Liberty, Equality, and Power

Chapter 10 – Toward an American Culture

Names to know

Joseph Smith, Charles Finney, John C. Calhoun

Rev. David Austin (not in book, but in CVC, what does this reveal?)

Post 1815 – waves of social and cultural change

1.territorial expansion

2.growth of the market

3.spread of plantation slavery

American culture = republican, capitalist, & Protestant

Chapter themes:

1.family life and personal identity

2.the Christian inheritance

3.emerging question of race

4.nature of republican citizenship

Democratization of Culture

Nation of Readers

1790 – 85% adult men in New England, 60% in Pennsylvania and Chesapeake

45% women in NE

1820 – all but poorest (especially in the North) could read and write

1st Amendment

“reading public” was subsidized by the national government

[Today? - anything new here? schools today, tax money, teach children to read]

Threatened by 1765 Stamp Tax and Federalists 1798 (jailed editors)

p.375 end of 1st full paragraph – another anti-Federalist factoid [What does this reveal about the authors point of view?]

“New print material/culture encouraged Americans to read, think, and interpret for themselves” (p.375)

[Today? - do we do this today? internet? or is it what we “see”? YouTube and reality TV, or what we “hear”? music, peers, etc.]

* * *

A New Popular Culture (section)

Blood sports, boxing, theater, minstrelsy, novels, and penny press

(no details needed)

Working class readers contained material on sexual depravity

[Today? - sound like many reality shows on TV]

Class distinction/difference is VERY IMPORTANT here

*Middle class sentimental novels – universe was benign and good and could be nurtured, evil defeated, or transformed. (H.B. Stowe Uncle Tom's Cabin)

*Northern plainfolk (most) – didn't want to fix and imperfect and chaotic world – just wanted to live bravely in it.

[Jerry Springer Show – can these people be helped?]

NOTE p.393 Novels paragraph 1, last sentence

“Dime novels were distributed throughout the North and West”

again

p.392 Minstrelsy – “working men in Northern cities”

Family and Church Neighborhood – White South

evangelical Protestantism – Bible Belt

poor and middle class vs. “gentry” elite

Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians – formally against slavery (end 18th C), but came to accept it in the 1820's

Religious vs. Southern patriarchy – problems

rigid family roles

John C. Calhoun - “Hebrew theocracy” - best human government (Biblical Abraham – father and slaveholder – revered)

Pro-slavery Christianity

1.Biblical chosen people of Old Testament – patriarchs and slaveholders

2.Jesus lived in a society that sanctioned slavery (not criticized)

3.Blacks descendants of Ham, deserving enslavement

4.Slavery gave heathen Africans the opportunity to become Christians

(Nat Turner 1831 – Chapter 9 ???)

* * *

Race – p.402

1804 every northern state had taken some action to abolish slavery

Gradual emancipation did not stop at Mason-Dixon line – (***locate this on the map)

Beginnings of modern racism

post-Revolution distinctions were social and political, NOT black and white, rich and poor

Distinction was heads of households and their dependents

Wage labor and tenancy reduced the number of northern whites who were independent

[Today - How many of you are renters?]

Focus came to be placed on:

1.skills and labor

2.manhood

Discovered the value of their white skin – chased blacks from skilled jobs (discrimination)

Examples in textbook – riots in northern cities (Philadelphia)

[Aside – Obama, Civil War, Gettysburg, PA example, supported?]

1816 American Colonization Society

send free Blacks (not slaves) to Africa

slavery was not the problem

black freedom was

* principle racial doctrine from H.Clay and A.Jackson to A. Lincoln

Citizenship

freehold (property) and taxpaying qualifications

½ to ¾ of adult white men

Citizen householders vs. disenfranchised dependents

* gave way to equal rights for all white men – 1828 A. Jackson election

[Today - 26th Amendment, 1971, 18 years of age to vote - 2008 Youth vote - Obama]

Growing disenfranchisement

city workers not owners

western farmers whose land was valued to cheaply

helped to end property qualifications

1796-1821 – 8 new states – no property qualifications

(Jeffersonian's eager to increase their new constituencies)

1843 Rhode Island retained freehold, but only applied to foreign born, and specifically excluded all Blacks

* * * founders' republic - - - >>> mass democracy

limit – white and male

loophole allowed widows to vote – loophole closed

women 1848 and would wait until the 20th Century

Free blacks (many) lost right to vote in NY, NJ, PA, CT (northern states)

EXCELLENT QUOTE

p.409 “Chose to blur distinctions of social class and hardened the boundaries of sex and race”

