What's New in Moodle 1.9 - Notes
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Non-editing teacher  Non-editing teachers can teach in courses and grade students, but may not alter activities.

Student  stydents generally have less privileges within a course.

Guest Guests have minimal privileges and usually can not enter text anywhere.

Users





Screenshots taken using Moodle 1.9 with "custom_corners" Theme (Administration Block - Settings - Force theme)
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*  Roles 

Permissions based on fine-grained capabilities allow all kinds of roles to be created and assigned in all contexts around Moodle. This creates a great deal more flexibility in the permissions that you can grant to people. 
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* Tabbed Browsing
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Use your web browser tabs to help make multiple changes of similar items. (eg. Assignment due dates, points, gradebook ID)
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* Drag & Drop Interface

AJAX is COOL - drag and drop blocks, weeks, topics, activities, &resources
* Advanced uploading of files – replaces Upload and Review and Upload Multiple assignments
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Some pages are layed out differently (more intuitively, fewer screens, see assignment)
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Assignments - hiding instructions until the proper time is easy and automated - no clicking of the eyeball icon necessary - see the assignment update line 

Hide description before available date
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* Adding Notes to yourself - on students or on your course

FYI - Notes can be added to assignments, BY students (if you’d like - Allow Notes)
* Block - Section Links - tired of scrolling?
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* Gradebook

Completely rewritten from scratch for speed and flexibility. The new gradebook consists of plugins for reports, imports and exports. There are a number of standard reports which are useful for graders, students etc. The grader report allows you to treat the gradebook much more like a spreadsheet with manual editing, calculations, aggregations, weighting, locking, hiding, textual notes and so on. 

YOU WILL USE THESE TWO MOST OFTEN

Report Plugins - Grader report

Edit - Category and Items

Unique ID Number for each graded item
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An ID number is absolutely required/ necessary for any assignment/forum/graded activity item to appear in the new Gradebook

IMPORTANT CHANGES

Show/hide assignment (using the eyeball icon on the course homepage) does NOT hide that grade in the students’ gradebook.

Offline activities - no longer needed for simple, non-Moodle, in-class, on-paper grade book entries.  You can simply Add Grade Item.  (on the Admin Block – Grades – View: Categories and items page)

Can you change the column order in the gradebook - YES

Preferences tab - Set letter grades

You can override grades for a specific student... nice (no more "playing" with the math).

To edit grades, TURN EDITING ON
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How do you grade??? POINTS vs. WEIGHTED GRADES
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FYI - If some changes don't seem to "stick", Log out and log back in.

