The dates on our Vietnam Online Map correspond to the dates on the Vietnam Online Timeline. 

Dienbienphu
Site of decisive 1954 battle between the French and the Vietminh. In a stunning defeat for the French, Vietminh forces, led by General Giap, surrounded and overwhelmed 12,000 French troops at the valley stronghold that had previously been declared impregnable. After a fifty-five day siege in which all of their supply routes were cut off, the French surrendered. 

Hanoi
North Vietnamese capital and headquarters of Ho Chi Minh's Vietminh forces. 

Saigon
The seat of government in South Vietnam and target of Vietcong attacks. 

China
With China's embrace of Communism in 1950, US leaders viewed communist movements in Indochina as a sign of dangerous expansion. China openly supported Ho Chi Minh's forces, but never actually entered the war. 

Laos
France granted Laos full independence within the French Union in 1953. Shortly thereafter, Laos became a pawn in the battle between Communist and US forces. Central to Laos's importance was the fact that the Ho Chi Minh Trail ran through it. 

Cambodia
Ruled by Prince Norodom Sihanouk, Cambodia sought to remain independent of conflicts taking place in Vietnam. These efforts fell short as Cambodia became a hot spot of military fighting. 

Mekong Delta
In June 1957, Communist forces formed a coordinated command structure in the eastern Mekong Delta. 

The dates on our Vietnam Online Map correspond to the dates on the Timeline. 

Gulf of Tonkin
Site of North Vietnamese torpedo attack on the USS Maddox, an American destroyer, on August 2, 1964, and a highly disputed second attack on August 4. In late July 1964, South Vietnamese PT boats had fired upon two Tonkin Gulf islands held by the North Vietnamese, Hon Me and Hon Ngu, setting the stage for increased tension in the area. 

Bienhoa
The US air base at Bienhoa was the target of an intense raid by the Vietcong on October 30, 1964. Launching a heavy mortar attack under cover of night, the Vietcong caught US and South Vietnamese personnel off guard. The attack left 5 US servicemen and 2 Vietnamese dead and 76 wounded. In addition, 6 US B-57s were destroyed, along with 20 other US and South Vietnamese aircraft. 

La Drang Valley
The US Army's 1st Air Cavalry honed its aerial reconnaissance techniques in the rugged territory along the La Drang Valley. Taking advantage of the mobility of their helicopters, the Air Cavalry could spot NVA units from the air and rush assault troops to the spot to engage them in battle. 

Khe Sanh
The North Vietnamese Army waged a losing battle in late 1967 and early 1968 to take Khe Sanh, a heavily fortified US airstrip. Over the course of the 9-week battle, the most firepower ever used, against a single target, in the history of warfare was unleashed. Although the NVA lost at least 10,000 men, they later admitted the engagement was a diversionary tactic employed to allow other Communist units to drive deeper into South Vietnam. 

Ho Chi Minh Trail
The major supply route for Communist forces stretching from Vinh, North Vietnam, through Laos and Cambodia, into South Vietnam. The Ho Chi Minh Trail was the target of numerous US bombing and napalm attacks throughout the war. 

