
	
	Health Records Technology/Medical Transcription/Certified Coding Associate


Memo

To:
Stephen Pruch, AVP for Information Technology

From:
Carrie Fairchild, RHIT

CC:
Matt Schubert

Date:
11/7/2002
Re:
Request for funding via Technology Fee

I am requesting new funding from the TACT to purchase 22 Horus Development foot pedals from Martel Electronics for use in the Family & Health Careers computer lab (HEA 250).  Each foot pedal costs $49.50 for a total cost of $1089 plus shipping and handling.  

These foot pedals will allow medical transcription students to operate the new digital dictation system that was purchased this past summer.  Medical transcription classes are offered each term (typically two sections each term) and we can accommodate a maximum of 25 students in the classroom.  The addition of the digital dictation system allows students more access to the dictation throughout the term thus increasing access to classroom information and dictation at their convenience.  

This is a new technology for our division but one in which the medical industry is moving towards fairly rapidly.  We will be able to graduate students who have received education in the newest technology available so they will be better prepared to enter the workforce.  These foot pedals are required to operate the new digital dictation system, which provides basic training for students with no prior experience with authentic physician dictation by body systems, combined with coordinated readings and exercises by medical specialty.  It teaches students to transcribe actual medical dictation - complete with variables in dictation style and punctuation as well as genuine distractions such as hospital noises and background voices.  We will also be able to convert the aging audiotapes, which are in need of replacement, that are currently used for Medical Transcription 1 & 2 classes into a digital format.  This will allow us to eliminate the need to purchase expensive audiotapes as well as avoid replacement of several of the transcribers that are in various states of disrepair.  
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