Testing Lab Proposal to Social Science Faculty

In accordance with department policy, we are sending this proposal to all faculty a week IN ADVANCE of the November 10th Department Meeting so that the issue can be discusses and voted on by all members at that meeting.

As you know, the Social Science Testing Lab is staffed by student workers (either Learn and Earn or Workstudy Students), which is NOT an ideal situation for test security and service to students.  We are making great efforts to provide the best service to students and faculty possible, given the current conditions.  Therefore, to deal with one issue of importance, the Social Science Testing Lab Coordinator would like to propose that no students taking exams in the lab, written or computer, be able to use notes or notecards during exams.

Problems include:

· Test environment security - Students are able to copy exam questions on ANY piece of paper or notecard that they bring into the lab.

· Collection of cards - The present policy is not specific about whether notecards are collected by testing lab staff for some or all of the exams, whether cards are given to instructors after the exam, or whether student produced notes/notecards remain with the students themselves after taking an exam.

· Notecard Size uniformity - Presently, note card specifications include 3x5 cards, 4x6 cards, 1 sheet of paper, some one-sided only, some double-sided, etc.  It is NOT POSSIBLE for lab to monitor this level of specificity.

Of course, instructors who wish to allow their students to use notecards may proctor their own exams during their regularly scheduled class days and times.

We are asking for a simple yes or no vote.  Yes, allow students to use notecards in the testing lab or No, do not allow this practice to continue.

If the vote concludes with a NO majority, the Testing Lab will begin to enforce this policy starting Winter 2005 term, so as not to cause confusion with current practices and to allow instructors to make appropriate arrangements for their classes NEXT term

If the vote concludes with a YES majority, we are also asking that the department members present can come to an agreement on the size and sides of the notecard allowed, such as ONE 3x5 card, double sided.

