James M. McPherson’s 
Suggested Reader for US History
1493-1768

1493 
Columbus, Christopher -  excerpt from Christpoher Columbus: Four Voyages to the New World: Letters and Selected Documents

1493 Alexander VU (Pope) -  Inter Caetera

1525 Alvarado, Pedro de - Excerpt from An Account of the Conquest of Guatemala in 1524

1539 Niza, Marcos de  - The Story of the Expedition to the Seven Cities of Cibola (New Mexico)

1540 Coronado, Francisco -  Vasquez de, The Search for the Seven Cities

1552 Las Casas, Bartolome de -  Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies

1576 Hakluyt, Richard – Excerpt of a Discourse concerning Western Planting
1609 Powhatan – Speech of Powhatan to John Smith

1621 Bradford, William – Excerpt from Of Plymouth Plantation

1624 Smith, John – General Historie of Virginia, Book IV (1624)

1639 Connecticut Government – Fundamental Orders of Connecticut

1640 Massachusetts Government – Massachusetts Body of Liberties

1644 Williams, Roger – Excerpt from the Bloudy Tenant of Persecution

1649 General Assembly of Maryland – An Act concerning Religion

1650 Hobbes, Thomas – Leviathan

1680 Unknown – An Act to Repeal a Former Law Making Indians and Others Free

1680 Governor of New Mexico – An Account of the Pueblo Revolt of 1680

1690 Locke, John – Two Treatises on Government

1692
Unknown – The Examination of Martha Corey
1692
Good Sarah – The Examination of Sarah Good before the Worshipful Esqrs. John Hathorne and Jonathan Corwin

1773 Franklin, Benjamin – Maxims from Poor Richard’s Almanac
1740 Pinckney, Eliza Lucas – Letter Describing Plantation Life in South Carolina

1754 Franklin, Benjamin – Albany Plan of Union

1761 – 1788

1763 King George III – The Royal Proclamation of 1763

1765   
Unknown – Accounts of Stamp Act Riots in Various Newspapers

1765   
Parliament – The Stamp Act, 1765

1766   
Parliament – Townshend Revenue Act, 1767
1768  
Adams, Samuel – Massachusetts Circular Letter

1770
Tudor, John – An Eyewitness Describes the Boston Massacre
1773 
Hodgdon, Alexander – Description of the Boston Tea Party
1774  
Parliament – The Massachusetts Government Act

1774   
Continental Congress – Declaration of Colonial Rights and Grievances

1775
Henry, Patrick – Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death Speech

1775   
Warren, Joseph; Smith, Francis – Battle of Lexington, American and 
British Accounts

1775  
Continental Congress – Declarationof the Causes and Necessity of 
Taking Up Arms

1775  
King George III – Proclamation of Rebellion

1776  
Mason, George – Virginia Declaration of Rights

1776  
Paine, Thomas – Excerpt of Common Sense

Jefferson, Thomas and the Continental Congress – Declaration of Independence

1780-82 Hamilton, Alexander and Robert Morris – Criticisms of the Articles of Confederation

1781
Unknown – Articles of Confederations

1873
Copper, David – A Serious Address to the Rulers of American, on the Inconsistency of Their Conduct Respecting Slavery

1787
Unknown – Constitution of the United States

1787
U.S. Congress – The Northwest Ordinance of 1787

1788
Madison, James – The Federalist No. 10

1789-1860

1789
Equiano, Olaudah – Exerpt from The Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, the African

1790
Washington, George – First Inaugural Address in the City of New York

1791
Jefferson, Thomas – Jefferson on the Constitutionality of the Bank

1794
Jones, Absalom and Richard Allen – A Narrative of the Proceedings of the Colored People of Philadelphia

1798
Jefferson, Thomas – The Kentucky Resolutions

1803
Marshall, John – Marbury v. Madison

1804
Lewis, Meriwether, and Clark, William – The Journals of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition

1808
U.S. Congress – Act to Prohibit the Importation of Slaves, 1808

1819
Marshall, John – McCulloch v. Maryland

Willard, Emma – An Address to the Public; Particularly to the Members of the Legislature of New York, Proposing a Plan for Improving Female Education

1822
Unknown – Excerpt from the Denmark Vesey Trial Record: The Trial of 
Peter Poyas

1824 
Marshall, John – Gibbons v. Ogden

1830   
Speckled Snake (Cherokee) – Response Concerning Indian Removal

1831 
Marshall, John – Cherokee Nation v. Georgia

1831   
Gray, Thomas – The Confessions of Nat Turner

1832
Jackson, Andrew – Jackson Vetoes the Second Bank of the United States

1835
Larcom, Lucy – Excerpt from a New England Girlhood

1836 
Grimke, Angelina – Appeal to the Christian Women of the South

1838 
Purvis, Robert – Appeal of Forty Thousand Citizens Threatened with Disfranchisement to the People of Pennsylvania

1839
Weld, Theodore – Excerpts from American Slavery As It Is

1845
O’Sullivan, John Louis – Annexation

1847
Wilmot, David – Wilmot Defends His Proviso

1848
Stanton, Elizabeth Cady – Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments

1851
Truth, Sojourner (a.k.a. Isabella Baumfree) Ain’t I a Woman?

1852
Stowe, Harriet Beecherm – Excerpts from Uncle Tom’s Cabin

1854
Fitzhugh, George – Excerpts of Sociology for the South

1854
Sumner, Charles – Excerpts of the Crime Against Kansas

1858
Lincoln, Abraham – “House Divided” Speech

1858
Lincoln, Abraham – On the Dred Scott Decision

1860
Buchanan, James – Fourth State of the Union Address

1861-1877

1861
Lincoln, Abraham – First Inaugural Address

1861
Davis, Jefferson – Inaugural Address

1861
Taney, Roger – Excerpt of Ex Parte Merryman

1861
Unknown – The Confederate Constitution

1862
Douglass, Fredrick – The Slaveholders’ Rebellion: An Address Delivered in Himrod’s, New York, on 4 July

1863
Douglass, Fredrick - Men of Color, Call to Arms

1863
Lincoln, Abraham – Gettysburg Address

1863
Lincoln, Abraham – Proclamation of Amnesty

1863
Lincoln, Abraham – Emancipation Proclamation

1865
Lincoln, Abraham – Second Inaugural Address

1865
Grant, Ulysses S.; Lee, Robert E. – Grant and Lee’s Correspondence Learning to Surrender

1865
U.S. Congress – The Thirteenth Amendment

1866
Johnson, Andrew – Civil Rights Bill Veto

1867
Douglass, Fredrick – Appeal to Congress for Impartial Suffrage

1868
U.S. Congress – Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution
1869
Higginson, Thomas Wentworth – Excerpt from Army Life in a Black Regiment

1870
U.S. Congress – U.S. Constitution, Fifteenth Amendment

1871
U.S. Congress – Ku Klux Klan Act

1871
U.S. Congress – Civil-Rights Enforcement Acts

1876
Stanton, Elizabeth Cady – Declaration of Rights for Women

1878-1920

1879 Miles, Nelson (Gen.) Excerpt from The Indian Problem
1880 Jackson, Helen Hunt – Excerpt of a Century of Dishonor

1882 Congress – Chinese Exclusion Act, 1882

1886 Grady, Henry W. – Excerpt from Henry W. Grady’s Speech on the New South

1890 Mahan, Alfred Thayer – Excerpt from The Influence of Sea Power upon History, 1660-1783

1890 Riis, Jacob A. Excerpt from How the Other Half Lives

1891 Lease, Mary Elizabeth – Women in the Farmer’s Alliance

1901 Washington, Booker T. – Excerpt from Up from Slavery: 1
1904 Steffens, Lincoln – Excerpt from The Shame of the Cities

1905 Plunkitt, George Washington – Political Corruption in the City

1906 Sinclair, Upton – Excerpt from The Jungle

1910 Du Bois, W.E.B. – Editorial about the NAACP

1910 Addams, Jane – Excerpt from Twenty Years at Hull-House

1910 Roosevelt, Theodore – Excerpt from The New Nationalism

1912  
Party of America – Socialist Party Platform of 1912

1913 
Wilson, Woodrow – Excerpt from The New Freedom

1913  
U.S. Congress – Sixteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

1914  
U.S. Congress – Seventeenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

1917
Wilson, Woodrow – Wilson Asks Congress for War

1917 
La Follette, Robert M., Sr.  – Senator La Follette Speaks Out Against the War

1918  
Wilson, Woodrow – America’s War Aims: The Fourteen Points
1919  
U.S. Congress – The Eighteenth Amendment

1921-1945

1921 
U.S. Congress – Debate on Immigration

1925  
Locke, Alain – The New Negro

1925
Bryan, William Jennings – Excerpt from Undelivered Address in the Scopes Trial

1927
Vanzetti, Bartolomeo – Vanzetti’s Last Statement
1933 
Roosevelt, Franklin D. – Fireside Chat on the Purposes of the Recovery Program

1933
Roosevelt, Franklin D. – Fireside Chat Outlining the New Deal

1937
Roosevelt, Franklin D. – FDR’s Second Inaugural Address

1946-1974

1946
Kennan, George F. – The Long Telegram

1947
Marshall, George C. – Speech at Harvard University, June 5, 1947

1948
Truman, Harry S. – Desegregation of the U.S. Armed Forces

1950
Unknown – Discussion between President Harry S. Truman and Douglas MacArthur

1951
MacArthur, Douglas – Farewell Speech to the Joint Houses of the U.S. Congress, April 19, 1951

1952
U.S. Congress – Excerpt of the Immigration and Naturalization Act

1954
U.S. Senate – Hearings, June 9, 1954

1956
Unknown – The Southern Declaration on Integration

1956
Robeson, Paul – Testimony at HUAC Hearings, June 12, 1956

1961
Eisenhower, Dwight D. – Farewell Address to the American People, January 17, 1961

1961
Kennedy, John F. – Statement by President John F. Kennedy on the Berlin Wall, August 24, 1961

1962
Kennedy, John F. – Televised address by President John F. Kennedy on the Cuban Missile Crisis, October 22, 1962

1964
U.S. Congress – Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, August 7, 1964

1964
U.S. Congress – Civil Rights Act of 1964

1965
U.S. Congress – Immigration Act of 1965

1966
National Organization for Women (NOW) – National Organization for Women Statement of Purpose (1966)

1966
Warren, Earl – Miranda v. Arizona

1967
Westmoreland, William C. – Speech to National Press Club, November 22, 1967

1968
Johnson, Lyndon B. – Speech, March 31, 1968

1969
Nixon, Richard M.  – Speech on Vietnamization, November 3, 1969

1970
Chisholm, Shirley St. Hill – Statement on Equal Rights Amendment by Rep. Shirley Chisholm

1971
U.S. Congress – U.S. Constitution, Twenty-sixth Amendment
1973
Bleckmun, Harry A. – Roe v. Wade

1974
Burger, Warren E. – United States v. Nixon

1975-2002

1975
Kissinger, Henry A. – Kissinger Appears before Congress with Emergency Aid Request for South Vietnam

1978
U.S. Supreme Court – University of California Regents v. Bakke

1979
Carter, Jimmy – President Carter’s Speech to the Nation, October 1, 1979

1983
Reagan, Ronald – President Ronald Reagan’s Address to the Nation on Defense and National Security, March 23, 1983

1986
Gorbachev, Mikhail – Statement on the Reykjavik Summit Meeting

1990
U.S. Congress – Hate Crimes Statistics Act
1991
Hill, Anita F. – Anita Hill Testimony on Nomination of Clarence Thomas

1992 
U. S. Congress – The Twenty-seventh Amendment

