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Student Evaluation of Instruction
This is an online version of the evaluation form which many students fill out towards the end of the
term in some of their courses. The opinions and feedback of students who are absent on the day the
survey is given are never gathered via the traditional "in-class" survey.  And, issuing a survey in
class, when it could so easily be done online, only takes away from valuable class time that should
be spent on the course material.  Finally, as you know, I will post these anonymous results on my
website for any future students to read before decided to take or remain in this history class with this
instructor.

The only module in Moodle which allows for completely anonymous student participation (even
though you are logged into Moodle with your L# and PIN) is this Questionnaire Activity, specifically
set to anonymous mode, which I have done.

For students who complete BOTH this survey AND the Hybrid Class Survey by the deadline of
Thursday of Finals Week at 5pm, I will add 1% to your final class grade for the term.  When you
submit the survey, it will automatically enter a "1" in the Moodle gradebook, signifying that you have
completed the survey.  The survey data does NOT match student names to their answers.  With this
nice feature, you can remain truly anonymous, BUT still receive the extra credit for turning in your
responses.

I hope you take advantage of this opportunity.

1 Rate the 12 questions below

Average rank N/A
(#)

Strongly
Agree

Agree Disagree
Strongly
Disagree

1. What was taught agreed with the
objectives stated in the catalog or
course outline.

1.3 0
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2. The instructor exhibited an
enthusiasm and interest in the
subject.

1.1 0

3. The instructor was
knowledgeable in the subject.

1.1 0

4. The instructor used class time
effectively.

1.2 0

5. Respected diff. genders,
religions, ethnic backgrounds,
class status, abilities and lifestyles.

1.2 0

6. The instructor encouraged
students to think.

1.4 0

7. The instructor's teaching
methods were effective in helping
me learn the material.

1.4 0

8. The instructor made an effort to
be available to students.

1.3 2

9. Helped students understand the
course material and find answers
to relevant questions.

1.3 0

10. The instructor was fair and
reasonable.

1.3 0

11. The instructor helped me
believe I could achieve my
potential in this course.

1.5 3

12. Overall, the instructor was
effective. Consider both limitations
and possibilities.

1.3 0

2 What did you like about the class?

# Response

1 I admired Joe's ability to explain both sides of a matter, while maintaining a
neutral position himself.

1 It was a nice well focused class with a professor who was able to stay on subject
and not go off on tangents while still making history seem like a somewhat
personal subject.

1 I liked how organized the instructor was. That helped me out a lot

1 I liked the use of the slides and videos along with the lecture.



1 I liked the enthusiasm a lot

1 No quizes in class, as long as you showed up everyday and did what was asked
your most likely going to pass.

1 I've always loved history, especially U.S. history, and this class made history
interesting.

1 Everything, I love Joe's teaching style

1 I liked how in class lectures and topics were interesting and I was able to
concentrate more on them then the book chapters.

1 I enjoyed the way the instructor explained all the slides and made connections
between what was happening at the time.

1 Joe was excited about history which made it less boring for me.

1 I enjoyed how enthusiastic Mr. Escobar was about the class material. It made me
excited to learn about history!

1 Class was A++

1 I love the forums. They are a great to way to expand on the subjects we learn
about. Not for the underachiever! I love how Escobar expands upon the book by
telling his own stories, showing us vacation (History nerd) photos, and showing
relative videos from other historians. He's rad!

1 I like that he is a history nerd like me and is the type of person who goes to as
many historical sites as possible and brings back with him some sort of trinket
from the historical gift shop. I also like how he knows everything that he is talking
about and has good discussions with his students in class.

1 I like that he is so enthusiastic about history. I really like history when I am in
class.

1 I thought that this class was very informative and that the videos that Joe played
were very helpful.

1 I learned alot and I enjoyed it! I learned alot of things about the government that i
missunderstood or didnt know at all. Even other things that were going on around
the states during these eras.

1 He was always on top of the assignments for Moodle. Also responded to all
emails within a day.

1 That the instructur took a non-biased approach to teaching history.

1 I enjoyed the course material and the professionalism with which it was taught.
You can tell from just one class session that Mr. Escobar takes his profession
seriously and enjoys teaching.

1 I found the the lectures to be interesting and the material was presented in a
thought provoking way.



1 As a history major, this class was very informative and Joe did an excellent job in
reminding me why I am a history major.

1 I liked that the class gave opportunities outside of the classroom, and text book to
learn more. I felt that the forums helped provide more information, and they added
more the overall class.

1 I like all the different forms of media that are used in class lectures. It keeps things
interesting when there is videos, charts, pictures and even current events that are
comparable to the time we are studying.

1 I enjoy the lectures because the teacher provided numerous ways to keep the
class attention.

1 I thought the instructors enthusiasm kept me engaged and I really enjoyed his
humor

1 Everything! Awesome class! The format of this course is designed very well.
Being able to take the quizzes multiple times really, really helps for the
midterm/final. The instructor is very fair to everyone's views and rarely comes
across as biased on anything, and admits when he does. There is just no reason
everyone can't get an A in this course.

1 i liked the lectures, joe really knows what hes talking about and shows it well.

1 The information was given interesting ways and videos were shown to help better
understand the material.

1 I liked the way that the information was given to me

1 The class lectures and forums

1 I liked the teaching style. Joe was so enthusiastic, it motivated me to do my best.

1 The teacher was amazing and I liked the online part of the class.

1 I enjoy the lectures. Everything you need is in them. Pay attention, take good
notes and you are sure to know the information for the test.

1 really liked the forums, the forums really made me have to think and use my brain.

1 I liked that I knew exactly what to expect each wee. In terms of what would be
due, and all the material that we would go over.

1 I loved the enthusiasm Escobar had for history. A teacher who truly enjoys the
subject they teach always makes a class more enjoyable. He is a great instructor
and would love to take another class from him!

1 I liked how structured and organized the instructor was during the term.

1 Almost everything. The instructor was both knowledgeable and engaging to the
point where showing up to class was a sincere pleasure. Every day I knew I would
learn, be entertained, and that my voice would be heard if I had any questions.
Mr. Escobar is extremely clear on how the grading works, and what students will



need to do to be most effective in the class. By being clear and punctual with his
deadlines, he motivated me to keep up with all the work without ever being harsh
or overly-strict. Best teacher I've had at Lane.

1 I really liked Joe's choice of forum materials. It was a refreshing new presentation
of the material we were learning about that gave a well rounded insight to the
happenings of the times, often from the point of view shared at the times (ie: local
newspaper clippings and the historical cartoons) that made me want to comment
and discuss.

1 i liked this class because although it was a hybrid we used both online and in
class time effectively

1 That it was balanced between online, open discussion, and covering the course
material.

1 Thorough and clear understanding of class expectations. Hybrid class was
excellent. The on-line quizes reinforce textbook reading and class lectures. The
instructor in engaging in his lectures and materials, videos, etc. keep interest and
are another great reinforcement of the material. I am in my third year of a double
major and this is my second term with this instructor. My only regret was that I
didn't have him as an instructor sooner so that I had been able to take more of his
classes!!! Most organized and thourough instructor ever!

1 Joe's enthusiasm for history was evident in his lessons and I found them to be
entertaining as well as educational.

1 This class was great. I came into it keenly interested in history and I was pleased
to find that I was able to learn a tremendous amount in the 10 weeks over which
the class convened. Mr. Escobar is an impassioned, effective and fair instructor
who knows how to bring history to life. Skilled at exposing the more inglorious
truths of our country's history, Mr. Escobar casts history in a satisfyingly objective
light - one free of the cloying romanticism that I've experienced in other American
history classes. With a talent for connecting the antique to the modern, Mr.
Escobar makes history relevant and interesting. Take this class. Best instructor
I've had so far at Lane.

1 I love learning about history in general. Professor Escobar made class
entertaining and I feel like I am leaving the class knowing a lot more in detail
about U.S. history. I really enjoyed how he challenged certain aspects that were in
documentaries or even in texts.

1 Learning about stuff that was previously taught, except the prior knowledge was
faulty.

1 Joe is clearly enthusiastic about the subjects, which makes for engaging lectures.

1 He seemed very passionate and knowledgable about the subject. He showed
videos that were relavent, and in my opinion not to boring. I was very easy for me
to stay interested and awake during his classes.

1 Great teaching methods and very interesting to listen to.

1 The way in which the majority of the class homework was done through Moodle.



1 I enjoyed learning about this time in history and I liked the way the instructor
teaches in general.

1 I liked the variety of assignments and that we weren't doing the exact same things
week after week.

1 Although this class was extremly difficult, I thouroughly enjoyed it. Definitely a
high maintenance class though. I loved Joes enthusiasm about his class. It was
very refreshing.

1 What I like best is, I will remember what I have been taught, more than my other
courses. Granted 50% only, yet I love history as a result of Professor Escobar's
teaching abilities. I feel like I will be stopping at historical sites, with my kids as a
result of HST 201 & 202. History is the foundation for the future.

3 How could this class be improved? Add any comments about the class and/or instructor that
you feel might be helpful or useful.

# Response

1 Audio of class posted onto Moodle.

1 Forum while being a nice tool for discussion about topics there seemed to be a
little over emphasis on them in the final grade at twenty percent aside from that it
was an overall a good class.

1 No improvements

1 I loved this class and can't think of a way to improve it.

1 Reading was long, but you can suck it up.

1 Maybe have some study groups or study meeting times outside of class.

1 I can't think of anything

1 I really liked the layout of the class so overall I am really happy with the class.

1 I would have enjoyed the slides having a little more information on them or bullets.
It would have been nice for the days I missed class and went back to check the
slides. I feel I wasnt making the same connections.

1 Doesn't wait till a question is totally asked before answering.

1 No improvement needed.

1 I think the questions he writes for the final can be tricky. I know he says there are
no trick questions, but I find myself feeling more prepared for the tests than I
actually end up being. His non-trick trick questions bother me a bit. I wish he
would have clear questions, because test anxiety severely affects those people
especially when you get to a question that is a full paragraph packed full of details
and one tiny little detail may be incorrect while the rest is correct. Those
questions, while seemingly easy when we review, are very confusing when first



seen. This leads to a lot of confusion when you take the midterm, that generally
clears up by the final. But if you bomb the midterm on those questions, you can't
necessarily make it up with the final.

1 I really don't like having to do the forums because it really does take a ton of time
to do it well.

1 I dont know how it would be improved. I personally would like to see the forums
go away and thas just because I forget them

1 I think that this class could be improved by having a later time in the day for when
class starts.

1 Not split the civil war in half from the first half of the year and starting the second
half.

1 A different book.

1 Nothing comes to mind. It is a top notch survey course.

1 I think that we should have discussed the forum questions and responses more.

1 This class could be improved more with the quiz and textbook set up. It was kind
of confusing that we needed to read the next weeks chapter while studying the
current weeks chapter. I felt rushed in the reading with the quizzes and the
lectures. They just didn't;t seem to add up to me.

1 This is a great class. I really like how fair it is and if you stay on top of things it is
easy to be successful. Don't change a thing.

1 Get rid of the online forum

1 Adding notes to complement lectures and readings

1 I at a loss as to what could improve this.

1 cant really think of anyway to make this class any better.

1 Maybe a bit more exciting and interaction. The lecture every day gets sort of
boring and so activities or projects would help the class be a little it more bearable
at times

1 I wouldn't change anything. It was great

1 I would just like so more opportunities to gain points. It sounds crazy that I'm
suggesting more work, but I guess that's what I'm doing.

1 I like the class the way it is.

1 No comment

1 I didn't like that we are graded for our attendance. This is NOT a public school. I
pay to go to school, so if I decide that I want to come to class or not, well that is
my decision as a young adult. We're no longer kids. We should be graded only on
our understanding and knowledge of the material that is presented in class.
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1 Nothing, I think its great!

1 I can't really think of anything. As far as school goes, I couldn't ask for a better
instructor and learning environment.

1 Being as it is a hybrid class, more online work perhaps. The forums I had a hard
time putting in my input as once I said my piece there wasn't much more to say as
I mostly agreed with everyone else. The videos in class were hard for me to pay
attention to (as it is for me in any class), not sure how to alter this as the videos
were informative if I could pay attention.

1 Even though I know there isn't extra in class time for some discussion of the forum
material but that would be nice. I will definitely make it to a office hour to ask the
questions in the future.

1 im not sure this class can be improved

1 Maybe somehow require people to actually give more effort into what they post in
the forums. Like if a person doesn't contribute, their post can be deleted or
something to that sort.

1 Joe is doing a great job, improvement not necessary.

1 Less lecture based. Get the class involved.

1 Mr. Escobar does a good job of getting his students interested in the content, but
the format of the classwork (forums and tests) doesn't capitalize up that interest. I
think that a smattering of socratic seminar-type discussion days throughout the
term would be a good outlet for students to discuss some of the concepts that Mr.
Escobar makes so interesting in his lectures. Forums somewhat accomplish this,
but it's tempting to blow those off with shallow responses. I would have leapt at
the chance to participate in a full-blown in-class discussion about the content.

1 Perhaps a few more assignments that we could have had for homework.

1 More involvement online, videos and such.

1 Less emphasis on online forums.

1 Perhaps have a better balance between attendance and Moodle work.

1 This class needs no improvement.

1 This class was extremely high maintenance, which isn't a bad thing if you have a
lot of time to dedicate to it.

1 It is 110% considering the time we are given to learn the data!
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