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1. Social Science Discipline Studies Outcomes

	As a result of taking Social Science Discipline Studies courses, a student should be able to:
	Course Outcome(s) related to the Social Science Discipline Studies Outcome
	Under what conditions and criteria will the course outcome be assessed? (i.e., a menu of suggested assessment options)

	· Apply analytical skills to social phenomena in order to understand human behavior
	Understand European exploration and settlement of North America; Native American responses; origins of racism & slavery; the implications of religious diversity; the effects of the Declaration of Independence, the Revolution & Constitution on American peoples; the early Republic & nationalism.
	Essay exams; multiple choice exams; weekly written papers; class discussions based in primary sources; map quizzes

	· Apply knowledge and experience to foster personal growth and better appreciate the diverse social world in which we live.
	Understand the diversity of peoples in the Americas before and after exploration and colonization.  Develop a greater awareness and understanding of contemporary developments such as human rights & civil rights relative to the past.


	Reading, discussions, objective and subjective exams, map quizzes, research papers


2. Social Science Discipline Studies Course Criteria

An introductory course in the Social Sciences should be broad in scope. Courses may focus on specialized or inter-disciplinary subjects, but there must be substantial course content locating the subject in the broader context of the discipline(s).
	Approved courses will help students to:
	How course meets criterion
	Related Course Outline statements

	1) Understand the role of individuals and institutions within the context of society.
	Demonstrate the communitarian nature of early American societies; understand the ideas of the Enlightenment such as the concept of “individualism;”  focus attention on the experiences of various Americans, famous and non-famous; examine formation of social groups.
	Describe some major Indian cultures in North America and analyze the effects of European settlement on indigenous peoples. Compare and contrast the social, economic, and political development of the British colonies of North America.

	2) Assess different theories and concepts, and understand the distinctions between empirical and other methods of inquiry.  
	Reading, writing, and discussion of primary sources; learn comparative history and the interpretative nature of history; 
	Topic:  What is History?  What is its relevance to everyday life?  

	3) Utilize appropriate information literacy skills in written and oral communication.
	Learn basic historical terms; learn the tools of historical investigation – how to ask historical questions; learn how to access information for research; develop ability to formulate a problem statement and to argue critically; 
	Active informed participation in discussions is expected. Demonstrate  knowledge and critical thinking skills through writing assignments   

	4) Understand the diversity of human experience and thought, individually and collectively.
	Learn about individuals and social groups focusing on class, race, ethnicity, & gender.
	Old Worlds; New Worlds; Mosaic of Eighteenth century America; 

	5) Apply knowledge and skills to contemporary problems and issues.
	Focus on connection between the past and the present; understand responsibilities of citizenship 
	Examine and explain the past and contrast with a current social, political, and/or economic event.
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