To Whom It May Concern:

I have been a teacher at Valencia High School in Placentia for the past thirteen years and this year it has been my pleasure to be a master teacher for Joe Escobar. After observing my classes on several occasions at the beginning of the 1988-89 school year, Joe expressed interest in having me as a master teacher.  During the Fall Semester, his function was primarily that of a teacher's aide.  Initially, he simply observed me on a day-to-day basis, but as we progressed through the semester, I gradually assigned him clerical and student evaluation responsibilities.  By the close of the semester, Joe was preparing and participating in instructional activities.  Even at that early stage, it was evident that Joe possessed the attributes of a successful educator.  During the course of the present semester, Joe has had full classroom responsibilities as my student teacher in World History.

I have had other student teachers prior to Joe, but I can honestly say that none were so ready to be a teacher as Joe.  From day one, I was impressed with Joe's preparedness, organization and sense of direction.  He always demonstrated a high level of knowledge in the social sciences and when he felt the least bit inadequate, he always made a point to do extracurricular reading and research in order to be completely competent when he taught his students.  He is very enthusiastic about what he is doing and concurrently has demonstrated a strong work ethic.  He is very innovative and imaginative and has incorporated these attributes into his teaching style.  Additionally, he has found several opportunities to integrate his computer skills into learning activities.

Not only does Joe possess the skill of a good teacher, he also possesses the personality of a good teacher.  Joe interacts well with students, faculty, and other staff members.  He is personable, mature, and sincere.  During the course of the year, he has been very successful in establishing a professionally intimate rapport with his students which has proven beneficial in the high level of learning his students have experienced.

Joe has also chosen to assume responsibilities beyond those expected of him.  He has made himself readily accessible to tutor students on an individual basis before and after school day and even during his lunch break.  He has also elected to supervise several extracurricular activities, such as school dances and athletic events.

During my career as an educator, I have seen my most prized and talented students gravitate to the higher paying professions like medicine, law, engineering, and business.  Based upon his high school and college achievements, Joe is one of those prized and talented students, only he has chosen to gravitate to education.  Joe is one of those people that education needs more of but, for a variety of reasons, has been attracting less.  Joe has demonstrated to me that he is destined to become an exceptional teacher.  Now all he needs is the chance.




James E. Bell
Instructor, Valencia High School
