CHAPTER 15

STATE BUILDING AND THE SEARCH FOR ORDER IN 

THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

__________________________________________________________

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter, students should be able to:
· List the economic, social, and political crises that Europe experienced in the first half of the seventeenth century.

· Explain the difference between absolutism in theory and in practice, using France as a case study.

· Summarize the developments that enabled Brandenburg-Prussia, Austria, and Russia to emerge as major powers in the seventeenth century.

· Describe the key issues in the struggle between the king and Parliament in seventeenth century, noting if they were resolved.

· Discuss how artistic and literary achievements reflected the political and economic developments of the period.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

15-1 Social Crises, War, and Rebellions


15-1a The Witchcraft Craze



• The Spread of Witchcraft



•. Decline


15-1b The Thirty Years’ War


15-1c Rebellions

15-2 The Practice of Absolutism: Western Europe


15-2a France: Foundations of Absolutism 


15-2b The Reign of Louis XIV (1643–1715)



• Administration of the Government



• Religious Policy



• Financial Issues



• The Wars of Louis XIV


15-2c The Decline of Spain

15-3 Absolutism in Central and Eastern Europe


15-3a The German States



• The Rise of Brandenburg-Prussia


15-3b The Emergence of Austria


15-3c Russia: From Fledgling Principality to Major Power

• The Reign of Peter the Great (1689–1725)


15-3d The Ottoman Empire


15-3e The Limits of Absolutism

15-4 Limited Monarchy: The Dutch Republic and England 


15-4a The Golden Age of the Dutch Republic


15-4b England and the Emergence of Constitutional Monarchy



• King James I and Parliament



• Charles I and the Move Toward Revolution



• Civil War and a New Government



• Restoration and a Glorious Revolution



• Responses to Revolution

15-5 The Flourishing of European Culture


15-5a The Changing Faces of Art



• Mannerism



• The Baroque 



• French Classicism and Dutch Realism


15-5b A Wondrous Age of Theater



• William Shakespeare



• Spain’s Golden Century



• French Drama

FOCUS QUESTIONS

15-1 Social Crises, War, and Rebellions

What economic, social, and political crises did Europe experience in the first half of the seventeenth century?

15-2 The Practice of Absolutism: Western Europe

What was absolutism in theory, and how did its actual practice in France reflect or differ from the theory?

15-3 Absolutism in Central and Eastern Europe

What developments enabled Brandenburg-Prussia, Austria, and Russia to emerge as major powers in the seventeenth century?

15-4 Limited Monarchy: The Dutch Republic and England

What were the main issues in the struggle between king and Parliament in seventeenth century England, and how were they resolved?

15-5 The Flourishing of European Culture

How did the artistic and literary achievements of this era reflect the political and economic developments of the period?
CHAPTER SUMMARY

The seventeenth century experienced economic recession and population decline as well as continued religious conflict between Catholics and Protestants. The breakdown of community and the growth of a more individualistic ethic resulted in a world of greater uncertainty. One reflection of anxieties was an epidemic of witchcraft accusations, usually against women.  
Protestant and Catholic animosities remained a prime cause for war, notably the Thirty Years’ War (1618–1648). There were also national and dynastic rivalries such as those between the Bourbon kings of France and the Habsburgs of Spain and the Holy Roman Empire. By 1648 religious convictions had become secondary to secular political ambitions in public affairs. The Peace of Westphalia gave the German princes the right to determine the religion of their domains, France gained territory, Spanish power declined, and the Habsburg authority as German emperors was diminished. Conscript standing infantry armies became the norm.

The century is known as the Age of Absolutism or the Age of Louis XIV, although no seventeenth century ruler had the power of modern totalitarian dictators. Monarchs justified their absolutist claims by divine right—God had chosen kings to rule. Louis XIV (r.1643–1715), the Sun King, was the model for other rulers. His palace of Versailles symbolized his authority, where the aristocracy was entertained and controlled by ceremony and etiquette. Louis revoked his grandfather’s Edict of Nantes, and he fought four costly wars, mainly to acquire lands on France’s eastern borders. The Hohenzollern rulers of Brandenburg-Prussia became kings. Austrian power waned in the empire, but it gained lands in the east and in Italy. Russia’s Peter the Great (r.1689–1725) attempted to westernize Russia, especially militarily, and built a new capital, St. Petersburg, to be his window on the west. The last major invasion by the Ottoman Empire into central of Europe resulted in its defeat outside Vienna in 1687. 

The oligarchic Dutch republic was a success. The States General was controlled by wealthy merchants, many from Amsterdam with its population of 200,000. During wars, the military leader, or stadholder, gained additional power. 

The Stuart kings of Scotland, advocates of divine right absolution, became the rulers of England in 1603. Religious disputes occurred within Protestantism, between the Church of England and Puritan reformers. Civil war between Charles I (r. 1625–1649) and Parliament led to the creation of a republic, the Commonwealth, which gave way to the rule of Oliver Cromwell for a time. The monarchy was restored under Charles II (r. 1660–1685). Parliament’s Test Act required worship in the Church of England to hold office. James II (r. 1685–1688), a Catholic, suspended the law, and his Protestant daughter, Mary, and her husband, William of Orange, the Dutch stadholder, invaded. Before ascending the throne, they accepted the Bill of Rights, limiting royal power. John Locke (d. 1704) justified the Glorious Revolution, claiming that government is created by a social contract to protect the natural rights of life, liberty, and property, and if it fails to do so, there is a right of revolution.  

In art, Mannerism, with its emotional and religious content, was followed by the Baroque, which used dramatic effects to convey religious and royal power, which in turn gave way to French Classicism. Rembrandt (d. 1669) made it the golden age of Dutch painting. It was also a golden age of theater with England’s Shakespeare (d. 1616), Spain’s Lope de Vega (d. 1635), and France’s Moliere (d. 1673).
SUGGESTED LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Europe, 1550–1650: Why Was It an Age of Crisis?

2. How Absolute Was Absolutism?

3. Life at the Court of the Sun King: Louis XIV and the Environment of Noble Etiquette

4. Radical Politics and the English Civil War
5. Absolutism and Militarism in Eastern Europe

6. The Netherlands: Western Civilization’s First Modern Society?

7. The Ottoman Empire: Part of Europe or the Great “Other”?

8. The Development of Constitutional Monarchy in England

9. The Baroque Style [a slide lecture]

MAP EXERCISES 

1. The Thirty Years’ War. MAP 15.1. What role did dynastic struggles play in the Thirty Years’ War? 
Which were the key regions of conflict, and were they national-dynastic or religious in their importance to the participants? Identify the Protestant-core areas and the Catholic-core regions. Were they of crucial significance to the outcomes of the war? (p. 347, in section 15-1 Social Crises, War, and Rebellions) 
2. The Growth of Brandenburg-Prussia. MAP 15.2. Compare the territories of Brandenburg-Prussia in 

1415 and 1792. What particularly valuable lands were obtained? What might have been the geographical justifications or explanations for Prussian expansion? What concerns should the government of Poland have because of the Prussian territories? (p. 353, in section 15-3 Absolutism in Central and Eastern Europe)
3. The Growth of the Austrian Empire. MAP 15.3. Trace the growth of the Austrian Empire from its Holy Roman Empire beginnings to its eventual multi-ethnic empire. In the east, at whose expense did Austria benefit, and why? Why was it so important for Austria to contain territories to the east? What role might religion have played in lessening Austria’s role in the Germanic territories? (p. 354, in section 15-3 Absolutism in Central and Eastern Europe) 
4. Russia: From Principality to Nation-State. MAP 15.4. Which nations lost territory as a result of Russian expansion? Which of Russia’s new territorial acquisitions most significantly upset the Eurasian status quo and why? Why was Russia looking east to expand? What geographical history does the United States share with Russia? (p. 356, in section 15-3 Absolutism in Central and Eastern Europe)
5. Civil War in England. MAP 15.5. Is there any kind of discernable pattern of which regions of the country supported parliament and which supported the king? (p. 360, in section 15-4 Limited Monarchy: The Dutch Republic and England)
THOUGHT/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY SOURCES 

1. “A Witchcraft Trial in France”: What does this document tell us about the spread of witchcraft persecutions in the seventeenth century? What does this document tell you about the legal procedures involved in the trial of witches and how might these procedures have worked to condemn the innocent? What do these passages tell you about early modern European conceptions of justice? What does the trial record suggest about the status of women in the seventeenth century? What might the trial suggest about superstition, religion, and folklore in French society? (p. 345, in section 15-1 Social Crises, War, and Rebellions)
2. “The Destruction of Magdeburg in the Thirty Years’ War”: Total War is a concept in which all parts of society are involved in and affected by a conflict. How does this document show that in some ways the Thirty Years’ War was a Total War? Considering this was a war of religion, what seemed to be a major motivation of the average foot soldier? Analyze the speaker, audience, and message of the document. Knowing those three things, why should we accept the report as credible and why should we also be suspicious of it? (p. 348, in section 15-1 Social Crises, War, and Rebellions)
3. “Opposing Viewpoints: Oliver Cromwell: Three Perspectives”: How do Cromwell’s own assessments differ from those of Ludlow and Clarendon? What do the selections suggest about Cromwell’s motives and actions? What might account for the different perspectives each provides about Cromwell, and what picture of Cromwell emerges from the consideration of multiple points of view? (p. 361, in section 15-4 Limited Monarchy: The Dutch Republic and England) 

4. “The Bill of Rights”: The author states that the “Bill of Rights” laid the foundation for a constitutional monarchy. How? What key aspects of this document testify to the exceptional nature of English state politics in the seventeenth century? Why was there no “bill of rights” in France or Russia in the late seventeenth century? Was England unique, and if so, why? (p. 363, in section 15-4 Limited Monarchy: The Dutch Republic and England)
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PROJECT TOPICS
1. Have students do an essay on witchcraft during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries; have them choose a particular aspect of such phenomena as demonology, Catharism, the Inquisition, or Antinomianism.

2. Have students explore the causes and consequences of the Thirty Years’ War and discuss or debate that war as a possible turning point in the “modernization” of European civilization.

3. Have students identify how the European civilians suffered during the Thirty Years’ War. Research the objectives of the Peace of Westphalia to evaluate how the treaty may address this issue for future wars.
4. Versailles is/was a remarkable palace; have students do an essay on an aspect of this royal residence. 

For example, what was life at the palace like when the king was there? Or perhaps they might focus on the long history of the famous Hall of Mirrors.

5. Have students study and compare the reign of Louis XIV and the English Civil War and the Glorious Revolution to discover how two societies, so close geographically, could be so different in policy and circumstance.

6. Have students choose a European monarch and research how that monarch developed an absolute monarchy (or fiscal military state), or to what degree that monarch failed to do so.
7. Peter the Great is one of the most colorful figures in Russian history; have students prepare a report on a part of Peter’s “westernization” program. Divide the students into two groups. Have one group take the argument that Peter was a cruel ruler who oppressed the people. The other group should prepare an argument supporting the opinion that Peter the Great was actually a great leader.
8. Have students research the military revolution of the sixteenth century. They can either make and argument for or against the presence of such a revolution, or they can choose one aspect of European armies and research the changes in that aspect throughout the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.
9. Suggest students explore the reasons or causes that led to the Netherlands’ economic primacy in the seventeenth century.

10. Have students compare and contrast England and the Netherlands in the seventeenth century. What were the most important similarities between the two nations? What were the most important differences?
INTERNET RESOURCES

1. French Royal Absolutism: The Path to Absolutism (at the Library of Congress)
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/bnf/bnf0004.html 
A site offering beautiful images and documents in translation on the origins and development of the French monarchy over the period 1448–1661.
2. Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University, Dutch Collection
http://www.rembrandthuis.nl/en/ 
Site of the world-famous Rembrandt House Museum.
3. North Carolina Museum of Art, Dutch Collection
https://ncartmuseum.org/art/view/northern_european 
A fine site with several beautiful European masterworks online.
4. Baroque Art at the Metropolitan Museum of Art
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/keywords/baroque-art/ 
Images of baroque masterpieces at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

5. Civil War and Revolution
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/civil_war_revolution/ 

Excellent BBC site devoted to the English Civil War and Glorious Revolution.
6. The Thirty Years’ War
http://www.history.com/topics/thirty-years-war
A general information site provided by History.com with articles and video clips about the war.

RELEVANT VIDEOS 

1. The Eighty Years War
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srnm8ZIrnpw
To the people of the Netherlands, the conflicts surrounding political independence and religion began long before the Defenestration of Prague. This documentary views the European conflicts of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries from the Dutch point of view.

2. Witchcraft and Magic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1rHSu2oDZXE
This Yale Courses lecture examines the witch craze the swept through Europe in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries and compares the impact of the witch hunts between England and the continent.

3. Political Theory – Thomas Hobbes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9i4jb5XBX5s&list=PLwxNMb28XmpeuwUhM0OT338_T5XTtJJok&index=3
In the wake of the English Civil War, Thomas Hobbes wrote his famous work, Leviathan, to argue the need for strong central governments due to the chaotic nature of humans. Using the war as an example of what happens when a strong central authority is removed, Hobbes argued that collective security and stability was more important than individual liberty.
4. Political Theory – John Locke
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZiWZJgJT7I&list=PLwxNMb28XmpeuwUhM0OT338_T5XTtJJok&index=1
After the Glorious Revolution, John Locke began arguing for the social contract theory of government to justify the overthrow of James II. This clip examines Locke’s philosophy, which runs completely counter to his predecessor Hobbes, and its impact on present day political theory.

5. Cengage Learning Western Civilization YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7z4PXzzi9c8Yng-xKmVziA/featured
GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE

Immortalizing Versailles

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/AR8X4Mtd
Explore an exhibit on Versailles. During the reign of Louis XIV, Versailles emerged as a representation of the height of French artistic expression and economic expansion. Then, the French Revolution saw it pillaged and left in disrepair, standing as an ostentatious representation of the economic disparity that inspired revolution. However, it also still represented legitimate rule. Napoleon was aware of this fact and began restoration work on the palace in 1810. Although he never lived there, Napoleon had apartments on site furnished so that the empress Marie-Louise could.
Louis XIV
https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/AR9JhTFH
In the mid-seventeenth century, King Louis XIV of France turned his father’s hunting lodge into the Chateau de Versailles. It was the principal residence of the monarchy of France from 1682 until 1789 when the royal family was forced to flee at the start of the French Revolution. Each new king added his own flair, keeping generations of architects, sculptors, landscapers, and interior decorators employed. It was the height of royal decadence, setting the bar for the monarchs of Europe.

Seven Amazing Facts About Judith Leyster: A 17th-century talent lost and found

https://artsandculture.google.com/theme/DQIChb-z8As2Jg
View work by Dutch Golden Age artist Judith Leyster. Leyster was a seventeenth century artist from the Netherlands who painted in the baroque style. She was a true leading star in art who was “rediscovered” when one of her paintings was sold at auction in 1892, when her monogram was confused with Frans Hals. Art historians quickly realized that seven more of her paintings had been misattributed to Hals, allowing them to resurrect Leyster from obscurity to her rightful place as an artist.
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