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Faculty self-evaluation

I have been a classroom instructor since 1989.  The challenges posed by teaching students of varying ability levels are numerous, but I have the ability to adapt my teaching style to include elements which appeal to a wide range of students.  Specifically, my ability to organize has produced syllabi, class materials, and focused lectures which clearly outline course requirements and student expectations.

I am committed to making the study of history relevant to students today.  I endeavor constantly to make my classroom a thought-provolking, productive, and encouraging learning environment.  The subject matter is always prepared and taught with empathy and enthusiasm.  I also prepare multiple ways in which to deliver information in my classes, either via lecture, student discussion, video clip, overhead/Elmo projector, PowerPoint, and web delivered pages/links/presentations.

I have every student evaluate my teaching for each class every term.  Their input supports my claims that I am always available for help, both in and out of class, via email, voicemail, or in person.  I pride myself on my commitment to serve students first.

As to areas of improvement, I believe that all good instructors should have a few.  Specifically, I need to work at slowing down the tempo of my speech during lectures.  I have been improving in this area as I read student body language and facial expressions.  Students do a fine job of letting you know when things are going a bit too fast.

In addition, as an enthusiastic historian, I often find myself having too much material which I would like to share with my students.  I always have more material than my 80 minute class time will allow, and although I do make cuts, deletions, and adaptations, perhaps, at times, material may seem to be too rushed or “crammed”.

Finally, I have begun my first online class this term.   There is much to learn and too much to list in this short self evaluation.  Suffice it to say, that without a physical presence and lacking the body language, facial expressions, and group dynamic that comes with a traditional class, all of these “clues” are lacking in an online class.  It is an entirely different animal, and I look forward to improving what I do on a term by term basis.
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1. Serve as Faculty Webmaster.

2. Serve as defacto “expert” on the AV equipment in CEN408

3. Serve as member of the Student Technology Fee Committee

4. Serve as member of the Technology Council Governance Committee

5. Continue to actively participate in my church

