February 3, 2004

To whom it may concern,

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation for Kevin Olberding.  I had the rewarding opportunity to have Kevin as a student in several of my history courses at Lane Community College during the 2002/2003 academic year, at which time he received some of the highest grades in what proved to be very challenging courses. Kevin is a very self-motivated student, and consistently challenges himself to meet his maximum potential.  At a time when many college students are so very grade conscious and often consider sacrificing true academic understanding for symbolic recognition, Kevin consistently chooses to exceed the expectations of his coursework for his own educational and personal growth.  Having taught many students over the last decade, I can honestly say that Kevin 's genuine desire to succeed will make him among the most exemplary candidates for future excellence.

In the classroom, Kevin 's ability to comprehend the subject matter far above the superficial, objective level is encouraging and commendable.  His sound sense of reason and confident articulation of ideas and his clarity, thoughtfulness, and attention to detail is evident in his written papers. Kevin is also one of those students who is very exciting to teach because he is consistently prepared for the day’s lesson. I never left a conversation with him feeling that the time or discussion had been without purpose.
I consider Kevin to be a prime candidate for success in his continuing education and any future career he chooses.  I not only recommend him for this scholarship without any reservation, but I believe him to be a preferred candidate for your consideration. He has demonstrated the qualities of a true collegian. If chosen as a recipient of this scholarship, Kevin would be a credit to the donor and shining example of educational funding well spent.

Sincerely,

Joseph G. Escobar

Instructor - Social Science

Lane Community College

