
Murrin et al, Liberty, Power, Equality—chapter notes Chapter 17 
James M. McPherson, “Reconstruction, 1863-1877” 
Name: ____________________________ 
 
Terms 
 
Lincoln’s Reconstruction Plan 
 
 
Radical Republicans 
 
 
moderate Republicans 
 
 
enfranchisement (you’ll have to pick this one up by context or by using a dictionary) 
 
 
disfranchisement/disenfranchisement (ditto for last explanation) 
 
 
Wade-Davis Bill 
 
 
loyalty oaths  
 
 
Andrew Johnson 
 
 
Presidential Reconstruction [1863-1866]   
 
 
black codes 
 
 
Freedmen’s Bureau 
 
 
“40 acres and a mule” 
 
 
Sherman’s Field Order #15 (we’ll cover in class) 
 
 
13th Amendment (ratified 1865) 
 
 
Congressional Reconstruction 
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Civil Rights Act of 1866 
 
 
Reconstruction Act of 1867 (or, Military Reconstruction Act of 1867) 
 
 
14th Amendment 
 
 
“carpetbaggers” 
 
 
“scalawags” 
 
15th Amendment 
 
 
Ku Klux Klan 
 
 
Whiskey Ring 
 
 
Credit Mobilier scandal 
 
 
civil service reform 
 
 
“Negro Rule” 
 
 
“bayonet rule” 
 
 
Ku Klux Klan Act (1871) 
 
 
Liberal Republicans 
 
 
Panic of 1873 
 
“Mississippi Plan” 
 
 
Civil Rights Act of 1875 
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U.S. v. Cruikshank (1876) 
 
 
“waving the bloody shirt” (we’ll cover in class) 
 
 
“Redemption” (we’ll cover in class) 
 
 
Compromise of 1877 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions 
 
1. When did Reconstruction start?  What needed to be “reconstructed”? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why did many Republicans oppose Lincoln’s Reconstruction plans?  How did they try to 

revise or stop those plans from implementation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How did Johnson’s Reconstruction Plan differ from Lincoln’s Plan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Give 2-3 examples of how the southern state constitutions adopted under Johnson’s Plan 

granted or denied blacks legal and civil rights. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. List 2-3 ways that newly freed blacks responded to freedom.  
 
 
 
 



Murrin et al, Liberty, Power, Equality—chapter notes Chapter 17 
Page 4 of 4 

 
6. List 2-3 things the Freedmen’s Bureau did. What was one thing many Southern blacks 

expected the Bureau—and the federal government in general—to do that it didn’t do? 
 
 
 
 
7. During the years 1865-1866, identify 2-3 ways Radical Republican and their Republican 

allies actively opposed President Johnson’s agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What was the most important component of the 14th Amendment?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.  Why was Andrew Johnson impeached?  Was he removed from office? 
 
 
 
 
10. accurate is the characterization of his administration as “corrupt”? 
 
 
 
 
11. Identify 2-3 ways President Grant either hindered or assisted Reconstruction policies in 

the South, especially those that aided southern blacks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12.  According to the white Southern view of Reconstruction during the period (and 

later...even today), Reconstruction was a tragedy due to the illegitimate political domination 
of illiterate and incompetent black politicians (“Negro Rule”), the corruption of northern 
transplants (“carpetbaggers”), the treachery of some white southerners (“scalawags”), and 
the brutal enforcement of policies by thousands of federal troops (“bayonet rule”).  How 
accurate was, and is, this view? 
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13. Identify 3-4 reasons Reconstruction ended—besides the Compromise of 1877. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. In the chart below, list at least 3 major goals of Reconstruction and briefly assess to what 

extent (“partially,” “minimally,” etc.) those goals were met.   
 

Goals of Reconstruction Goals achieved? 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
15. Overall, do you think Reconstruction was a success or failure?  Why or why not? 
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