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Tobacco Rice

1700 37,840 304
1725 21,046 5,367
1750 51,339 16,667
1775 55,968 57,692

TABLE 4.1 TOBACCO AND RICE EXPORTS
TO ENGLAND

(in thousands of pounds)

Tobacco and Rice Exports to England (in thousands of pounds)
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BRITISH COLONIAL TRADE IN THE AMERICAS, 1714–73
(in thousands of British pounds sterling)

Exports to Britain Imports from Britain
£ % £ %

British West Indies 96,808 64.0 41,653 38.8
Lower South and Chesapeake 47,192 31.2 27,561 25.7
Middle Colonies and New England 7,160 4.7 37,939 35.4
Total 151,160 99.9 107,153 99.9

SOURCE: Eric Williams, Capitalism and Slavery (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1944), 225–26.

TABLE 4.2 

British Colonial Trade in the Americas, 1714–73 (in thousands 
of British pounds sterling)
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Region Population

New France 70,000
New England 400,000
New York 100,000
Pennsylvania 230,000
Chesapeake 390,000
Lower South 100,000
Backcountry 100,000
Northern New Spain 20,000
Indian America 1,500,000
TOTAL 2,910,000

TABLE 5.1 POPULATION OF NORTH AMERICA
IN 1750

Population of North America in 1750
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North South

Frontier 33 40
Rural subsistence farming 35 45
Rural commercial farming 45 65
Cities 60 65
Overall 45 55

SOURCE: Jackson Turner Main, The Social Structure of Revolutionary America (Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 1965), 276n.

TABLE 5.2 WEALTH HELD BY RICHEST 10 PERCENT OF
POPUATION IN BRITISH COLONIAL AMERICA, 1770

Wealth Held by Richest 10 Percent of Population in 
British Colonial America, 1770
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Percent of
the Population Percent of Wealth Held

1687 1771 1833 1848

Top 1 percent 10% 16% 33% 37%
Top 10 percent 42 65 75 82
Lowest 80 percent 39 29 14 4

This table tracing the distribution of wealth in Boston reflects the gains made
by merchants during the international shipping boom of 1790–1807 and the
way in which intermarriage between wealthy families consolidated these gains.

TABLE 12.1 WEALTH IN BOSTON, 1687–1848

Wealth in Boston, 1687–1848
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Percent of the Percent of Wealth
Population Held

1828 1845

Top 1 percent 40% 50%
Top 4 percent 63 80

The impact of the market revolution on New York
City, the nation’s largest seaport, is shown by the
dramatic increase in wealth of the already wealthy
elite in a period of less than 20 years.

TABLE 12.2 WEALTH IN NEW YORK CITY,
1828–1845

Wealth in New York City, 1828–1845
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Time Worked Labor Cost

Crop Hand Machine Hand Machine

Wheat 61 hours 3 hours $3.55 $0.66
Corn 39 hours 15 hours 3.62 1.51
Oats 66 hours 7 hours 3.73 1.07
Loose Hay 21 hours 4 hours 1.75 0.42
Baled Hay 35 hours 12 hours 3.06 1.29

TABLE 18.1 HAND v. MACHINE LABOR ON THE FARM, ca. 1880

Hand v. Machine Labor on the Farm, ca. 1880
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TABLE 22.1 THE GREAT MIGRATION: BLACK POPULATION
GROWTH IN SELECTED NORTHERN CITIES,

1910–20

1910 1920

City No. Percent No. Percent Percent
Increase

New York 91,709 1.9% 152,467 2.7% 66.3%
Chicago 44,103 2.0 109,458 4.1 148.2
Philadelphia 84,459 5.5 134,229 7.4 58.9
Detroit 5,741 1.2 40,838 4.1 611.3
St. Louis 43,960 6.4 69,854 9.0 58.9
Cleveland 8,448 1.5 34,451 4.3 307.8
Pittsburgh 25,623 4.8 37,725 6.4 47.2
Cincinnati 19,739 5.4 30,079 7.5 53.2
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce.

The Great Migration: Black Population Growth in Selected 
Northern Cities, 1910–20
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TABLE 24.1 DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL FAMILY INCOME AMONG VARIOUS SEGMENTS 
OF THE POPULATION, 1929–44 (IN PERCENTAGES)

Poorest Second Middle Second Wealthiest Wealthiest
Year Fifth Poorest Fifth Fifth Wealthiest Fifth Fifth 5 Percent

1929 12.5 13.8 19.3 54.4 30.0
1935–1936 4.1 9.2 14.1 20.9 51.7 26.5
1941 4.1 9.5 15.3 22.3 48.8 24.0
1944 4.9 10.9 16.2 22.2 45.8 20.7
SOURCE: Adapted from U.S. Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to 1970, Bicentennial Edition (Washington,
DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1975), p. 301.

Distribution of Total Family Income among Various Segments of the 
Population, 1929–44 (in percentages)
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Number of Number of Workers Number of Man- Percent of Total
Year Strikes Involved Days Idle Employed

1940 2,508 576,988 6,700,872 2.3
1941 4,288 2,362,620 23,047,556 8.4
1942 2,968 839,961 4,182,557 2.8
1943 3,752 1,981,279 13,500,529 6.9
1944 4,956 2,115,637 8,721,079 7.0
1945 4,750 3,467,000 38,025,000 12.2

Despite “no-strike” pledges, workers staged wildcat strikes in the war years. Union leaders negotiated shorter
hours, higher wages, and seniority rules and helped to build union membership to a new height. When the war
ended, nearly 30 percent of all nonagricultural workers were union members.
SOURCE: “Work Stoppages Caused by Labor-Management Disputes in 1945,” Monthly Labor Review, May 1946, p. 720; and Martin Glaberman,
War Time Strikes (Detroit: Bewick, 1980), p. 36.

TABLE 25.1 STRIKES AND LOCKOUTS IN THE UNITED STATES, 1940–45

Strikes and Lockouts in the United States, 1940–45
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Second Second
Poorest Poorest Middle Wealthiest Wealthiest Wealthiest

Year Fifth Fifth Fifth Fifth Fifth 5 Percent

1947 3.5 10.6 16.7 23.6 45.6 18.7
1950 3.1 10.5 17.3 24.1 45.0 18.2
1960 3.2 10.6 17.6 24.7 44.0 17.0
1970 3.6 10.3 17.2 24.7 44.1 16.9

TABLE 26.1 DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL PERSONAL INCOME AMONG VARIOUS SEGMENTS 
OF THE POPULATION, 1947–70 (IN PERCENTAGES)*

Despite the general prosperity of the postwar era, the distribution of income remained essentially unchanged.
* Monetary income only.
SOURCE: Adapted from U.S. Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to 1970, Bicentennial ed. (Washington DC: U.S.
Government Printing Office, 1975), p. 292.

Distribution of Total Personal Income Among Various Segments 
of the Population, 1947–70 (in percentages)
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Brown v. Board of Education;
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unconstitutional

1957: Eisenhower sends
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Central High school
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integrates University
of Mississippi
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TABLE 30.1 PERCENTAGE SHARE OF AGGREGATE
FAMILY INCOME, 1980–92

1980 1992

Top 5 Percent 15.3% 17.6%
Highest Fifth 41.6 44.6
Fourth Fifth 24.3 24.0
Third Fifth 17.5 16.5
Second Fifth 11.6 10.5
First Fifth 5.1 4.4
SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports:
Consumer Incomes, Series P-60, Nos. 167 and 184, 1990, 1993. U.S. federal
data compiled by Ed Royce, Rollins College.

Percentage Share of Aggregate Family Income, 1980–92
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1983 1989

Richest 1 percent of families 31% 37%
Next richest 9 percent 35 31
Remaining 90 percent 33 32
SOURCE: The New York Times, April 21, 1992, from Federal Reserve
Survey of Consumer Finances.

TABLE 30.2 SHARE OF TOTAL NET WORTH 
OF AMERICAN FAMILIES

Share of Total Net Worth of American Families
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TABLE 30.3 MEASURES OF AVERAGE EARNINGS,
1980–92 (IN 1990 DOLLARS)

Average Average
Weekly Hourly

Year Earnings Earnings

1980 $373.81 $10.59
1985 363.30 10.41
1992 339.37 9.87
SOURCE: U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Ways and
Means, Overview of Entitlement Programs (Washington DC: GPO, 1993),
table 35, p. 557. U.S. federal data compiled by Ed Royce, Rollins College.

Measures of Average Earnings, 1980–92 (in 1990 dollars)
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1979 1992

Millions of poor 26.1 36.9
Rate of poverty 11.7% 14.5%
Poverty line 
(family of four) $7,412 $14,335
SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports:
Consumer Income, Series P-60, Nos. 161 and 185, 1988, 1993. U.S. federal
data compiled by Ed Royce, Rollins College.

TABLE 30.4 NUMBER OF POOR, RATE OF
POVERTY, AND POVERTY LINE,

1979–92

Number of Poor, Rate of Poverty, and Poverty Line, 1979–92
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Number of Net Percentage of Net
New Jobs Created New Jobs Created

Low-wage Jobs (less than $11,611) 5,955,000 50.4%
Middle-wage Jobs ($11.612 to $46,444) 4,448,000 31.7%
High-wage Jobs ($46,445 and above) 1,405,000 11.9%
SOURCE: U.S. Senate, Committee on the Budget, Wages of American Workers in the 1980s (Washington DC: GPO, 1988). U.S. federal data compiled by Ed
Royce, Rollins College.

TABLE 30.5 NET NEW JOB CREATION BY WAGE LEVEL, 1979–87

Net New Job Creation by Wage Level, 1979–87
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Year All Races White Black Hispanic

1980 $35,839 $37,341 $21,606 (58%) $25,087 (67%)
1985 36,164 38,011 21,887 (58%) 25,596 (67%)
1992 36,812 38,909 21,161 (54%) 23,901 (61%)

SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 184, 1993. U.S. federal
data compiled by Ed Royce, Rollins College.

TABLE 30.6 MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME AND RATIO TO WHITE, 
BY RACE AND HISPANIC ORIGIN, 1980–92 

(IN 1992 DOLLARS)

Median Family Income and Ratio to White, by Race and 
Hispanic Origin, 1980–92 (in 1992 dollars)
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