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Asynchronous Discussion Forums
• Most common online activity in hybrid 

courses 
• Stable technology that is easy to use
• Permanent threaded record of submissions 

and interaction
• Removes or reduces problems with group 

work
• Reduces many social and cultural factors that 

inhibit face-to-face discussion
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Hybrid Course Assignment
Anthropology of Religion

• Senior-level course
• 20-25 students
• 1/3 Online
• 2/3 face-to-face
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Hybrid Assignment Design
“Closing the loop”

• Rehearsal
• Reflection
• Sharing
• Responding
• Debriefing
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Pedagogical Advantages
Students must participate 

Students address one another directly

Threads allow complex issues to be 
systematically discussed and reviewed

Time for students to reflect

Stimulates in-class discussion
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Hybrid Courses & Community
Asynchronous discussion forums

• Lessons learned 
• Frame the discussion

• Identify the instructor’s voice

• Keep the conversation going

• Assess learning outcomes and learning process

• Integrate with face-to-face component
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Online resources on managing 
virtual discussions

Online discussions (Dartmouth)
- http://www.dartmouth.edu/~webteach/articles/discussion.html

Moderating and Facilitating Online Discussions (Sonoma State)
- http://www.sonoma.edu/users/n/nolan/501/powerpoint/moderating_f

acilitating/

Tips & Strategies for Facilitating Online Discussions
- http://members.shaw.ca/mdde615/howcommunicate.htm
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