January 22, 2001

To Whom It May Concern,
It is with pleasure that I write this letter of support for Natasha Donnelly.  I feel very qualified to comment on her nurturing ways and parenting skills only because I myself became a parent for the first time three years ago, and again just four months ago.  I now know what it is to live my life for others.  My children are my highest priority.

I first met Natasha and her children Evan, Liz, and Forrest, about a year ago.  Natasha’s father and I teach together in the Social Science Department at Lane Community College.  Her youngest, Forrest, is about the same age as my daughter Hannah.  They became almost instant friends and are presently attending daycare together at LCC.  Needless to say, our families see one another frequently.

I am aware of the situation in which Natasha and her husband find themselves.  While I know that divorce is very difficult for the children, I can comment positively on how Natasha is continuing to serve her children as their mother.  She cares deeply about her children’s happiness, and although the Forrest is too young to fully understand what is happening, Evan and Liz are surely having the more difficult time adjusting, although it is not that evident anymore.  Changing homes, schools, and friends is a tough enough challenge for youngsters, and the family has voluntarily and proactively sought help through counseling.  All of the children certainly seem to be adjusting quite well.

Natasha is very fortunate to have returned to Eugene, Oregon and to be surrounded by a wonderful help network of family and friends, including myself.  My wife and I have only lived in Oregon for five years, four years out of town and just one year in town.  We have no family and presently, few friends in the area.  Importantly, we do not hesitate to leave our children in Natasha’s competent care when a need arises.  This speaks volumes to what we think of her personally and as single mother to a wonderful family.  If I can be of further help, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Respectfully,
Joe Escobar
History Instructor
Lane Community College
541.747.4501 extension 2581
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