EXAMS AND TERM PAPERS

The questions which follow are divided into two sections, one for mid-term and one for fmal exams. Each one lists the relevant telecourse units, so that teachers will know whether the question can be answered from the material they have covered. The Follow Up questions in each chapter of the VIETNAM Anthology also lend themselves to essays. In all cases, instructors may want to tailor the questions to their specific needs and to the material they have used.

Midterm Examination

The question of why the United States became involved in Vietnam might be answered solely by examining American policy. But it can also be approached by looking at American involvement as part of an historical process that included the French, the Japanese, and the British In an essay, examine the experience of France, Japan, and Great Britain in Vietnam, and attempt to determine if the American experience was, in fact, just the last act in an historical drama heretofore dominated by other nations. (programs 1 and 2)

.

"Had Americans known more about the Vietnamese--about their traditions of resistance to foreign powers, about the intensity of their nationalism, about what their Communism really amounted to-they might have been less willing to commit themselves to a war in Southeast Asia." (programs 1, 2, s)

"In the 1940s and 1950s, Vietnam's future was settled on the battlefield, not at the conference table." (programs 1, 2, 5) [This question can be extended to cover a broader time frame, using program 10.]

In the 1960s, "hawks" and "doves" endlessly debated the question of whether American policy toward Vietnam in the years before 1964 was a response to Communist "aggression" against South Vietnam. What light do the documents and the programs shed on this important problem? (programs 1, 2, 3)

What concrete interests, if any, did America have in Vietnam? To what extent was the United States in Vietnam to defend abstractions such as "freedom" and "democracy" and the "right to selfdetermination"? (programs 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)

Students of American history have usually studied the Cold War and the Vietnam War as two separate "events" dominating two different chronological periods. Is this separation justified? Or can the Vietnam War be more profitably understood as an incident of the Cold War? (programs 1, 2, 3 [especially], 4)

Dwight Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, and Lyndon Johnson all had to come to grips with Vietnam. In doing so, each was faced with a crucial decision. For Eisenhower, that decision involved
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Honolulu Conference meeting between President Johnson and Premier Nguyen Cao Ky in February 1966 which resulted in Ky's promise to reform the South Vietnamese government and Johnson's assurance of continued American aid to South Vietnam. 

Iron Triangle Vietcong stronghold just north of Saigon which was the setting for Operation Cedar Falls inJanuary 1967. 

Military Unitsfor the U.S. Army

squad ten infantrymen under a staff sergeant.

platoon four infantry squads under a lieutenant (40 men).

company headquarters section and four platoons under a captain (160+).

battalion headquarters section and four or more companies under a lieuten-

ant colonel (640 + ).

brigade headquarters section and three or more battalions under a colonel

(1920+).

division headquarters section and three brigades with artillery combat sup-

port and combat service support units under a major general (5,760+).

San Antonio formula President Johnson's late 1967 proposal that the United States would stop bombing North Vietnam "with the understanding" that "productive discussions" would ensue. Johnson added that he expected that the North would not take advantage of any bombing halt to infiltrate more men or material into the South. 

EXAMS AND TERM PAPERS 

The questions which follow are divided into two sections, one for mid-term and one for fmal exams. Each one lists the relevant telecourse units, so that teachers will know whether the question can be answered from the material they have covered. The Follow Up questions in each chapter of the VIETNAM Anthology also lend themselves to essays. In all cases, instructors may want to tailor the questions to their specific needs and to the material they have used. 

Midterm Examination 

The question of why the United States became involved in Vietnam might be answered solely by examining American policy. But it can also be approached by looking at American involvement as part of an historical process that included the French, the Japanese, and the British In an essay, examine the experience of France, Japan, and Great Britain in Vietnam, and attempt to determine if the American experience was, in fact, just the last act in an historical drama heretofore dominated by other nations. (programs 1 and 2) 

. 

"Had Americans known more about the Vietnamese--about their traditions of resistance to foreign powers, about the intensity of their nationalism, about what their Communism really amounted to-they might have been less willing to commit themselves to a war in Southeast Asia." (programs 1, 2, s) 

"In the 1940s and 1950s, Vietnam's future was settled on the battlefield, not at the conference table." (programs 1, 2, 5) [This question can be extended to cover a broader time frame, using program 10.] 

In the 1960s, "hawks" and "doves" endlessly debated the question of whether American policy toward Vietnam in the years before 1964 was a response to Communist "aggression" against South Vietnam. What light do the documents and the programs shed on this important problem? (programs 1, 2, 3) 

What concrete interests, if any, did America have in Vietnam? To what extent was the United States in Vietnam to defend abstractions such as "freedom" and "democracy" and the "right to selfdetermination"? (programs 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) 

Students of American history have usually studied the Cold War and the Vietnam War as two separate "events" dominating two different chronological periods. Is this separation justified? Or can the Vietnam War be more profitably understood as an incident of the Cold War? (programs 1, 2, 3 [especially], 4) 

Dwight Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, and Lyndon Johnson all had to come to grips with Vietnam. In doing so, each was faced with a crucial decision. For Eisenhower, that decision involved 
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Dienbienphu. For Kennedy, it involved Ngo Dinh Diem. For Johnson, there were many such decisions, but one of great importance involved the Gulf of Tonkin. Compare and contrast how these presidents handled their challenges. Which president handled his decision most effectively, and which most ethically? In retrospect, which made the biggest blunder? (programs 2, 3, 4) 

The Vietnam War has often been described as a "civil war," fought between factions of Vietnamese that disagreed on how Vietnam ought to be governed. This description of the war as a "civil" conflict has been used to discredit American involvement. What evidence is there to refute or support this assessment of the war as a struggle between Vietnamese? (programs 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8) 

Examine American conduct of the war from a purely military perspective, beginning with the decision not to support the French at Dienbienphu and concluding with American reaction to the Tet offensive. What strategy did the Americans follow, and how did that strategy change from 1954 through 1968? Which strategies were most effective, and which least? Was the American military posture suited at all times to the enemy or task at hand? (programs 2, 3, 4, 5) Is there any evidence that American military policies were counterproductive--that they may even have backfired? (program 6) Or that they were flawed in conception? (program 7) 

Explain the historical meaning of the Tet offensive of 1968. To do so, examine Tet as both an effect and a cause. To what events or developments was the offensive a response? And what impact did it have? Was it a decisive engagement, a major turning point in the war? (program 7, preceding programs, following programs) 

During the mid-1960s, many within the Johnson administration, including the president himself, began to reassess the American posture in Vietnam. What factors influenced that reassessment? Was it based on a rethinking of long-standing attitudes, such as those inherited from the Cold War? Or was it based on more pragmatic, short-term considerations, such as the Tet offensive, the peace movement, or the perceived failure of American bombing? (programs 4, 5, 6, 7) 

Final Examination 

"It was Lyndon Johnson who engineered the entry of the United States into the Vietnam conflict on a massive scale, and it was Richard Mxon who engineered just as massive an exit of American forces. In short, Johnson got us in, and Nixon got us out." (programs 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12) 

For all their differences--real and apparent--in handling the war in Vietnam, Richard Mxon and Lyndon Johnson were in many ways very similar in their response to the conflict. In an essay, examine some of the continuities between these presidential administrations. Consider, for example, how Nixon and Johnson defined and analyzed the conflict. In addition evaluate the Nixon administration policy of Vietnamization. (programs 7, 8 [especially], 4, 5, 7, 10) 

Was Vietnamization a reasonable policy, with some reasonable chance of success? Or was it doomed to failure? Was it designed to produce victory, or was it evidence that the American military effort had been turned back? (programs 7, 8) 

The United States had a substantial presence in Southeast Asia for more than two decades. Looking back through the series, how would you summarize the impact of that presence on the ordinary people of the region? How were the lives of South Vietnamese peasants, or Saigon residents, changed by the Americans? Were the changes only temporary, or more long-lasting? In the final analysis, did the American military have a positive or negative impact on Southeast Asia? (programs 9, 6, 5, 8) 

Evaluate the role of the media--especially television--in the conflict in Vietnam. Was television coverage of the war balanced and objective? Did the media help bring the war to an end or make 
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it last longer? What were the effects; did the media lead public opinion, reflect it, or foow it7 (programs 7, 11) 

Although Richard Nixon was a peace movements villain, it was under his presidency that the United States withdrew its last troops from Vietnam and signed an agreement "ending" the war. In an essay, present a balanced assessment of the Nixon administration's role in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. Should the Nixon administration be congratulated for Vietnamization? For bringing the North to the bargaining table? For the agreement that was signed? For the incursion into Cambodia? Or were these policies and actions less than fully successful? How, in general, did Mxon understand the war? (programs 9, 10) 

Assess the role of the peace movement in bringing an end to American involvement in Vietnam. (programs 9, 10, 11) 

Some scholars have argued that Vietnam was "Kennedy's War," others that it was "Johnson's War," and still others have been critical of Nixon's conduct of the war. Yet one may question whether this presidential approach does justice to other factors that play a role in history. One such factor is the "people," or "democracy." To what extent can the American people be held to account for Vietnam? In answering this question, take into consideration the extent of the public's knowledge of the war, its ideology, the electoral process, the strengths and weaknesses of the protest movement, and other factors. (programs 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13) 

Was the decision to fight the war made "off the shoulder" (i.e., thoughtlessly) as Mrs. Kolor suggests in Unit 13? Or was the war in Vietnam the perfect expression of America's historic role in the world, as others have suggested? (program 13, and much of the series) 

The Vietnam war finally ended for the United States in the mid-1970s. Why? What brought the war to a close? Had the U.S. been militarily defeated? Had it been demoralized? Were Nixon's policies responsible for bringing the North Vietnamese to the bargaining table? Had the protest movement finally achieved its goal? Had American officials--or the American people--changed their minds about the war in some fundamental way? (program 7 through end of series) 

The Vietnam war had an enormous impact on domestic life and politics in the United States, and America's conduct of the war was, in turn, deeply affected by domestic consideration. Examine this reciprocal relationship between- domestic affairs and Vietnam. What domestic events most influenced the conduct of the war? And in what important ways did the war shape domestic affairs? (the last half of the series) 

The United States and the Republic of Vietnam were offficially allies. But this did not keep them from looking at the war from different perspectives and coming to different conclusions about it. In an essay, construct a history of the war from 1968 through 1975 from the perspective of the Republic of South Vietnam. What did South Vietnamese officials think of Vietnamization (or what might they have thought)? Of the peace negotiations and the 1973 agreement and protocols? Of American policy from 1973 to 1975? (programs 8, 10, 12) 

This can be extended to include the whole seies: 

For two decades, the United States and the Republic of Vietnam were ostensibly allies, locked together in the struggle against North Vietnam and the Viet Minh or the Viet Cong. In an essay, examine the relationship between the United States and South Vietnam over the course of the war. Consider, for example, the U.S.-Bao Dai relationship in the 1950s, the Kennedy-Diem problem in the early 1960s, U.S.-South Vietnamese military cooperation in the 1960s, the implications of Vietnamization, the role of the South Vietnamese in the peace negotiations of the early 1970s, and the relationship between the United States and South Vietnam in the two years after the signing of the 1973 agreement and protocols. Did the substance of the relationship change over 
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time? Was the relationship one of equals? What did the United States think of its ally, and what did the South Vietnamese government think of the United States? (programs 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 12) 

The war in Southeast Asia was often criticized for being an immoral war. Look back on the series and evaluate the war using moral criteria. What aspects of American (or North Vietnamese, or Viet Cong) policy seem "immoral"? How would you evaluate American policy in Cambodia? The Christmas bombings? The use of napalm and Agent Orange? The bombing of North Vietnam? The American response to the 1954 Geneva accords? The failure to support South Vietnam in 1975? The coup against Diem? (the whole series) 

To what extent, and how, does the design of Maya Lang Lin's Vietnam war memorial, or the controversy over that design, reflect the history and meaning of the war itself? (Unit 13 and the whole series) 

