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Moodle Intermediate Workshop

Forums, Quizzes, and Gradebook 

You are encouraged to share your successes and learning experiences with attendees.

Questions you should answer from the START

Type of Class - Traditional, Hybrid, Online

Weekly Format – Ease of navigation

Showing and Hiding – pedagogical question

Forums

Review of Basic “Types” from Beginner’s Workshop

· Announcement

· Student only

· Assignment/Graded

“Advanced” Forums

· Each person posts one discussion (organization)

· Q & A forum (encourage originality)
Forums and Groups

· Must decide BEFORE activity begins

· Create Groups

1. Instructor must be a member of each group

· Instructor posts to EACH group separately

Quizzes – A two step operation – categories and quizzes

STEP ONE

Navigation – Use the Questions link to manipulate questions

 “To import, or not to import” (that is the first question)

Formats for importing

· Aiken – if you already have tests in Microsoft Word

Hint: The word ANSWER: must be in ALL CAPS

Hint: Format True/False questions like Multiple Choice with A & B answers only

· Blackboard & WebCT – from the publishers

· Other formats – experiment on your own
Question Types


Many types to choose from - experiment on your own

Some will import well (MC & TF), some will not

Sorting questions by AGE

Organization of question pools/banks is important

· Use categories – separate by chapters or tests

· Do NOT publish categories

STEP 2

Navigation – Create a quiz, then click the quiz name to modify

“To be secure, or not to be secure” (that is the 2nd question)

The MANY settings of the quiz update page

· Start and stop dates (show and hide?)
· Time limit (old browser problems)
· Questions per page – leave set to unlimited

· Shuffling questions vs. within questions (watch out for “all of the above” questions)

· Building on last attempt, adaptive mode, apply penalties – experiment on your own
· Checkboxes – VERY IMPORTANT

· Show quiz in secure window (browser problems)
· Passwords and IP addresses

Gradebook

The BIG question… Do you use Points or Weighted Grades?
Assumptions – You know that

· Scores are automatically “created & connected” between Moodle activities and the gradebook

· You can create your own gradebook column by using a Offline Activity Assignment as a placeholder

· Revealing the students grades as the term progresses is desirable

Moodle Grades

Scores are automatically “created/attached/connected” between assignments/activities and the gradebook

Gradebook “Tabs”

· Manage Graded Events – don’t use
· Grade Exceptions – experiment on your own
· Set Grade Letters – unique to instructor and class
· Set Weights – use for weighted grades
· HINT – use “not counted” category, and check hidden, to prevent assignments from being factored in to current grade
· Set Categories – must use for weighted grades
· HINT – Whether using weighted grades or points, create a “not counted” category in order to reveal actual student grades as the term progresses.
· Set Preferences – determines what both you and the student will see when viewing the gradebook
· Display Weighted Grades – NO
· Display Point – to everyone
· Display Percents – at end of term?
· Display Letter Grades – to everyone
· Letter Grade – VERY IMPORTANT
· Use Percent if you points
· Use  Weighted if you use weights
· Reprint Headers – for large # of students (or if you use metacourses)
· Show Hidden Items – usually NO
· Edit Grades – You can directly edit ONLY some Moodle activities (Assignments - yes, Forums – no)
What the Student Sees – Important

Showing and hiding assignments affects what is viewable by the students in the gradebook

If you have a unique grading method, such as dropping lowest scores, offering extra credit, makeup work, penalty points, etc – contact a Faculty Webmaster
Other Helpful Hints and Suggestions

· Tabbed browsing in Firefox

· Hide (eyeball icon) assignments while you are manually grading them)

· Moodle profile – you must re-create (with photo) each term

· End of term – make course unavailable to students

· Moodle Resource Labels as messages

· http://moodle.org - more than 1,500,000 colleagues
