October 5, 2000

Dear Jose Ortal, 

Thank you for your interest in serving as a part-time instructor for history and the social science department.  Your materials have been received and reviewed by the department chair and contracted faculty members.  

You can indeed be certified to serve as a part-time history instructor at Lane Community College, due to your completed master's degree in history.  However, this department would be likely to fill its needs with a part-time instructor pool with applicants who have recent teaching experience in the subjects they would be teaching. 
At present, new Latin American history courses have already been developed and are presently being taught by a contracted faculty member. Most of Oregon's community colleges offer Latin American history as a one-term survey course.  Your desire to develop and teach a three term Latin American history sequence would clearly overlap our present offerings.  Moreover, the faculty members believe that your proposed three term sequence is more upper division in nature... not quite the charge for a community college.  Lane Community College's emphasis on lower division, survey, and transferable credit courses to four year institutions, such as the University of Oregon, Oregon State University, or Portland State University, is more in line with our institution's mission to serve as a stepping stone to a bachelor's degree.  Historically, Lane Community College has not offered courses which directly compete with such four year schools by offering class's similar to their upper division classes.  
If the need for a part-time faculty instructor in the area of Latin American history arises, and you would like us to keep your application on file for consideration, please notify our office.  

Thank you, 

The History Faculty
