FUNDING REQUESTS
Send requests for funding to the AVP for Information Technology. Requests should be brief and include:

*
A description of the need or intended use
The current SLI Testing Server (not the Web Account server that was replaced with G4 last year) is a 6+ year old PowerMac 9650 with an old G3 upgrade card.  It runs online computer testing for all instructors on the campus, from Science to Welding to Social Science.  The new testing software version needs to run on a Mac OSX server, but OSX can only be installed on a native G3/G4 box, not one with an upgrade card.  We would like to both modernize and save precious real estate in the server room by replacing this machine with a rack mountable Macintosh Xserve machine.

*
A description of the benefit to students and the number of students who will benefit
Computerized testing at Lane is growing and is set for exponential growth coinciding with Lane's move to the new Banner system.  Currently 12 instructors use this machine to serve computerized tests to over 1500 students.  Instructor interest is high and we expect this number to double this academic year alone.  Lane currently offers no other online testing solution for teachers and students.

*
A description of how this use fits in with other unit or college technology plans
Computerized testing at Lane began many years ago and was a custom program that ran on the HP3000 mainframe.  That system had many limitations (including the need for a computer services programmer to do all of the work in order to "load" individual test questions for instructors).  The new software, TestPilot (www.clearlearning.com) was created by instructors for instructors, is entirely web-based, and puts the work responsibility and account management directly in the hands of the instructor. The SLI ITI project originally purchased this software on an experimental basis about 3 years ago, and it has grown in use to it present "production" status

*
Identify the request as new or continuing
Computer Services has been an enthusiastic supporter of instructor-led technology initiatives at Lane for many years. This request for a new computer server is simply a continuance of that tradition.  The new server will most likely have a technology "life" similar to that of your other production servers.

*
A cost estimate, including any unit resources being applied to this use
On this matter, time is of the essence (September 20th ordering deadline).  I recently received this following email.

***

Joe,

If you've considered testing an Xserve in your department at Lane Community College, (Apple new 1U rack mounted UNIX based) now is a great time to bring that unit in! Now through September 20th., your department can order one Xserve unit for $1,999. That's $500 off the regular Apple Education Price.

***

The funds being requested are $1999.

Part Number:  M8627LL/A - $1999

Xserve 1GHz

• 1GHz PowerPC G4

• 256MB DDR SDRAM - 1 DIMM

• 60GB Ultra ATA - 7200rpm - Bay 1

• CD-ROM drive

• Gigabit Ethernet Card

• ATI Graphics Card

• Mac OS X Server, Unlimited License

We will gladly rely on Thad Cowdin, Dale Duvall, and other Computer Services experts for recommendations on these optional accessories, which would increase the amount of the requested funding.

Optional Accessories:

Apple Drive Module for Xserve - 60GB - M8791G/C - $314

Apple Drive Module for Xserve - 120GB - M8792G/C - $449

Apple Memory Module - 256MB PC2100 SDRAM DDR266 - M8686G/B - $135

Apple Memory Module - 512MB PC2100 SDRAM DDR266 - M8687G/B - $270

Apple System Engineer Xserve Setup (4hrs) - D1583LL/A - $700
