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In these three source documents, Booker T. Washington, Ida B. Wells, and W.E.B DuBois give three different perspectives on what has happened to black Americans after the abolishment of slavery, and into the black awakening.  They also gave ideas of what needs to change on both sides, the black, and the non-black.  


Lewis Adams and other organizers of the Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute in Alabama found the energetic leader they sought in 25 year-old Booker T. Washington. With the strong recommendation of Hampton University founder General Samuel C. Armstrong, they hired Washington, although such positions had typically been held by white men until then. The new school opened on July 4, 1881, initially using space rented from a local church. The next year, Washington purchased a former plantation, which became the permanent site of the campus. Under his direction, his students literally built their own school: constructing classrooms, barns and outbuildings; growing their own crops and raising livestock, and providing for most of their own basic necessities.

In 1895 Ida B. Wells wrote “A Red Record” where she spoke of many instances where individual African American’s were hung throughout all of the south along with  the governments lack of ambition in solving these murder cases.  Wells’ statistics, “show that during these years more than ten thousand Negroes have been killed in cold blood, without the formality of judicial and legal execution.”(Wells 298) Wells' career as a writer was sparked by an incident that occurred on May 4, 1884. On this day, while riding a train back to her job in Woodstock, Wells was asked by the conductor to move from her seat in the ladies' car to the front of the train into the smoking car. When she refused, the conductor attempted to physically remove her from her seat. It took three men to remove Wells from her seat, and rather than move to the smoking car, she got off at the next stop to the cheers of the white passengers on the train (Duster 18). When Wells got back to Memphis, she immediately hired a lawyer to bring suit against the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Company. The court returned a verdict in favor of Wells and awarded her $500 in damages. So many Negroes were being targeted and murdered by different groups like the Ku Klux Klan, and the Regulators, and the government was doing absolutely nothing to stop this from happening.  “The government which had made the Negro a citizen found itself unable to protect him.  It gave him the right to vote, but denied him the protection which should have maintained that right.”(Wells, 299)  Ida B. Wells seemed to be more toward the left side of the spectrum because she felt like the government wasn’t doing its job in protecting the rights, freedoms and lives of Negro American’s.


William Edward Burghardt Du Bois was an American civil rights activist, leader, Pan-Africanist, sociologist, educator, historian, writer, editor, poet, and scholar. He became a naturalized citizen of Ghana in 1963 at the age of 95.   On the far left side of the spectrum is where W.E.B. DuBois is found.  In the Niagara Movement’s Declaration of Principles, written in 1905, he lists out all of the areas in which he feels that Negro American’s are discriminated against.  He also informs the government on how he feels they should change the situation.  When speaking about the courts he says, “We demand upright judges in courts, juries selected without discrimination on account of color and the same measure of punishment and the same efforts at reformation for black as for white offenders.” (DuBois, 301)  


Unlike Booker T. Washington on the right, who encouraged the Negro American’s to better themselves by hard work and determination, it seemed like W. E. B. DuBois on the left wanted the government to make life better for the Blackman.  Leaning slightly to the left, Ida B. Wells felt that it was necessary for the government to take action against the horrific sport of lynching, practiced by the Ku Klux Klan, and the Regulators.  Looking at it from a broad perspective all of these writers had a common goal.  They all felt that Negro American’s had certain rights, and opportunities and these things should be protected, but each writer wanted to get there in a little bit different way.
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