WebCT to Moodle presentation notes

Joe Escobar – Faculty Webmaster (along with Mere and Jeffrey)


8 years – love my job


Teaching history since 1989 (both high school and college)


Many of you know me as WebCT admin from 2004-2005

I am all about efficiency and technology

I’ll try my best not to “sell” you on Moodle, since it has already been adopted


But the efficiency  gains are fabulous (in my opinion)

Recent development s at Lane Community College


Students required to provide email addresses ($50,000/year savings)


This is important for the Moodle messaging system

You will have to make some adaptations in this WebCT to Moodle conversion

We will keep what works


David Walton’s ExpressLane logins (best thing to happen to WebCT)

What you DO NOT have control over


Dual messaging system – internal and external  (GOOD)


The “flat” nature of the Moodle page



So much verbage on how to navigate your course in WebCT

What you DO have control over



Just about everything else

Simple changes

WebCT Discussions are called Forums in Moodle

No scoring of discussion posts for gradebook

WebCT Add/Edit a page tool is the same as Moodle Add Resource

Text blocks (upper and lower) are Moodle labels or even HTML blocks

Content Module does both static pages and multiple ones, like Moodle Book Activity

Organizer pages are simply place holders for other groups of pages.  

They are icon heirarchies.  No real equivalent in Moodle other than listing a Directory (resource)

Course Menu is always available, like Moodle courseblocks, like Admin menu

File Manager in WebCT is similar to Files link in Moodle

LET’S CREATE A COURSE (on the practice server)

Student homepages are Moodle edit profile (and perhaps the file sharing block from HSU)

Selective release in WebCT can be by student, whereas in Moodle the closest thing is by visibility by date

WebCT can download all student files at once.  Moodle does not.

Organizer pages can be replicated if an instructor uses Moodle topics format, or more elegantly if they simply refer to the ACTIVITIES block

WebCT self test is simply an unscored Moodle Quiz

WebCT quiz icon must be linked to an already created quiz (done in Quiz editor).  Step not needed in Moodle

Student tips in WebCT - Moodle has not equivalent, but you could use the glossary

These tips pop up when student logs in.

Assignments are NOT linked to the course calendar.

Image database?  Just a directory of images.

Control Panel Stuff

Track Pages simply counts page hits (Moodle does not have this explicitely)

Manage Students = Gradebook

Can't edit individual scores like you can in Moodle with Gradebookplus update

