MEMO

TO:
All persons connected with College Now history classes
FROM: 
Ken Murdoff and history faculty

DATE:
December 18, 2002

RE: 
Developing and implementing a qualitative and quantitative standard for CN history classes.

This is meant to address concerns and questions regarding the information packet sent to CN history 

Instructors. As stated (see attached packet) we wanted to clarify expectations that were outlined in the

articulation agreement signed for the 2002-03 academic year. Apparently we succeeded in creating more

confusion and we apologize for that. We have two primary concerns about the history classes now offered

in the CN program. First, the quality and academic level of the course content, and secondly we want 

students to leave our CN history courses feeling confident in the coursework and credit they have earned.

To that end we are creating a standard by which these goals can be attainable, measurable, and non-

discriminatory to our CN history students, as well as our students on the main campus. We propose 

modifications that will produce beneficial results for all concerned.  



Improvements/Standards we will implement: 

1. Minimum Grade Standard---We suggested a minimum of 70% grade on the final exit exam to receive credit for the 2002-03 school year. For the 2003-04 school year we will require that CN history students pass at a minimum of 80%, or B grade to receive LCC credit—as is the case for most articulation courses. Ninety-nine percent of our history students on the main campus are high school graduates enrolled in a college class for college credit, which they receive if they earn a C in the class. High school students are not in a college class—one of the reasons AP courses require a test for college credit to be awarded. It is not our intention to set a higher standard for our CN history students. We want to set a standard that will benefit those students. We feel it is important for them to possess the knowledge enabling them to pass an exit exam at the 80% to receive LCC credit.

2. Accelerated Courses---The decision to not allow accelerated courses was made by all of the historians in the interest of the students and to maintain the quality of our history courses. It is unfair and unrealistic to expect high school students to spend the required hours for a course (2-3 hours out of class for every hour in class) when they have at least four other classes in addition to any extra-curricular activities they may be involved in. Summer term classes are accelerated but most students only take one or two courses at a time thus giving them ample time to study. Although they fill a niche under tight circumstances, teachers and students agree they are not the ideal learning situation. Distance Learning courses are not offered in accelerated format. There are sound learning principles that indicate accelerated classes are not optimal so even though it is both possible and profitable to offer Distance Learning classes in accelerated format instructors and Distance Learning staff agree they would not be beneficial.

3. Offering CN history courses to high school seniors---In reference to the Oregon OARs statement that Duel Credit Academic courses be available to juniors and seniors, the key word is available. It is not mandatory. In our information letter we stated that “with few exceptions” history classes would be offered to only to seniors. One of the high school teachers candidly expressed concern about the number of juniors in the class. This teacher said they had to “dumb down the class”. This does not serve our students or the reputation of our college.

For the benefit of all students we should minimize the number of students in the CN history classes who are not seniors.

The standard we are trying to set and achieve for our CN history students has come about because of concerns about the academic level and quality of most of our CN history classes. We have communicated these concerns with the teachers and some changes have been implemented such as using the same textbooks. But there is still work to be done. High school teachers have inherent constraints that can limit their ability to teach these classes. Recognizing this and making improvements will enable them to teach a college history class and insist on college level responses from their students. We realize that there has not been enough oversight by the history department and we want to rectify that in a manner that will be equitable and beneficial for students, teachers and the college.     
