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Social Science Courses – Curriculum Map to 2010 AAOT Outcomes 
Department/Program:   Social Science: History



Course:
HST203 History of the United States


1. Social Science Discipline Studies Outcomes

	As a result of taking Social Science Discipline Studies courses, a student should be able to:
	Course Outcome(s) related to the Social Science Discipline Studies Outcome
	Under what conditions and criteria will the course outcome be assessed? (i.e., a menu of suggested assessment options)

	· Apply analytical skills to social phenomena in order to understand human behavior
	Identify and consider important concepts, movements, and themes which shaped the lives of those living within the United States during the 20th Century, including topics such as the Imperialism, Progressivism, modernity, the 1920s, Depression and New Deal, World Wars and Cold War, 1960s, 1970s and recent developments
	Objective testing where students illustrate their clear understanding of the historical record.
Subjective testing where students can support their informed interpretations of historical events.

Structured discussions, whether completed in the classroom in a face-to-face setting, or in an online format.

	· Apply knowledge and experience to foster personal growth and better appreciate the diverse social world in which we live.
	Analyze how diverse groups affected the formation of the American character in terms of Constitutional theories, religious beliefs, social structures, and political institutions.  Focus on human interactions, including both unifying principles and outright conflicts that have resulted in continuity and/or change.
	Reading, analyzing, and discussing primary, secondary, and tertiary documents, including the advantages and limitations of each source.
Viewing appropriate visual materials, including maps, artwork, editorial cartoons, photographs, and video sources which can foster an additional academic understanding of the both the historical record and the contemporary world. 


2. Social Science Discipline Studies Course Criteria

An introductory course in the Social Sciences should be broad in scope. Courses may focus on specialized or inter-disciplinary subjects, but there must be substantial course content locating the subject in the broader context of the discipline(s).
	Approved courses will help students to:
	How course meets criterion
	Related Course Outline statements

	1) Understand the role of individuals and institutions within the context of society.
	Course will examine the influential power exerted on the development of the United States in the 20th Century by individuals, Constitutional principles, and both socio-cultural and political-economic institutions.  This can include biographical history as well as national historical developments, where appropriate.
	Organize and synthesize information from class activities, including lecture, audio or video materials, web-site references, and class discussion.  Respond appropriately to related objective or subjective questions on exams or within class discussions.

	2) Assess different theories and concepts, and understand the distinctions between empirical and other methods of inquiry.  
	Demonstrate a functional appreciation of the various interpretations of history, assessing both the development and evaluation of each view.  Identify different schools of historical thought. Develop the ability to critically analyze the information presented throughout the course, including their sources, citations, and philosophical points of view.
	Analyze historical sources in order to make an informed interpretation of the authors meaning or purpose.  Ask appropriate questions in class or online in order to gain a proper comprehension of materials.  Determine whether through objective or subjective testing that students understand the value that historical sources have in providing a clear understanding of the historical topic or event being studied.

	3) Utilize appropriate information literacy skills in written and oral communication.
	Refer to Information Literacy Inventory for criteria as needed
	Refer to Information Literacy Inventory for criteria as needed

	4) Understand the diversity of human experience and thought, individually and collectively.
	Course will include elements of the traditional, revised, and newly emerging narratives that comprise a more accurate history of the United States in the 20th Century.
	Student should answer historical questions by including information from events found in the historical record, as well as specific instances from the biographies of the lives of featured individuals. 

	5) Apply knowledge and skills to contemporary problems and issues.
	Identify causation, correlations, analogies, and potential lessons between the historical past and contemporary times.  Consider issues common to all eras and the human experience.
	Analyze secondary sources and interpretations of authors with an eye toward recognizing objective (or biased) and logical (or faulty) reasoning.  Utilize current events in class that are representative of historical themes currently being studied.  Incorporate into class discussions. Include as potential exam questions.
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