AAOT 2010
Social Science Courses – Curriculum Map to 2010 AAOT Outcomes 

Department/Program:     Social Science: Economics             Course: ECON 201 Introduction to Principles of Microeconomics

1. Social Science Discipline Studies Outcomes
	As a result of taking Social Science Discipline Studies courses, a student should be able to:
	Course Outcome(s) related to the Social Science Discipline Studies Outcome
	Under what conditions and criteria will the course outcome be assessed? (i.e., a menu of suggested assessment options)

	· Apply analytical skills to social phenomena in order to understand human behavior
	Continue to recognize and analyze microeconomic frontiers explored in Econ 200.  Emphasize both explicit and implicit costs in the context of readily identifiable (and measurable) costs.   Also acquire and hone skills necessary to analyze those less easily quantifiable costs of decision making inherent to the human experience.
	Online forum discussions. Objective testing.  Subjective testing where students will support and illustrate their understanding/interpretation of human actions in an economic context. Online links to relevant sites. 
Structured discussions and problem solving activities.

	· Apply knowledge and experience to foster personal growth and better appreciate the diverse social world in which we live.
	Appreciate the wide array of motivations that drive an individual, corporate, and/or social construct to maximize profit. Continue to analyze what it means to think "economically" and how that results in divergent and sometimes contradictory policy dependent upon the social context and parameters within which issues arise.  Begin to learn to apply these economic methodologies on an individual as well as societal basis.  
	Reading, analyzing, and discussing primary documents and past as well as current political viewpoints as they relate to the economy.  In-class projects, discussions and written work. Online discussions and problem solving. Objective and subjective testing.




2. Social Science Discipline Studies Course Criteria
An introductory course in the Social Sciences should be broad in scope. Courses may focus on specialized or inter-disciplinary subjects, but there must be substantial course content locating the subject in the broader context of the discipline(s).

	Approved courses will help students to:
	How course meets criterion
	Related Course Outline statements

	1) Understand the role of individuals and institutions within the context of society.
	Course will convey an understanding of basic market structures and how they impact society as a whole as well as the affect upon individuals.  Examine the means of capitalizing upon the market momentum of the various market structures in order to heighten the benefits and minimize the detriments inherent to those structures.
	Organize and synthesize information from class activities and structured class discussions, projects, and exercises.  Online "thought questions".

	2) Assess different theories and concepts, and understand the distinctions between empirical and other methods of inquiry.  
	Examine, identify and assess economic theories and approaches regarding various market structures from the perspectives of liberal and conservative ideologies.  Delve into the philosophical and logical realms of laissez faire vs. government mandated responses to issues and problems endemic to a mixed market system.
	Analyze secondary sources and interpretations of authors with an eye toward recognizing bias and faulty reasoning.  Online discussions. Read and analyze primary sources in order to better understand policies and politicians dealing with economics and to learn to make independent economic judgments without being unduly misled or deceived by economists and their spokespeople (including instructors). Online reading links to relevant sources.

	3) Utilize appropriate information literacy skills in written and oral communication.
	Refer to Information Literacy Inventory for criteria as needed
	Refer to Information Literacy Inventory for criteria as needed

	4) Understand the diversity of human experience and thought, individually and collectively.
	Trace the origins of union movements and anti-trust legislation (including Marxist and other influences) to appreciate the impact of the evolution of our (somewhat) market system upon individuals and social structures.
	Analyze primary sources of human economic experience and thinking.  Objective and subjective testing.  Online problem solving and questions sets. Class discussions. Online glossaries, dictionaries, and interactive sites.

	5) Apply knowledge and skills to contemporary problems and issues.
	Examine economic case studies of current economic and socio-economic problems and dilemmas as they relate to the social costs and benefits of a profit driven social/political/economic system.  Identify potential opportunities for positive change within current economic frameworks as well as consider future economic issues and how to resolve them by means of fundamental economic tools and strategies acquired throughout the course of the term.
	Current event news articles, interviews, and economic data that represent topical issues relevant to the course.  Class discussions, online discussions, class presentations, subjective and objective testing. Online questions, both subjective and objective.
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