Liberal
· having political or social views favoring reform and progress

· tolerant of change; not bound by authoritarianism, orthodoxy, or tradition

· a person who favors a political philosophy of progress and reform and the protection of civil liberties

· people who generally like to reform current conditions. Liberals are often referred to as the left wing.

· Liberalism is a political current embracing several historical and present-day ideologies that claim defense of individual liberty as the purpose of government. It typically favors the right to dissent from orthodox tenets or established authorities in political or religious matters. In this respect, it is sometimes held in contrast to conservatism. ...

· In the US political spectrum, “liberals” are said to be slightly left-of-center or somewhat left-of-center. Of the two main political parties, the Democrats are thought to be more liberal, as the term is currently defined. ...

· Traditionally, the word liberal means to be open to new ideas and tolerant of others. To be liberal politically, is to emphasize political and economic freedom. They tend to favor gradual changes in society and promote government programs to solve problems.

Conservative

· resistant to change

· in politics, a loosely defined term indicating adherence to one or more of a family of attitudes, including respect for tradition and authority and resistance to wholesale or sudden changes.

· people who generally like to uphold current conditions and oppose changes. Conservatives are often referred to as the right wing.

· Any shade of political opinion from moderately right-of-center to firmly right-of-center. Of the two major parties in the United States, the Republican Party is generally considered to be the more conservative. “Political” conservatives in the United States usually support free-market economic principles and low taxes, and distrust federal, as opposed to state and local, government power. “Cultural” conservatives may be opposed to abortion or to the excesses of popular media.

· The political view that things should stay the way things are. Belief in little or no socialized spending.
