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In these three source documents, Booker T. Washington, Ida B. Wells, and W.E.B DuBois give three different perspectives on what has happened to black Americans after the abolishment of slavery, and into the black awakening.  They also gave ideas of what needs to change on both sides, the black, and the non-black.  


In the Atlanta Exposition Address of 1895, Booker T. Washington seems to be encourages white Americans to except black Americans because they are not the burden on society like many think.  Sitting on the right side of the spectrum he believed that African Americans could start from the bottom up, bettering their lives by becoming educated, and working hard. Booker T. believed that “No race can prosper till it learns that there is as much dignity in tilling a field as in writing a poem.  It is at the bottom of life we must begin, and not at the top.  Nor should we permit our grievances to overshadow our opportunities”.(Washington, 297)


In 1895 Ida B. Wells wrote “A Red Record” where she spoke of many instances where individual African American’s were hung throughout all of the south along with  the governments lack of ambition in solving these murder cases.  Wells’ statistics, “show that during these years more than ten thousand Negroes have been killed in cold blood, without the formality of judicial and legal execution.”(Wells 298)  So many Negroes were being targeted and murdered by different groups like the Ku Klux Klan, and the Regulators, and the government was doing absolutely nothing to stop this from happening.  “The government which had made the Negro a citizen found itself unable to protect him.  It gave him the right to vote, but denied him the protection which should have maintained that right.”(Wells, 299)  Ida B. Wells seemed to be more toward the left side of the spectrum because she felt like the government wasn’t doing its job in protecting the rights, freedoms and lives of Negro American’s.


On the far left side of the spectrum is where W.E.B. DuBois is found.  In the Niagara Movement’s Declaration of Principles, written in 1905, he lists out all of the areas in which he feels that Negro American’s are discriminated against.  He also informs the government on how he feels they should change the situation.  When speaking about the courts he says, “We demand upright judges in courts, juries selected without discrimination on account of color and the same measure of punishment and the same efforts at reformation for black as for white offenders.” (DuBois, 301)  


Unlike Booker T. Washington on the right, who encouraged the Negro American’s to better themselves by hard work and determination, it seemed like W. E. B. DuBois on the left wanted the government to make life better for the Blackman.  Leaning slightly to the left, Ida B. Wells felt that it was necessary for the government to take action against the horrific sport of lynching, practiced by the Ku Klux Klan, and the Regulators.  Looking at it from a broad perspective all of these writers had a common goal.  They all felt that Negro American’s had certain rights, and opportunities and these things should be protected, but each writer wanted to get there in a little bit different way.
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