up an independent Cochinchina under a pro-French president.

Charles de Gaulle Army general and leader of the Free French during World War II. Head of the Provisional Government of the French Republic, 19451946. Later, first president of the Fifth French Republic, 1959-1969.

Peter Dewey American lieutenant colonel in the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) during World War II. Killed in Vietnam in the fall of 1945.

Douglas Gracey British general who accepted the surrender of Japanese forces in Vietnam south of the 16th parallel. Helped Colonel Cedile and the French return to power in the southern part of Vietnam on September 23, 1945. Served in Vietnam untilJanuary 1946.

Ho Chi Minh born Nguyen That Than in 1890. Became known as Nguyen Ai Quoc (Nguyen the Patriot) and later as Ho Chi Minh (He Who Enlightens). Vietnamese nationalist and a founder of the Indochinese Communist Party in 1930. Proclaimed Vietnamese independence from France on September 2, 1945. President of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (known as North Vietnam) from that point until his death in 1969.

Jacques Philippe Leclerc French general, born Philippe, Vicomte de Hauteclocque, but adopted Leclerc in World War 11. Commander of the Free French forces in North Africa, 1942-1943, and at the liberation of Paris, August 1944. Commander of French forces in Indochina, 1945.

Abbot Low Mo.ff.at American foreign service officer. Served as Chief of the State Department's Division of Southeast Asian Affairs in 1946.

Archimedes Patti American officer who served in the OSS during World War 11. Organized the Deer Team to go into the mountains of northern Vietnam and work with the Vietminh of Ho Chi Minh.

Harry S. Truman Democratic senator from Missouri, 1935-1945. Elected vice president in 1944 for President Franklin D. Roosevelt's fourth term. Became the 33rd president after Roosevelt's death in April 1945. Re-elected as president in 1948.

Trung Sisters Vietnamese noblewomen who led a short-lived and ultimately unsuccessful rebellion against the Chinese in the first century A.D. Became symbols of the Vietnamese desire and demand for independence from all foreign rule.

Hoang Quac Viet early member of the Indochinese Communist Party Central Committee. Active in the Vietnamese trade union movement throughout the wars in Vietnam.

Annam central region of Vietnam under the rule of the French, who outlawed the use of the word "Vietnam." The Vietnamese emperor, controlled by the French, maintained his court at Hue, the capital of Annam. Europeans used the term "Annamese" to refer to all of the inhabitants of Vietnam.

Cochinchina southernmost section of Vietnam under the rule of the French. The richest and most fertile section of the country.

Indochinese Communist Party founded in 1930 during the worldwide Depression. Became the spearhead of rebellion against French rule in Indochina.

La mission civilisatrice the French notion of their duty as colonialists to bring French culture to "less advanced peoples."

Mekong Delta fertile southern section of Vietnam located in Cochinchina. Vietnam's "rice bowl."

Office of Strategic Services (OSS) branch of the American armed forces which specialized in intelligence work during World War II. The Central Intelligence Agency, founded after the war, emerged from this organization

Tonkin northernmost section of Vietnam under the French. The area of Vietnam most affected by the famine of 1944-1945.

Vietnam Doc-Lap Dong Minh Hoi the anti-Japanese and anti-French Vietnamese liberation group organized by Ho Chi Minh in 1941, known as the Vietminh. Many communists were involved in this group but noncommunists also participated. The most effective Vietnamese nationalist group.

Video 2

Points to Emphasize

• the reasons the French were interested in reestablishing colonialism in Indochina

• the attitudes of the United States toward Indochina during President Truman's first term

• the factors which convinced Ho Chi Minh to enter into agreements with the French in 1946

• the explanations for the failure of those agreements and conferences to preserve peace in Vietnam in 1946

• the aims of both sides when the fighting began

• the ways in which the rationale for fighting changed over time

• the political strategy behind France's "Bao Dai solution"

• the circumstances which led the United States to increase its aid to the French

• the pressures involved in the uneasy alliance between the United States and France

• the explanations for the French military defeat at Dienbienphu

• the reasoning behind the American decision not to join the Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference on Indochina

• the goals of each nation attending the Geneva Conference

Glossary of Names and Terms

Dean Acheson Assistant Secretary of State, 1941-1945. Undersecretary of State, 1945-1947. Secretary of State, 1949-1952. Helped establish NATO and U.S. containment policy.

Georges Louis Marie Thierry d'Argen1ieu French naval officer who rose to the rank of Vice Admiral. Also a Roman Catholic priest in the Carmelite Order of monks. Served in de Gaulle's Free French Navy. Became High Commissioner of France for Indochina in August 1945.

Chiang Kai-shek aide to Sun Yat-sen in China who finally became head of the Nationalist government in China in 1928. Fought against Chinese Communists and the Japanese. Became President of China in 1948. Defeated by

Mao's army, he fled to Taiwan where he set up a new Nationalist government.

Chou En-lai a founder of the Chinese Communist Party. Became premier and foreign minister in 1949 after victory over Chiang Kai-Shek. Major figure at the Geneva Conference and in diplomacy until the 1970s.

Jean de Lattre de Tassiguy French general known as the French MacArthur. A charismatic leader who defeated the Vietminh under General Giap in a series of battles in 1951. Became ill and died shortly after resigning his command.

John Foster Dulles counsel to the U.S. Delegation to the Paris Peace Conference, 1919. U.S. delegate to the United Nations, 1945-1949. Senator from New York, 1949-1951. Secretary of State under Eisenhower, 1953-1959. Staunch anti-Communist.

Dwight D. Eisenhower commander of the European theater of operations, June 1942. Commander of U.S. forces in North Africa, Nov. 1942. Supreme Commander of Allied Expeditionary Force, 1943. After war served as president of Columbia University and Supreme Commander of Allied Powers in Europe before serving as the 34th president of the United States, 1953-1961.

Mao Tse-tung Chinese communist leader who fought against Chiang Kaishek. Founder of the People's Republic of China in 1949 and a major figure in world politics for a quarter of a century after that.

Pierre Mendes-France pilot with the Free French during World War II. French premier 1954-1955. Major figure at the Geneva Conference.

Henri Navarre French general in overall command of the French forces in Indochina at the time of the battle at Dienbienphu.

Jean Sainteny son-in-law of Albert Sarraut, a former Governor General of Indochina. Served in French Intelligence during World War 11. Appointed commissioner of the Republic of France for Tonkin and northern Annam, 1945. Negotiated agreement with Ho Chi Minh in March 1946.

Bao Dai solution According to many French and American observers, the answer to the Indochina problem. They hoped that Bao Dai would provide an attractive Vietnamese alternative to the communist Ho Chi Minh. Bao Dai would rule his country with popular support, according to this plan, and remain friendly to the West.

Containment The use of diplomatic, political, and military means to keep communism from spreading all over the globe. The shorthand phrase for American foreign policy in the years after World War II.

Dienbienphu French outpost near the Laotian border which fell to the Vietminh in May 1954 after fifty-five days of fighting. Last battle of the first Vietnam war.

Elysee Agreements understandings reached between Bao Dai and the French in 1949 which provided for his return as chief of state. Vietnam's unity and independence were promised, but the French retained control of Vietnam~s

defense, diplomacy, and finances.
|

Geneva Conference international conference held in Geneva, Switzerland, between April and July 1954 in an attempt to restore peace to Korea and Indochina. Participating in the conference were France, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, the People's Republic of China, North Korea, South Korea, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the State of Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and the United States. An armistice and a plan for bringing peace to Indochina were agreed upon.

guerrilla a member of a small independent band of soldiers which harasses the enemy by surprise raids and attacks on communications and supply lines in an unconventional manner. From the Spanish, diminutive of"guerra" or a little war.

jaunissement literally "yellowing." The French term for using Vietnamese soldiers to take over the military role from French troops.

Korean War a conflict between Communist and non-Communist forces in Korea which lasted from June 25, 1950, until the armistice of July 27, 1953. North Korean forces attacked the South across the 38th parallel, precipitating the struggle. South Korea, backed by a United Nations force under the command of Gen. Douglas MacArthur and consisting mostly of Americans, fought back.

17th parallel latitude at which Vietnam was temporarily divided by the 1954 Geneva Conference.

Video 3

Points to Emphasize

• the reasons why the United States was interested in South Vietnam and became involved in its political and social problems

• the early relationship between the American leaders and Ngo Dinh Diem

• the policies by which Diem sought to govern South Vietnam

• the reasons for the rise in opposition to Diem

• the explanation for the increased American help for Diem under the Kennedy administration

• the growing American dissatisfaction with Diem throughout 1963

• the events and attitudes among Vietnamese and Americans that led to the coup d'etat against Diem in November 1963

Glossary of Names and Terms

John Foster Dulies American diplomat and political figure. Delegate to the United Nations, 1945-1949. Secretary of State under Eisenhower, 19531959.

Roger Hilsman Director of the State Department Bureau of Intelligence and Research, 1961-1963. Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs, 1963-1964.

Edward Lansdaie Brigadier General, U.S. Air Force. Served with the C.I.A. in South Vietnam. Expert in guerrilla warfare.

Henry Cabot Lodge Republican Senator from Massachusetts. Vice Presidentia nominee of his party, 1960. Ambassador to South Vietnam, 1963-1964 and 1965-1967.

Robert McNamara President, Ford Motor Company, before he became Secre tary of Defense under Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, 1961-1968.

Ngo Dinh Diem Vietnamese nationalist. Prime Minister under Emperor Bao Dai, June 1954-October 1955. President of the Republic of Vietnam, 19551963. Catholic, bachelor, traditionalist. Assassinated in coup of November 1-2, 1963.

Ngo Dinh Nhu younger brother of Ngo Dinh Diem. Head of Secret Police Served as brother's advisor, political counselor, and government policY maker.

Madame Nhu Tran Le Xuan, wife of Ngo Dinh Nhu Outspoken defender of South Vietnamese policy and the Diem regime.

Frederick Nolting U.S. Foreign Service Officer. Ambassador to South Nfiet

Dean Rusk Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs under President Truman. President of the Rockefeller Foundation, 1952-1960. Secretary of State under Presidents Kennedy andJohnson, 1961-1969.

counterinsurgency American plan to fight against guerrilla warfare.

mandarin traditional Chinese term for a high ranking public official. Used in relation to Diem to indicate a ruler or official who is far removed from his base of support.

Strategic Hamlets program that attempted to move peasants off their farms and into fortified stockades to protect them from Vietcong influence and attacks and to allow the Diem government to control them more easily. Based on a successful British program in Malaya. Unpopular with the South Vietnamese people.

Vietcong Diem government's term for the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam. Shortened version of"Vietnamese Communist."

Video 4

Points to Emphasize

• the meaning of the domino theory and the reasons for its acceptance by American policy makers

• the strengths and weaknesses of the new president in foreign and domestic affairs

• the incident in the Gulf of Tonkin and its repercussions

• the influence of the 1964 elections on American policy in South Vietnam

• the theory behind the American decision to make continual bombing runs over North Vietnam after February 1965

• the situation which led the United States to send ground troops to South Vietnam

• the debate among President Johnson and his advisors over the wisdom of expanding American military involvement

Glossary of Names and Terms

George Ball Counsel in Lend Lease Administration and the Foreign Economic Administration, 1942-1944. Undersecretary of State for Economic Affairs, 1961. Undersecretary of State, 1961-1966.

Barry Goldwater Republican Senator from Arizona, 1953-1965 and 1969present. Republican nominee for President in 1964.

Wayne Morse Senator from Oregon, 1945-1969. Republican turned Indepen

: dent and eventually Democrat. With Senator Ernest Gruening of Alaska opposed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution.

Nguyen Cao Ky Air Vice-Marshal, South Vietnam. Prime Minister, South Vietnam, 1965-1967. Vice President of South Vietnam, 1967-1971.

Nguyen Khanh Major General, Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN). Overthrew General Minh, January 30, 1964. Stormy period of rule marked by instability. Ousted within the year.

'Maxwell Taylor Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, 1955-1959. Personal military representative to President Kennedy, 1961-1962. Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, 1962-1964. Ambassador to South Vietnam, 1964-1965.

Wtlliam Westmoreland Superintendent of West Point, 1960-1964. Commander, U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV), 19641968. ChiefofStaff, U.S. Army, 1968-1972.

domino theory idea that if South Vietnam fell to the Communists, all of the other states in that region of the world would also topple—like a line of dominoes. First used during Truman administration but widely identified with President Eisenhower and accepted by his successors.

Great Society the object of President Johnson's legislative program. He hoped to extend the measures begun by Democratic administrations since the time of Franklin Roosevelt to bring an end to poverty and ignorance and to facilitate civil rights for all.

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution resolution passed by Congress on August 7, 1964, which became Johnson's "blank check" to set policy in Vietnam. Repealed by Congress in 1970.

Pleiku town in South Vietnam where the United States built a base. After an attack by Viet Cong guerrillas on February 7, 1965, the United States re

• sponded by bombing North Vietnam. Sustained reprisals followed later that month. American ground combat troops were sent to Vietnam shortly thereafter.

Ithirty Four A series of covert operations in North Vietnamese waters which were planned by Americans although carried out by the South Vietnamese. Attempted to stop North Vietnamese infiltration into the South by sea and to harass North Vietnamese ports. Kept secret from the American public.

Video 5

Points to Emphasize

• the justifications for the large increase in American troops in Vietnam between 1965 and 1968

• the explanations for the American military tactics in use during this period

• the role of technological innovations in the Vietnam War

• the reactions of the Vietnamese civilians to the American soldiers

• the reactions of the American soldiers to the Vietnamese civilians

• the rationale behind the pacification programs of both sides

• the reasons why the United States talked about negotiating while continuing to fight

• the definition of progress in the war

• the reasons why victory seemed sure but far away

Glossary of Names and Terms

J. William Fulbright Democratic Representative from Arkansas, 1943-1945. Democratic Senator from Arkansas, 1945-1975. Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 1959-1974. Helped guide the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution through the Senate but later became a leading opponent of the escalation of the war.

Robert Komer early advocate of the importance of the pacification program who took charge of that program in 1966 and worked as General Westmoreland's assistant in charge of CORDS in 1967.

Don Luce American civilian who worked in Vietnam beginning in 1958, originally as an agriculturalist in the International Voluntary Services. Directed IVS, 1961-1967. Returned to Vietnam and later worked with the World Council of Churches.

N guyen Chanh Thi military figure in South Vietnam who rose to the rank of general. One of the "Young Turks" with Ky and Thieu in 1965. Fired as 1st Corps Commander by Ky in March 1966.

Truang Dinh Dzu Buddhist layman and lawyer who opposed Thieu and Ky in the September 1967 presidential election. Despite his relative anonymity, collected 17 percent of the vote. Proposed the recognition of and negotiations with the National Liberation Front. Jailed soon after the election.

body count American tally of enemy killed during the war.

Cedar Falls and Junction City two major American search and destroy operations in Vietnam in 1967.

Civil Operations and Revolutionary Development Support (CORDS) the program charged with the pacification of the South Vietnamese people.

doves Americans who opposed the U.S. military intervention in Vietnam.

hawks Americans who supported the war effort or wanted to use more force in Vietnam.

Honolulu Conference meeting between President Johnson and Premier Nguyen Cao Ky in February 1966 which resulted in Ky's promise to reform the South Vietnamese government and Johnson's assurance of continued American aid to South Vietnam.

Iron Triangle Vietcong stronghold just north of Saigon which was the setting for Operation Cedar Falls inJanuary 1967.

Military Unitsfor the U.S. Army

squad ten infantrymen under a staff sergeant.

platoon four infantry squads under a lieutenant (40 men).

company headquarters section and four platoons under a captain (160+).

battalion headquarters section and four or more companies under a lieuten-

ant colonel (640 + ).

brigade headquarters section and three or more battalions under a colonel

(1920+).

division headquarters section and three brigades with artillery combat sup-

port and combat service support units under a major general (5,760+).

San Antonio formula President Johnson's late 1967 proposal that the United States would stop bombing North Vietnam "with the understanding" that "productive discussions" would ensue. Johnson added that he expected that the North would not take advantage of any bombing halt to infiltrate more men or material into the South.

