Instructional Technology Center (ITC)

The recurring vision of the ITC is to provide a State-of-the-Art resource center for faculty and staff to learn and use technology as an instructional resource.  The center provides specialized (costly) equipment and software plus the necessary training and support, creating a centralized resource and thereby preventing the need for departments to purchase similar resources independently.

History:
The ITC was initially funded by a one-time grant in 1994.  Since that time less than $20,000 has been used to upgrade the various software, hardware, and equipment leaving this recourse center at a level that is  “Less than State-of-the-Art.  The Center currently hosts well over sixty faculty and staff members throughout the year, averaging 500+ visits of up to several hours per visit.  The multi-media and related instructional resource and skills developed during these visits impacts 3,700 students who are using or are instructed by these instructional materials.  

Present:
The ITC has moved to its new location in the Workforce Training Center (WTC).  With this move into a more suitable lab additional equipment is needed to update the current technology–hardware and software. The additional space, and especially the new responsibility of the ITC to provide WebCt group training and curriculum development for both online and lecture presentations, makes this equipment update and maintenance even more imperative.  

Request:
The following are areas where the ITC request addresses both the Technical Fund management and funding criteria:

· The ITC request of $22,000 would adequately upgrade both the existing and expanding needs for WebCt training.

· The increased use of multi-media and WebCt related courseware would expand student access to the existing technology.

· Both the faculty and staff use of the ITC and their resultant course materials will impact students.

· The ITC is in alignment with the college plans to provide an infrastructure for faculty to improve their instructional modality through technology.

· The ITC supports, for faculty and staff, the Technology Vision and Guiding Principles and is in direct response to many of the principles sponsored throughout the SLI projects.

· The college’s new site-license for WebCt has challenged the ITC to acquire and maintain the necessary facilities and equipment to provide the appropriate training for faculty and staff.

· The college has pledged to incorporate technology into it teaching environment, encouraging innovation and creativity for the classroom.

· The ITC is also requesting an $11,500 recurring budget to maintain the expanded software and hardware necessary to provide a State-of-the-Art facility and resource for the faculty and staff whose needs are as progressive as the technology demands.
