April 24, 2003

Re: Mary Harwood

To whom it may concern,

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation for Mary Harwood. I have the rewarding opportunity in knowing Mary as a friend and a religious education teacher and am truly excited about her choice to go into the teaching profession.  I served as her teacher’s aide at a summer camp for children last year.  Although I have been an instructor for 14 years, it has been with high school and college aged students.  I can truly say that Mary possesses a natural talent for teaching and working with young children.  It was a privilege working with her and I look forward to it again this summer.

Mary exhibits a sense of responsibility not common enough in this day and age. She is a very self-motivated person, and consistently challenges herself to meet her maximum potential. I have personally witnessed, numerous times, that when a group of people meet to perform a task, Mary rises to the occasion to lead the group.  By both her own initiative and the appreciation of the groups’ members, she is always acknowledged as someone who can get the job done. Mary’s genuine desire to succeed will make her among the most exemplary candidates for future excellence.

Mary has excellent interactive skills with her peers and with children.  Her ability to make others feel welcome and comfortable is encouraging and commendable. She is conscientious about her own performance, yet is thoughtful in dealing with others. Mary is also very exciting to converse with because she will ask pertinent questions when she needs to know something or have a concept clarified. I never left a conversation with her feeling that the time or discussion had been without purpose. 

I consider Mary to be a prime candidate for success in her continuing education and any future career she chooses. I not only recommend her for this scholarship without any reservation, but I believe her to be a preferred candidate for your consideration. She has demonstrated the qualities of a true leader. If chosen as a recipient of this scholarship, Mary would be a credit to the donor and shining example of educational funding well spent.

Sincerely,

Joseph G. Escobar

Instructor - Social Science

Lane Community College

